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AFFORDABLE QUALITY HEALTH CARE

St Lukes Medical Centre welcomes new
patients offering comprehensive health
care

The staff take great pride in their legacy
of quality care & outstanding service

1-Stop Shop - comprehensive service
founded with a vision to serve the health
needs of the entire community from
General, Family, ACC Accident and
Immigration Medical to Mole map
removal and minor surgery all under the
same roof with in-house pharmacy

(offers funded
prescription fees) free ST LUKES
MEDICAL

acupuncture,
hysiotherapy, sports
s e CENTRE

injury under ACC and

pregnancy massage.
Q9 St Lukes Road

Patients can see the GP of| it Aber. Auckiand

their choice For Appointments:

Short waiting time 15-20 |
mins -

P: 098151124 Txt: 021 815110

Extra doctors available for
walk-in patients

Personalised care @

affordable price
Standard consultations @ = ek

LEARNT

$17.50 for funded DON'T

GET
BURNT

patients P

Funded rate from day of
enrolment -

offer ends October 2014

Prompt online registration|
recommended

Reduced fee entitlement
for all funded patients at all White Cross
and A&M Services

Comprehensive skin care clinic

NZ Australia has the highest skin cancer
rate in the world, even among ethnic
minorities

Highest quality mole map at affordable
price

Skin cancer, pre-cancer, mole removal
from face & body

Minor surgery with excellent cosmetic
outcome

Skin and Hair Clinic
General Medical & Family Health
Newborn and Childhood Immunisations

St Lukes Medical Centre

Women’s health - Fertility, Menstrual
irregularity, Hormone imbalance,
Pregnhancy, Contraception,

Weight management clinic
Accident and Emergency

Sports and Fitness medicine
Travel Medicine and vaccinations.

Dr Bashir Ahmed (MBBS, FRNZCGP,
Advanced Training in Mole Map
/Dermoscopy and Skin Surgery). He
speaks English, Bengali and Hindi and
has 15 years of Clinical
Experience with special
interest in Sports,
Fitness, Accident and
Emergency Medicine and
Mole Map. Dr Ahmed has
a unique gift in removal
of any unsightly lesions,
moles, pre- cancer and
lifesaving melanoma
lesions. He has great
charisma for any minor
surgery with outstanding
aesthetic outcome at
affordable rate with great
followings from around
Australasia. He is equally
competent in General and
Family Medicine, Children
and Women’s health. Dr
Ahmed runs a very
successful comprehensive
Men’s Health Clinic for
hair loss, sexual health,
STI and others disorders.

He teams up with Dr

Mahlaga Husain - MBBS,
Diploma in Paediatrics (Auckland) and
PG Cert in Women’s Health (Otago). She
speaks Bengali, English, Hindi and Urdu.
Dr Husain specialises in her unique style
of general practice, combining 15 years
of clinical acumen with care and
empathy in a patient-centered
approach. She feels it is her calling to
render the best possible management
for the unwell at their times of need.
Her special interests are all aspects of
Paediatrics, Womens health, Mens
health, Gynae, Fertility, Menstrual and
Hormonal disorders like PCOS, Thyroid
and Diabetes.

At St Lukes Medical Centre your health
is of paramount importance to us.
Should you not enrol today?

Courtesy Mr Amit Sengupta
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PUJA PROGRAMME

Friday 3" October

6:00 pm Pratima Sthapan
7:00 pm Cultural programme
9:30 pm Dinner

Saturday 4" October

10:30 am Bodhan & Mahashashthi Puja
12:30 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
01:00 pm Prasad and Lunch
0o1:15pm Mahasaptami Puja
03:30 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
07:15 pm Sandhyarati

08:00 pm Cultural Programme
09:30 pm Dinner

Sunday 5™ October

10:30 am Mahashtami Puja
12:30 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
01:00 pm Prasad and Lunch
01:15 pm Sandhi Puja

01:45 pm Mahanavami Puja
03:15 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
03:30 pm Havan

07:00 pm Dasami Puja

08:15 pm Varan

09:15 pm Dinner
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A Noble Nobel Laureate:
A Tribute to Amartya Kumar Sen

Srikanta Chatterjee

Introduction: The legend, the legacy and how much we really know

The 1998 Nobel Prize for Economics was awarded to the Indian economist Amartya
Kumar Sen in recognition of his many path-breaking contributions to the discipline,
but principally for his work in the field of welfare economics which is a branch of
economics concerned with the concepts and measurement of human wellbeing. While
the whole of India rejoiced at this unique international recognition of one of the
country’s greatest minds, not many, including some in the economics profession, are
familiar with much of what Sen has contributed or why his contributions are
considered so valuable. Many however are curious to know, as I realised on my recent
visit to Calcutta at a time when the city was formally honouring its prodigious son.
Indian newspapers and magazines, I noticed, have been doing a valuable job
publishing mainly non-technical, easy-to-read, articles on Sen’s work by economists
and others. Some of Sen’s own writings over the years have also been reprinted to
give readers a taste of his intellectual depth and his wonderful felicity of expression in
both Bengali and English.

I feel sure that there are many amongst our expatriate community who would like to
know something about Sen’s work and its relevance to the contemporary world. In
this article I attempt this task, but I do so with a distinct sense of my own inadequacy.
For even as one who makes a living as a professional economist, I feel that there is a
lot in Sen’s economics which I cannot adequately do justice to. Besides, in a ‘popular
piece’ such as this, one has to be selective and non-technical. And that adds to the
incomplete nature of one’s assessment. Nevertheless, I try below to highlight some of
Sen’s major contributions in economics and related disciplines. It would require a
braver and, certainly, more erudite author than me to attempt a comprehensive
appraisal of Sen’s prolific contributions in economics, economic history, ethics and
philosophy.

Scarcity, choice and the conflicting human goals: The stuff of
economics

Let me begin at the beginning. Because human wants are endless, but resources with
which the wants are to be satisfied are in most cases limited, we have to make
choices, and establish priorities. Economics as a discipline offers some logical
principles to enable “rational” decisions to be made. The ultimate aim of most
economic activities is to increase the amount of usable goods and services; but this
has to be done in a manner that uses the least amount of scarce resources, and at as
low an (average) cost as possible. The producers of goods and services are in business
to make a profit, and their aim might be to maximise their profit; while the consumers

This article is a modified version of a talk given at the William Carey Study and Research Centre, Calcutta on 15 January 1999.



for whom the goods and services are produced would aim to derive as much
satisfaction (utility) out of each unit of their spending as possible. These aims of the
two groups in society- the producer and the consumer- might conflict. The producer
would like to keep the costs down by paying less for the resources (including labour)
to be used in the productive process, and to raise as much revenue as possible by
charging a price which helps to maximise profits. The consumers who supply the
labour and consume the goods and services being produced would like a high wage
and a low price to maximise utility. To keep the system running smoothly, this
conflict has somehow to be resolved. One school of economic thought, known as
neoclassical economics, came up with the idea of a “perfectly competitive market”
which is assumed to have many producers of an identical good, many consumers all
with complete information about the goods on offer, costless entry and exit of firms
into and out of markets. These assumptions, if fulfilled, guarantee that the producers
are able to earn only a “normal” profit, labour wages are in line with each labourer’s
contribution to the total output, and consumers are charged a price which is “fair”.
The neoclassicists concede that the actual markets might deviate from this abstract
model, but they also believe that, most markets, left to themselves, will, over a period
of time, be able to resolve the producer-consumer conflict. This supposed long run
tendency towards an equilibrium which is “just” forms the core of much economic
theorising. There are many critics of this line of thinking, but it has nevertheless been
the major influence on economic policy making in capitalist economies for over a
century.

Rational Fools: Sen’s critique of neoclassical rationality

The idea of “rationality” which derives from this approach postulates individuals who
know what they want in order to maximise their own satisfaction, and who pursue
economic activities with the exclusive aim of achieving that objective. Such rational
individuals interact with one another in the market place as buyers and sellers of
goods and services. And prices, purchases and sales arise out of these encounters in a
manner that keeps the system going. The role of individuals as social beings with a
social awareness is not given any importance in this approach - individual self-interest
being the guiding principle in economic decisions. Economists using this approach do
accept that there is such a thing as social wellbeing, in addition to the wellbeing of the
(rational) individuals comprising a society. But social wellbeing is considered to be
the sum total of the wellbeing of individuals. Only by allowing individuals to
maximise their own wellbeing independently therefore can maximum social
wellbeing be achieved, according to this line of thinking.

In critiquing this rather narrow approach to economic thinking, Sen has drawn
attention to two traditions of economics as an intellectual and practical discipline. One
of these is the ethical tradition of political economy which emphasises the societal
aspect of human values - how human beings in their economic activities should
conduct themselves as social beings. The other tradition is what Sen has called
“engineering” which deals with the methods and means by which an economy
functions. The elegant theoretical foundations of modern economics are based mostly
on the application of principles that are more engineering than ethical. They
emphasise how things work in modern economies rather than how they should work -



the normative dimension - is thought to be unnecessary. And yet, the modern pioneers
of economics derived their approaches from both of these traditions. Adam Smith, the
eighteenth century Scottish political economist, who is widely regarded as the father
of modern economic thinking, was a professor of Moral Philosophy at Glasgow
University. His thinking on economic issues combines both the strands usefully.

As economics got more “technical”, the tradition of using mathematical ideas and
techniques along the lines of the natural sciences such as physics became established.
Economic problems started to be thought of as problems requiring a mathematical
solution to be obtained by techniques such as maximising, minimising or optimising
an economic relationship expressed in mathematical terms. While accepting that
analyses based on such an approach has contributed to a clearer understanding of
many complex relationships in economics, Sen, himself an outstanding theoretical
economist, has lamented the departure of economic theory from its ethical roots. For
him, the private self-interest and the social good are not necessarily conflicting.
Indeed, in many cases they are complementary. He has demonstrated how a pure
rationalist in the neoclassical sense could be seen to be acting foolishly from a social
viewpoint. Hence his telling phrase describing such an economic agent as a ‘rational
fool’! He has cited Marx, approvingly, in this context ...” the point is rather that
private interest is itself already a socially determined interest...”

The logical sequence leading to individual welfare maximisation can be viewed as
follows: an individual’s choice is based on what an individual seeks to achieve; the
individual seeks to achieve maximum satisfaction; satisfaction depends only on what
the individual consumes and how much. Sen has questioned each of these premises.
An individual’s choice may be guided by considerations of not just himself/herself,
but of others in his/her family, community or country; his/her satisfaction may depend
not just on his/her own consumption, but on that of others too. One may even give up
some of one’s own consumption so that someone else may have a bit more. Sen has
termed the sentiments that cause people to act this way ‘sympathy’ or ‘commitment’
which are perfectly rational sentiments, and, acting on such sentiments, an individual
may achieve greater satisfaction than being purely selfish.

From individual to social choice- the ‘possibilities’ and the
‘impossibilities’

The American economist Kenneth Arrow in a path-breaking piece of research in the
early 1950s showed that translating freely expressed individual choices into social
choice without violating one or other basic rule of democracy is impossible.
Democratic societies must therefore accept social decisions that are ‘undemocratic’,
i.e. not based on consensus. An implication of this is that the only viable system of
social choice is one that permits individuals in society to exercise their preferences in
free markets. The protagonists of the conservative free market system found this a
powerful weapon to argue their case against those who preferred collective decision
making. The sentiments that all government action is, at least, potentially ‘bad’, that
the government that leaves the private citizen to ‘freely choose’ is the most
enlightened - sentiments that came to gain so much following in the 1980s and
1990’s- are, philosophically, linked to the idea of individualism implied in Arrow’s
theorem.



Sen criticised the theorem on the ground of its ‘informational poverty’ which makes

its focus too narrow. For example, Sen points out that a society may have a grossly
unequal distribution of income; but any redistribution in favour of the poor might be
objected to by the rich. If such redistribution is still carried out, it becomes
undemocratic. But if the society decides collectively how much inequality is
‘acceptable’, and carries out redistribution accordingly, decisions may be democratic
based on majority voting. Sen also showed that Arrow’s acceptance of the ‘libertarian
principle’ that a change is only acceptable if at least one person benefits from it, and
no one loses is faulty because it violates some fairly basic tenets of liberalism. In
several strikingly original papers, Sen reconstructed social choice theory by
rigorously establishing the conditions necessary for democratic decisions to reflect
individual values in a society. His reputation as an outstanding economic theorist is
based mainly on his work in this area which uses the tools of set theory and other
forms of abstract mathematics. His work in this area has also challenged many
accepted notions of mainstream economics, helping to make alternative notions
worthy of attention.

Entitlement, rights and capability: the poverty of orthodox
economics

Sen’s reputation amongst non-specialists is probably based on his work on poverty
and famine. Indeed, the Nobel Committee also made a special mention of his work in
these areas. The very notion of famine is bound up with the idea of food shortage, ie
less food than would be necessary to feed a population. Such shortages of food can be
termed supply-failures, which may be caused by droughts or floods, for example. Sen
has studied several major famines and found in each case no particular evidence of a
significant supply failure. The Great Bengal Famine of 1943 for example took place
in a year when the rice harvest, while somewhat lower than the average for the
preceding five years, was actually some 13 p.c. higher than in 1941 when there was
no famine. A similar situation was observed to prevail in the Ethiopian famines of
1973 and 1974, and the Bangladesh famine of 1974. So why did some 2 million
people starve to death in the Bengal famine? Sen developed the ideas of ‘entitlement
and deprivation’ to explain the apparent anomaly.

These ideas are based on the notion that the mere availability of food (or some other
necessary item) is no guarantee in a market economy that everybody will have enough
(or any) food to eat. Because the food has to be bought, the command over food will
depend on how much purchasing power one has. By earning an income one can
command food. If for some reason the opportunity to earn an income is reduced, some
people will go without an income and therefore without an entitlement to food. Such
deprivation can happen even if there was enough food in a society to satisfy the
nutritional needs of all its members. Notice the increase in the number of people in a
food exporting country like New Zealand seeking help at the food banks in recent
years when increased unemployment and reduced social security benefits have
deprived some people of their entitlements to food. In the war-time economy of
Bengal, many economic activities in the rural areas were disrupted, causing some
agricultural labourers and others to lose their incomes totally or partially. Added to
that was the inflationary price increases caused by increased war-time expenditure.



The price of rice rose by more than the prices of some other goods such as fish, milk,
cloth and so on. The entitlements of the sellers of these goods to rice therefore also
declined. To earn extra incomes, many who did not normally work as agricultural
labourers now joined this labour force, thus pushing the agricultural wages down, and
causing further deprivation. All these factors combined to make hunger and
malnutrition widespread in the rural areas of Bengal where many died in 1943 and
1944. The cities and the industrial areas fared less badly because the government set
up a system of food rationing which satisfied the minimum cereal needs of the urban
dwellers. When village folk started to migrate in large numbers to the cities in search
of work and food, death due to starvation started occurring there as well, points out
Sen.

These ideas may look simple, but they offer new insights into the causes of
widespread human misery, sometimes in the midst of plenty. They also help
emphasise the importance of government action in reducing the impact of famines and
starvation. Sen goes on to point out that large scale famines do not occur in
democratic countries because governments in such countries feel compelled to act
since inaction may cost them their office! In a country where public opinion does not
make an input into how the country is ruled, famines or large scale starvation may not
bring forth public action. Sen uses the example of the widespread food shortage and
famine during China’s Great Leap Forward experiment of 1958-60 when many
millions perished without any serious public reaction. In post liberation Bangladesh,
likewise, the lack of democratic accountability made the terrible famine of 1974
possible. Indian democracy, despite its many shortcomings, has helped avoid famines
of the magnitude experienced during British rule, and prior to it. Public action in
democracies is a useful weapon against potential catastrophes like famine.

Sen went on to develop more satisfactory measures of poverty, inequality and human
deprivation of other sorts. Poverty affects human capabilities, and that in turn
perpetuates human misery. His work with Jean Dreze brings out the extent of
inequality between males and females in society, and even within families. Even
amongst the poor, Sen points out, women are much more disadvantaged than men
when it comes to access to education, medical care and nutrition. The destitution of
the poor women in the Indian subcontinent is so abject that they might as well not
exist. Sen has persistently emphasised the importance of basic education and health
care in the development of a country, drawing attention to India’s relative failure in
these areas against the better performance of countries such as Sri Lanka and China,
for example. Even within India, he has found Kerala’s success in these areas
significant in the context of Kerala’s achievements on many social and economic
fronts.

The connections between property rights, human entitlements, ethical and legal
foundations of societal arrangements have all found a place in Sen’s relentless quest
for justice in societies. Robert Solow, the eminent American economist and a Nobel
Laureate himself, once called Sen “the conscience of our profession”. Sen’s wide
intellectual interests, sharp theoretical mind, and genuine concern for the
underprivileged have combined to make him an influential figure internationally.
Through the efforts of the late Mahbub-ul-Haq, the former chief economist of
Pakistan and a close friend of Sen’s who worked closely with the UNDP, the UN has
come to accept the Human Development Index (HDI) as an alternative measure of



human wellbeing. This measure takes into account factors such as basic education,
longevity as well as income per head in assessing the state of wellbeing of a country’s
citizens, and in ranking it internationally. The intellectual influence of Sen in the
development of this concept is readily apparent.

The account above is about Amartya Sen, the economist and scholar. It would be
inappropriate to conclude my tribute to my former teacher and revered friend without
a mention of Amartyada, the person. I remember with pleasure and gratitude the many
years when we had a close relationship as professional colleagues and friends. His
(second) wife Eva was my colleague and a dear friend; his mother whom, we called
Amitamashi, would visit us during her summer sojourns to London every year. The
memory of the many happy gatherings at their home in Camden, London, and a few at
our home in Surrey are still vivid, though tinged with sadnees for the untimely death
of Eva in the mid 1980s. Amartyada was always a warm, vivid personality who
carried his scholarship lightly. A lover of good food, he would pay compliments to
(my wife) Sandhya’s ‘muger dahl’ in particular, although Sandhya used to be hesitant
to invite him because she felt that the great man’s mind was on more serious matters,
and we should not disturb that!

The memory of that walk we took with Amitamashi around London’s Kew Gardens
on a warm afternoon many summers ago listening to her reminiscences of
Rabindranath, whom she called dadamashai, is still fresh in my mind. When visiting
Santiniketan in early 1980, we were persuaded by my niece, who was a student there,
to visit the Sen household. To our pleasant surprise, Eva and their two children
Indrani and Kabir were also there. Amitamashi’s mother, Kiranbala Sen was still
alive, and I remember asking Amitamashi if we might offer her our ‘pronams’. She
went next door to alert her mother first, and, then, took us to her room where she
announced “ Ma, dekho, era Bilet theke tomake pronam korte esechhe”. 1 felt
abashed in the presence of that legendary lady, the widow of the scholar Kshitimohan
Sen, who had lived through the evolution of that world-renowned institution bearing
the name of its famous founder Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. She sat up in her bed
as we offered our ‘pronams’. Touching our heads, she said ‘it is good of you to come,
Indira was here yesterday too’. She was referring to Indira Gandhi, then Prime
Minister of India, and a former student of Santiniketan!

Well, that is enough of my own stories! The economist Amartya Sen is an object of
admiration of all fellow economists. The person Amartyada is very much the man-
next-door - approachable, delightfully witty and humorous, affectionate, helpful and
generous. May he be spared many more years to continue his scholarly work.
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Maths: Year 3 to 13 English: Year 3 to 10
Science:Year9to 11 Physics: Year 12 & 13
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FUTURE AND BUDDING STARS OF PAPATOETOE BRANCH (2 year old)
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and the list

goes on ...

HOLIDAY COURSE FOR MATHEMATICS at Mt Roskill qunch
(For Level 2, Year12)

Daily 3 hrs Classwork + 3 hrs Homework
Complete Curriculum covered during course
Dates: 10-10-11 to 22-10-11
Time: 9.00am to 12.30pm daily

Branch 1: Contact: Mr. YOGI granch 2:
1/1 McGowan Street, 89 Great South Road,

Mt Roskill, Auckland Papatoetoe, Auckland
Tel: 09 627 0070 Tel: 09 277 8039

Visit us at: www.yogiinstitute.com
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Hemanta Mukhopadhyay

Kritibas Dasgupta

Hemanta Mukhopadhyay, to me , has always
been the voice that carries a breath of romance
but laced with a touch of melancholy. A
controlled release of emotion is how | have
always interpreted his singing. Whether it be
the ode to the tortured soul in “Emon ekta jhor
uthuk” or etching out one’s fantasy in “ Shono
kono ekdin”- he always sounded as though
he was holding back, something deep inside.
His rich baritone lent weight to that perception
of depth, of course. However, it is his creative
abilities as a composer that never ceases

to amaze me. Hemanta practically ruled the
Bengali Film Music scene for over 4 decades,
however, his output of non film songs is no
less extraordinary. His success as an MD is

of course due to the hummable nature of his
tunes which resonated very strongly with the
listeners’ sensibilities, while planting enough
seeds in there to ensure that the songs stood
proudly up to the test of time. The bageshri
that he weaves effortlessly into Jhor Uthechhe
Baul Bataash, for example. The other amazing
aspect of the man was his consistency.

From Shapmochan to Amar Geeti, there are
enough gems to last a lifetime. He churned

out memorable scores every year as a matter
of routine , and it would be foolish to even try
to list them, but a random sample can come
up with Lukochuri, Shesh Porjonto, Monihar,
Baaghini, Anindita, Dadar Kirti, and | just
rattled off these names off the top of my head.
And he lent his voice to the whole spectrum

of matinee idols- from Uttam to Tapas Paul
and everyone in between. His voice: Salil
Chowdhury put it succintly — “ If we could hear
God sing, He would be singing in Hemanta’s
voice”. | have already alluded to this strange
depth in his voice that always seemed to all
the emotion that was possible to be expressed
through the words of the song. When he sings
“Shobai chole geche”, you can literally feel
the emptiness & desolation inside you. When
he croons “ Aro kache esho, jay je boye raat”,
the intimacy of the moment seeps out of the
speakers & takes you into its cosy embrace.
And then there is the absolutely timeless “Jodi
bhabo, eto khela noy”. Where do we start &
where do we finish. Helped immensely by top
class lyricists, Hemanta Mukherjee created a
body of work that is truly eternal in its appeal.



Best
Compliments and
Greeting for Dashera

from
Ashwani Singh

Mid City Liquor

691 Sandringham Road, Sandringham 1041, Auckland Ph: 02108142347




The Fund Manager Dada

Tapan Das

Nomoshkar, | am Robinsen Bonar. I’'m a ‘pret-manob.’ No, | am nothing like those Hollywood-designed
ghastly looking Halloween weirdoes called zombies. Neither do | eat brains. | look like an average, non-
descript potbellied Bangali with oil-sleeked side-parted hair, powdered back-of-neck, with an all-

purpose rumal in my pocket. | just happen to hold dual citizenship: of human world and of spirit world.

Yes yes, | know what’s on your mind. | am lucky. | am one of the chosen few. But to be honest, | have
visited the spirit world only twice before: mainly because the immigration officers at the entry ports are
a pain in the neck. “Why are you visiting? “Whom will you visit?” “What have you brought with you?”
“We will have to check all your recent updates on social networking sites first”: they take the pleasure
away from trips. But | do visit them virtually on our networking sites: ‘chayakhata’ and ‘spiritweet.” Such
fun that is. | get to follow all the stars and divas of my dream: Uttam, Suchitra, Manna, Rituporno...my
friend list glows with glamour! Just a few months ago, Uttam da posted on ‘chayakhaata’ that thank
goodness that Suchitra and he had already exited the human world, or they too would have been sent
for election campaigns to Birbhum Bankura and what not, in the blistering summer heat. | quite like
following their updates on social networking sites. | even got a ticket to a Manna Dey-Jagjit Singh
concert recently. This is something that | indeed enjoy of my dual citizenship. | have always looked
forward to a post-retirement permanent residence in the spirit world.

But right now, | am in a terrible mess.

| was tugging at a piece of lamb meat at lunch this afternoon, trying to ease the meat off the bone when
suddenly the marrow from the bone shot up my windpipe in rocket speed. | choked. Before Reema, my
wife, could come and do something to revive me, | had stopped breathing. Now this was a very different
feeling. | felt light as air, floating around like a formless, transparent scarf. | understood that my body
was completely separated and | was now only a soul. | felt myself sitting on the fan blades (my
goodness! Who knew the blades had gotten so dirty and grimy even after the massive cleaning done a
month ago!) looking down at my open-mouthed body, still grabbing the culprit bone in gravy-sodden
fingers. Reema ran out to find help and in the meanwhile, | just thought I'll make a quick visit to the
other world and then when Reema gets back with the doctor, | will slip quietly back in within my earthy
form. But now | am in trouble. Reema got back, along with a doctor and some neighbours. Soon Jimmy,
our son, joined the howling, head-banging crowd of mourners too. | hurriedly tried to get back into my
body, but | failed. Now | panicked. This has never happened before! | had always been able to leave the
body for a while and visit the other world, but could always get back in.

Much that | enjoyed being ‘dual-spirited,’ | wasn’t yet ready for a final exit from the human world. And
now of all days! It’s pujo in a month and | am the convener of the purchase committee of our Club pujo.
These boys will all be lost without me, their favourite’ Angrez da’,as | am called by them at times! Not to
say anything of missing the nabami feast and the post-dashami bijoya feasts that are supposed to keep
me occupied for a month. And then there is Reema — | can’t possibly leave her all by herself yet. We are
a team, a rocking one. Our partnership has been stuff of movie plots: conservative Brahmin girl marrying
an ‘Anglo’ against the wishes of the Chabi Biswas-type patriarch in the family made quite a sensation
those days. Even before the dust on such a marriage had settled down, we kept popping up in



conversations in the hood: for our polar difference in temperament, yet the fevicol-bond we shared. |
am outgoing and thrive on social interactions and participation. She gets tired of too many people
around her. So each time that | have stood in the elections in the past thirty years, Reema campaigned
against me and requested people to not elect me, so she could ensure that | spent more time with her
and Jimmy. Without fail, every evening | would bring home something special for her and she would
cook something fingerlicking good for me, to go with hot chapattis. A few pegs of ‘Old Monk’ have
always done the trick for me. Rafi, Manna Dey, Shakti Chakraborty, and Ezekiel would all come flooding
my sensibilities. Countless evenings | uttered my favourite lines pointing to my wife and son:

‘I am standing for peace and non —violence

Why world is fighting fighting,

Why all people of World

Are not following Mahatma Gandhi,

| am simply not understanding.

Ancient Indian Wisdom is 100% correct.

| should say even 200% correct.

But modern generation is neglecting-

Too much going for fashion and foreign thing.’

| can’t deprive her of my company so early, so much without preparation.

| was feeling very dejected that | would not be able to be a part of the grand Puja celebrations, | was
supposed to take up the role of ‘Heramba babu’ in our club drama, ‘Lord Cornwallis’er Chata’. | had
planned to enjoy the Bombay night with my friends sitting in the first row with the VIPs and even have
Shankar Panda’s ‘LuchiMangsho’ at his stall. Alas! What can | do now?

| thought fondly of my tentultala addas. As coffee House was to Moidul and D’souza, Tentultala is to me.
From self-composed sher o shayaris to lines from The Beatles, from trifola street lamps in Kolkata to the
Telengana issue, Intensive survey,Indranil’s mind boggling souvenir and memorabilia collection ,or our
Choto Shakeel’s sher o shayeri, our adda has always been my lifeblood. The past few days we had been
so incensed with the ebola virus that it formed most of our two/three hour adda sessions. Besides, my
tentualtala buddies have been my support system always. From kids’ career and admissions and jobs to
each other’s health and hobbies, from puja planning to winter picnics, planning newer ways of
membership induction drive,Football,Cricket, we tentultala buddies are always living the shared
experience of life where age is considered just a number. The spirit world can never provide me with
such fulfilling tentultala experience, I'm sure!

Most of all, | had a score to settle with Haripal Bhatta of our pujo committee. He has always been mad at
me for not letting him pocket extras from the pujo fund. His disappointed comments were peppered
with ‘Oh shit” without the ‘h’. ‘s[h]it Robin babu, you are just always messing up my plans.Oh S[h]it! You
are such a bummer!’ But | have always managed to keep him checked. This time, | suspect he is up to
something big trick, just to get at me. How can | go away and let him win? Maa, oshoter joy
hotedionaamaa, Bhattaashurke aamaay thanda korar chance daao, maa, | implored in despair as |



looked at my shroud covered body and the queue of mourners coming in to drown me in more and

more flowers and garlands.
| just had to sort this mess out. | just have to get back in my human body.

| reached the citizenship office of the spirit world and demanded explanation, but the bored-looking
pret-clerk, who kept playing solitaire on the computer even as | spoke, eyed me suspiciously for arriving
from earth, tested me for ebola, and just asked me to file a complaint.” Indignant, | vented it all out on
chayakhaata and spiritweet. In a minute, my post had 90 ‘likes’ and several consolatory messages. But
nothing to resolve my issue! Dejected, | hit the bar. At least here ‘Babaji marka amrit,” a version of
somras, was free and of unlimited supply — this cheered me up a little. Floating by, | came across several
spirit rehabilitation centres. In an open window | spotted our unique moustache man Virappan dada,
doing mandatory community service as part of the criminal correction and rehabilitation plan: burning
chunks of sandal wood to circulate sandalwood smoke through the spirit world. Hmmm, not bad, |
thought. | also saw several young lads, may be in their early twenties, looking after infants and toddlers.
| spent some time watching them, curious about the type of correctional therapy they were undergoing.
Finally it dawned on me: on earth, they had been hanged for being guilty of rape. Here in this spirit
world correctional facility, they are being made to ‘mother’ a child: they were being made to do all that
a mother has to do to take care of a child. This way, by doing selfless acts of care and service as mothers
do, they are learning empathy, learning to respect others and themselves.

| wandered along, still feeling restless. | peeped back at the human world and saw that the fight over my
body was still on. | tried shoving all horidaspaals out and tried whispering in Reema’s ears but could do
neither. | felt helpless. Floating by in the spirit world, looking for a solution or at least an explanation, |
bumped in to a small group of people gathered under a tree. Had to be a Bong gang, | thought to myself!
Look at those steaming cups of cha and cigarettes between fingers and the rising voices on didi’s politics
and future of Congress ,this club,that club ,Brazil, Germany and Bharat Ratna. | could even hear a
passionate rendition of ‘Abanibariaacho?’ It reminded me so much of tentultala and our gang. As | went
closer, | suddenly felt a sharp jolt of pleasure! So many long-gone known faces! Ramu da, Jeevan da,
Sengupta da, Sreegupta da, Chatterjee da, Bose da, Maity da, Dutta da, Sen da, Das da, Lahiri da, Ghosh
da ,Chanda da ,Mukherjee,Mondol Saheb, Ahmed miyan! They waved at me as soon as | approached.

“Arrey Robin! You here too, finally?”
“Bonar babu! What a pleasure!”
“Tumikobe ele Robin bhaya? Just the other day | saw you campaigning for elections. Did you win?”

| was pumped by these hearty comments of welcome and recognition. | told them my story. Suddenly,
they were all rather quiet, eyeing each other knowingly. | sniffed a rat. But they didn’t say anything on
this anymore. Mukherjee and Bose da took me to a meeting that evening, which turned out to be a spirit
world pujo committee meeting. | wasn’t surprised, because it was festive season, and | knew the spirit
world celebrated all festivals: from Navroze to Durga puja to lantern festivals. This was truly one world. |
had learnt so much about world festivals from pictures and updates in Chayakhata. But this time, | was
not quite in the mood. So | floated around half-heartedly, sad about the festivities | was missing on
earth. And now it is too late, | realised. Too late to go back. My body was already being cremated. | read
some of the messages people had posted on my Facebook page.

The messages suddenly flared me up again. This is after all a technical fault on the part of the spirit co-
ordinators! | wasn’t supposed to be permanently up here as yet. | was to be given a day’s notice at least,
as per the rule book pret-manobs. | felt angry but it was frustrating because | had no body now. So |
couldn’t ball up my fist, couldn’t kick, couldn’t push or scratch or pinch or punch.



Just then, Bose da whispered in my ears: “Don’t be upset about being brought without notice. We
always wanted you up here on a permanent basis to manage our festival committee funds, you know. In
the recent years funds have been really mismanaged. | read on Spiritweet how skilled you are at fund
management and we know how you have been keeping that man ‘Haripal Bhatta’ at bay in human world
all these years. So who better than you? So we asked spirit hackers to program your dual spirit account
in such a way that as soon as you make a visit here, your return function will be locked, so you can stay
here forever. And we will hold an election here and | can assure you that | have hold on a large voter

bank. You WILL win the post of fund manager, | can tell you.”
“Elections here too?!Really?”

“Yes absolutely. It has to be a democratic choice after all. You don’t expect our community to just place
someone in authority without popular approval, do you? Haha. Then you don’t know us yet.”

“No, | agree, elections are the way to go. But...”

“Don’t worry Robin, we’ll compensate you well for this forced employment.” Bose da winked. “free 24/7
virtual access to life on earth.”

Well, real managers don’t crib. They negotiate to get the maximum. And that’s what | did.

“I need a bonus, Bose da. My wife’s dual spirit status is to be unlocked so she can come visit me anytime
she wants.”

“Done, Robin. You indeed are a fevicol-couple.”

Well, readers, | can’t complain much now, can I? wife, tentualtala, pujo committee — all there. Win-win
situation.

As | clapped my hands in joy, with a jolt, my eyes opened. A dream after all! But wouldn’t it have been
nice if we could commute between the two worlds?

* Strictly Fiction



What If?

Ditoya Ghose

What if there was no money?
Would the world be a better place?
No war, no hatred, no jealousy,
Would that be the case?

What if there was no religion?
Would we all be able to get along?
No war, no hatred, no jealousy,
No accusations of wrong?

What if there was no poverty?
Would we all just be equal?

No war, no hatred, no jealousy,
No need to be deceitful?

What if there was no selfishness?
No thievery or greed?

No war, no hatred, no jealousy,
No innocents forced to bleed?

What if there was world peace?
Could we all live in harmony?

No war, no hatred, no jealousy,
Would we all just smile and agree?

Ruakaka Stars

Sananda Chatterjee

Under the roundest, brightest moons
‘neath a bejeweled

Perfectly clear southern sky

When the only sound that came to ear
Was the magnificent symphony

Of waves crashing

| thought of you...

Over oceans...admiring the same moon perhaps

Hoping that you thought of me
With affection

If fate is kind

And our paths entwine

In a place where time hesitates
And watches

A night quite perfect as this

| would claim a spot on your shoulder
And tell you about the time

| sat quietly under a clear sky
And heard the waves

And amidst all the stillness and beauty

My mind wandered only to you...
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Strokes of my Pen

Sananda Chatterjee

As imagination meets reality

On this piece of paper -

Memories, hopes and dreams

And everything | own, in between

Between your truth and my truth

That truth lives, here.

Everything | can muster...is safe

It moves from my pen to this once blank piece of paper
Now rather full of... stuff

You are safe within my stuff filled piece of paper
And you may stay, perfectly captured in time

For as long as it stays safe and keeps you within its edges
Where my memories and hopes and dreams

Take shape in these strokes of my pen

And becomes forever...

You will find me within this piece of paper.

You will find me — here.



LOTUS FOREIGN EXCHANGE

CONVENIENT ~ AFFORDABLE ~ SPEEDY
No Commission or Fees on Currency Exchange

Foreign Exchange

Exchange your Foreign Currency and
Travellers Cheques at best exchange rates

Telegraphic Transfers
Send Money to India

e Fee only $10 e No deduction at banks in India e Draft delivery in India is also available at no extra charge
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Send Money to Rest of World
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MoneyGram
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AND
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-
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Precious Stone Jewellery
Silver Jewellery
Gold & Silver Bullions
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Open 7 Days
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Probasee Bengalee Association

ACTIVITIES




PROBASEE SPORTS & PICNIC

Shovik Nandi (Sports Secretary)

2014 capped off a very exciting, captivating and
enjoyable year in sports for Probasee. We kicked off
the year with Dr. Bhaskar Chatterji Memorial Indoor
Soccer Tournament and were very fortunate to have
the event sponsored by Dr.Madhumati Chatterji and
her two sons - Jeet (Jojo) and Joy. It was great to see
both Joy and Jojo back for the tournament!

Probasee once again participated in the annual
Relianz Forex Spirit of Cricket Tournament. Although
the Probasee team always performs exceedingly

well at this tournament, unfortunately, this year, we
had an upset leading up to the semi-final stages and
finished 5th. It was indeed a very disappointing end
to an extremely competitive tournament consisting of
11 very able teams. The cricket season spanned for
3 months, with games played every Sunday. We vow

to come back better and stronger next year around.

At the end of the cricket season, we had a day of
Badminton & Table Tennis and it was very heartening
to see a good turnaround in all three of these events
and the healthy participation ensured — let us say that

the spirit of competition is alive and well amongst our

fellow Bangalis! And we also had our ever popular
annual picnic, which as always, was an amazing
7 success! We have had a very sport filled year and
i hope to have even more activities planned for the
g future.
=
2 All the photos are found on the Probasee Facebook
B page. If there are any suggestions in the sporting
% sector for the future - please do let us know. We
Tﬁ look forward to seeing you all there in the upcoming

tournaments and events.




CULTURAL
RECAP

2015-2014




We have had a very active and productive year, and has been a very
fulfilling start for us, the newbies in our roles as the cultural committee
in 2013-2014. Here are some of our highlights!

This year we brainstormed various ideas about building our community
and engaging our members, and so Probasee had its first Movie Night
which was a tribute to Rituparno Ghosh. It was a fun evening where
there was catch up and mingling, a great movie and amazing snacks
and food. It was a success. This inspired us to have a second movie

night, which turned out to be another success.

2013 saw Probasee’s annual Durga puja at a new hall and location.
The turnout was great and the Pujo ran successfully. It was inspiring to
see Probasee’s young generation performing in the cultural programs,
taking part in competitions like the Art competition, fancy dress and
talent quest. Following the annual Durga puja, in early February of
2014 we had our annual Saraswati Puja. We also had a great Poila
Boishak celebration, where members participated, made delicious
food and sang some wonderful classics. All in all it was a great ‘adda’.
Our latest cultural event was Rabindra Jayanti which was one of

our bigger cultural events. We had a number of participants in

both performance and back stage. We got to see some brilliant
performances from kids and adults and we got to hear some breath

taking performances.

All photos from the past events can be found on the Probasee
Facebook page. The Probasee Facebook page is regularly updated
and all the details for the future events will also be available there.
We look forward to another eventful and fun filled year ahead of

us. Keep supporting the cultural team and help build our Probasee
community. We would also like to thank each and every one of you
who has supported and participated in these past cultural events and

welcome your participation in the future events.

Sayantani & Sananda

Your Friendly Neighbourhood
Cultural Team

2013-2014

Photo Credits:

Shovik Nandi & Sujoy Biswas
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INDIA GATE

FINE INDIAN DINING

0800 INDIA GATE

Call us today!
09 6310047
380 Manukau Road, Epsom

www.indiagateresautant.co.nz

Indian Restaurant & Takeaway
Free (leliverl *Conditions apply
Delight your taste buds with delicious Indian cuisine!
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| \"’ Let the Journey Begin

INDIAN SUB CONTINENT SALE!!

Get the best deals in town, for flying to
India

Call us;
Shell 021 297 3259 Zulfi 021 915 329 Tony 021 022 88835

/j-,-AANZ Unit 0, 8 Bishop Lenihan Place, East Tamaki
P 09 272 3522/272 3544 F 09 272 3577 E travel shop@xtra.co.nz

www.travelshopnz.co.nz

Please note availability is Limited. Tickets must be issued within 3 days of booking to avoid auto-cancellation.
*Airfares Include Fuel and Insurance Surcharges but not Govt Taxes (*taxes may vary for different cities and as per FX variations)
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The Immigrant

Shopan Dasgupta.

The grass is always green on the other side — as the saying goes.

It is the dream of every immigrant to live a worry free life in a new country that can offer
much. A place where one can raise their children free of problem plaguing their previous
country and a place where one can grow socially, economically and possibly spiritually as
well.

Yet with these incentives, one can be put through an internal struggle between ones past and
one’s present. This struggle is over the decision off assimilating into the “new societies
belief’s, traditions, cultures and heritage, or clinging on to the past cultures and lifestyle.
Contradictions despite being in a land away from ‘HOME’.

Immigration is said to bring diversity and richness to New Zealand, yet ‘this richness
generates issues or dilemmas for minority groups, individual group members and the New
Zealand society in general.

Assimilation can be drastic or very simple, from changing ones diet, form of clothing and
attire and making other changes including possibly converting ones religious beliefs. In some
cases it is beyond ones control, yet this adaptation can occur without even ones realization.
Some things have to do be done simply for the heck of it.



The determining factor of whether to assimilate or not depend on the morals and beliefs that
the immigrant has been brought up on. If the immigrant was bought up on strong morals and
beliefs towards their religion and nationality, chances are that the immigrant would rather be
alienated and looked down upon rather than conforming to the beliefs and morals of the
people in the new country.

That is what has influenced our decision to make it to this country of milk and honey as the
Kiwis would say.

Just post-independence when people from India would venture out of their country, more
often than not the case would be to persue higher studies to gain qualifications to make it a
matter of pride and prestige. It was considered that a privileged few could make this OE.

Just to cite an example my parents went to England in the sixties and all they had with them
as opening balance was about 5 pounds. My father went on a scholarship to persue his studies
and to do his doctorate. Knowledge was his key persuit.

Air Travel was then a very expensive exercise. It was a luxury. Indian society was broadly
two categories — the rich, and the poor. There was a small threshold of people who were
deemed to be ‘middle class’.

As India progressed and Indian society modernized its outlook and the socio economic
condition of the middle class family improved — people started to think about venturing
abroad. The same middle class is where the transition has taken place and now it is a three
tier system — the upper, middle and lower middle class. Sounds like the berth available on
Indian railways.

Air Travel around the globe also modernized and one had more options. The increasing
amount of discretionary spending in India has increased over the last couple of decades.
Affordability has widened and hence the stories of ‘influx’ have increased exponentially.

New Zealand historically has been a country of migrants. Its history dates back to the influx
of migrants and the population base has been migratory. New Zealand’s doors to real
immigration from India opened in the early to mid 90s and the real influx of people started
around that time. Immigration wasn’t so popular in the 80’s.

Immigration is a means to a new beginning. We all come here to improve our lives.
Supposedly that is why we are here. We have this fixation in our minds that we need to earn
in dollars or pounds. We need to have a better work life balance. We need to have peace of
mind and we need to get away from ‘what has been’ and create a new ‘what will be’.

I can assure you that — life of an immigrant isn’t easy at all. It is always better ‘the devil you
know than the devil you don’t. The initial years are full of struggles.

New Zealand immigration policy — we need skilled migrants who can help the economy of
the country as well as populate it, increase the demographics. It is all economics here on and
is linked with the growth in Gross Domestic Product. New Zealand is good in bringing in
migrants, but not good at ‘settling them’.



Citing an average example — a couple land here with Permanent residency and as soon as they
touch down at Auckland International airport — their struggles begin. The struggles to settle in
a foreign land, the struggles to make all that investment back in India worthwhile.

Struggles are always associated with hardships and so the hardship begins.

On touching down at the airport ones first encounter is with the MAF officers at the airport.
They suspect that those coming from India would have spices, plant products and other
hazardous items which shouldn’t be allowed into this pristine country. Then as soon as one is
out of the airport, the cold strikes you as though saying “welcome to New Zealand... better
get used to me”.

From the very next day there are three things in mind — a job, an accommodation and a car.
Having a car and being able to drive is almost a pre- requisite.

Reading the newspapers, or talking to friends to scope out the possibility of getting a job,
applications are made and in due course of time ‘thank you letters’ start filling your letter
box.

Many of these letters cite reasons such as — unfortunately on this occasion you have been
unsuccessful. We wish you all the best in your future endeavours. We find that you are
overqualified for the position that you have applied. We are sorry to inform you that though
you have all the pre-requisites, you have been unsuccessful on this occasion. We will be
keeping you resume on our data base.

The few interview calls that one gets — the common question being asked is — do you have
any New Zealand experience. I need not delve on this one. I am sure most people have
encountered this situation.

So where do we normally end up — in the retail chains, in hotels as receptionists or chefs, with
the security companies, in the hospitals as orderlies or cleaners or in admin, in the
telecommunications company as CSR’s and possibly in petrol stations as attendants or with
cleaning companies. The immigrant needs to reminded that — no job is big or small. Every
kind of work is respectful and take pride in what you do.

Invariably one does take the first job that comes ones way as they have to get the bank
building some balance in order to pay for the bills as well as survive on a day to day basis.

So the odd job has been taken, either husband only, or wife only or both husband and wife
doing some job which they had never thought they would be doing.

Immigrants who come with entire family — that is with children as well it may not be a lot
different except for the fact that taking care of the children going to school become another
step in the process. That is relatively easier than in India.

Well accommodation taken care off, job not to my liking but will do until I find one in the
field in which I specialize, bank account having been opened, daily rations coming in, life is
on track but on a very steep gradient. Many days of austerity measures have to be put in
place.



Days of ‘sanction’ towards self. It is indeed a very hard battle initially to get the debit side of
ones ledger looking better than the credit side of things. It takes a while to develop the art of
‘savings’ in this country. Diet is another thing that one has to adjust, especially the vegetarian
immigrant.

At this stage an average immigrant is hardly having any hours off work. Excessive hours of
work have to be put in. The effect is low or nil mileage on social life. Yes but one aspect that
I have noticed is that given India is a huge country and we have immigrants from different
states coming here, most people try and associate with mates from their own state. The
immigrant has to get used to a few new words — such as ‘kiaora, dude, and bro.

A car — doesn’t matter if it is late model, it has to be affordable and economical, a car that can
get me from A to B and back as and when I work. A car that can take me to the flea market
on the weekends coupled with a few parks and beaches. A car that can help me take baby
steps towards socializing.

Just as the saying goes — everything takes time — so it does to settle in a foreign land which is
about 11000 miles away from ones real home. It is not a rule of thumb but it normally does
take about three years to find ones foot on this foreign land and may be a further two or three
years before one can firmly say that they have settled down and made this country their own

The fact being that New Zealand is a country that has been built by immigrants, there still
exists this distinction between the privileged few and the not so privileged. We only open to
this fact on arrival and trying to get a foothold in terms of our positon in the work force and
in society.

A simple example is — when I came to this country having applied for permanent residency I
had to do the IELTS test.( International English Language Testing system) The idea behind
that was that if we wished to do further studies or we wanted to get a better job the higher the
band in terms of a result the better one stood a chance of succeeding.

In November 2002 New Zealand government raised the level of competence in the English
language from band 5.0 to band 6.5 on the proficiency test for applicants seeking resident
visas and work permits. This was the first of the several policy adjustments that were
introduced to obtain better settlement outcomes for immigrants.

What surprises me even today is the fact that there are other immigrants here for whom
English would be their fourth or fifth language, but they are given preferential treatment in all
facets of life. It would be fair to be blatantly truthful about the fact that migrants from a few
select nations are given better treatment than those arriving from India.

China - far ahead in terms of visitor and student arrivals and in approvals for family
sponsored under family category. The immigrant walks down Queens street for the first time
and it feels like being in a modern city like Singapore, Hong Kong or Beijing. Walk near
Auckland University and you would feel that you are at the University of Beijing.
Preferential treatment.

Figures show that last year 38% of immigrants were former international students and India
overtaking Britain in terms of skilled immigrants. Asians have moved from being a
‘significant number’ to ‘dominating’ most immigration categories.



Life of an immigrant though hard at times does reward perseverance, persistence and
patience. Life sways between prejudices and practises. Time is the most essential factor here.
In the earlier days of immigration from India when the Indian diaspora was very small it must
have been a harder task to try and accept the fact that we have made the conscious decision to
make this our country of residence for future generations to come.

Today things have eased a lot in the sense that the Indian diaspora is huge and there is help
from most quarters. All one has to do is ‘shout out’ for the same. Even though the initial
years are a bit of a struggle things do tend to settle down a lot faster. There are off course a
few cases where — there is a return to the pavilion.

The one big question that one must ask — “do I really want to make this my country? Do I

really want to stay here for the rest of my life? Am I a misfit in this society? What is my
identity? Is this what I had thought New Zealand will have in store for

Compliments and
Greeting for Dashera

from

YOGIJI'S

FOOD MART

RAJESH THAKKAR
DIRECTOR

YOGUI'S NZ LIMITED

22/26, Carr Road, P.O. Box 27163, Mt Roskill, Auckland, NZ
Tel: (09) 624 5757 Fax: (09) 624 5758 Mob: 021 030 9138
E-mail : yogijisfoodmart@yahoo.com




Broken

Sananda Chatterjee

Under such circumstance — what is my plight?
Nothing

Where do | stand in the great scale of things?

In between — luxury and slight

Discomfort from the cold weather

I’'m ok — there is nothing wrong with my life.

Provided for, well kept, educated

Family, friends, job

Where is my distress? | am ok.

Not war torn, not impoverished. Not dead in a fatal accident or by the fury of Mother Nature.
A few flawed personality traits,

A few tarnished relationships

A few failed connections.

So what? My walls are intact.

There are cracks, sometimes these are fences close to home

But that’s just perspective — | have not suffered.

What suffering? Perspective.

| am grateful to my stars. You don’t bother me.

Your opinions, they bother me even less.

You're presence in my universe, is only but a speck of dust —

That momentarily irritates my eyes. And | wash it with cold water,

And it’s clean. Tears, angst...brief interruptions in my otherwise fine life, between luxury and slight discomfort
from the cold weather

| thank my stars. And my heart goes to you. Your suffering is greater than mine.
| haven’t been in your position. If | was, | might have been

Broken.




| had a dream and | wrote it down

Sananda Chatterjee

I had a dream and | wrote it down

So | wouldn’t forget it

So vivid and sharp, it would have cut my tongue
And these words kept it safe...

Otherwise | would forget it

But | didnt...

| walked around with it in my head

For so long that | forgot... the truth — or so they
said

How could | forget the truth...?

They tell me you are

A figment of my mind

A trick of my brain

But that is most silly!

How can you not be true?

All those coffees and conversations

Loving and laughing, the wine and the wisdom
The endless hours spent not doing anything

In full view of everyone...

And they try to tell me

That you won’t come visit

Because | made you up... you're a lie
But | know better... | think | know
But oft late | can’t tell

| had a dream and | wrote it down

So that it would leave my head and

It wouldn’t follow me around

| wrote it down

But | can’t find those pages anymore...

| know | dreamt of you

And that was before we met...

And | remember thinking how incredible it was,
It was incredible

‘Cause we met. We met. We did meet,

Didn’t we?

These are my memories,

They are not tarnished, cannot be

It does feel a bit disjointed,

Slightly fragmented...these memories
But that’s because it has been awhile

| did want to forget

When you stood amongst my friends and mocked
me

How you laughed and called me insane

How could you

Call me insane?

Oh, no wait!

They said no one saw you
They say you were not there...
You were my imagination, my

Creativity running away with me...
And that | didn’t just dream about you
They said perhaps...

Perhaps | dreamt you up but

| did have a dream

And | wrote it down...
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Spice Supermarket

P: 09 8151748
e: info@spicesupermarket.co.nz

www.spicesupermarket.co.nz
539 Sandringham Road,
Sandringham, Auckland
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]fappy @uryapu/a L& Dashera
TOP IN TOWN FOODCITY

Top in Quality, Top in service.
583 Sandringham Road, Sandringham, Auckland
09 8469009 Mob: 022 611 5163
- Free home delivery
Visit the shop and feel the difference

*conditions apply.
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56 White Swan Road, MT. Roskill, Auckland 1041, NZ
T: 09 627 0009 M: 022 106 0913 E: sandhya_badakere@yahoo.com

Swar Sadhana Academy of Indian Music

This Institute was formed in January 2008 in Auckland.

It has an Affiliation with Sur Jhankaar Academy of Mumbai. .

A course has been designed to provide training ranging from:-

Voice culture and voice production technique,

A strong base in Hindustani Classical Raags and semi classical forms
Rendition of bhajan, ghazals and Bollywood songs.

Our main focus has been to offer a four year training course up to a certificate
level recognized be government of Maharashtra.

We maintain a good Guru Shishya Parampara at the Academy.
Group coaching for children of 5 years to 12 years

Individual training for children above 12 years and for adults.

For further details please contact
Sandhya Rao Badakere (director)

096270009
0221060913




Importers and Distributors of well known
brands and quality FMCG products
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AB INTERNATIONAL LTD | “Brigiy 7sgether a World of Goodness”

(09) 256 1400 F (09) 256 1402 E orders@abinternational.co.nz




Zg Bank of Baroda (New Zealand) Ltd.

EASTEST WAY TO SEND

MONEY TO INDIA

KEY BENEFITS ARE:
 Hassle free credit to the beneficiary’s account with

Bank of Baroda’s branches in India instantly WE PROVIDE
» Same day credit to the beneficiary’s account with

branches of other banks. HOME LOANS
e No minimum and maximum amount of money

Transfer. BUSINESS LOANS
* Confirmation of credit to the remitter through their

home branch through SMS alert. INTERNET BANKING
» Two remittances free of service charge every month to

account holders. INTERNATIONAL DEBIT CUM
» Terms and conditions apply as per the type of account. ATM CARD

Note: This facility is not available for trade related transactions

726 Great South Rd 114 Dominion Rd 55 Featherston Street
PO Box 97726, manukau PO Box 56580, Mt Eden, Auckland PO Box 5813, wellington 6011
Ph: 09 261 0018, fax: 09 261 0019 Ph: 09 632 1020, Fax: 09 632 5082  Ph: 04 4471097, Fax: 04 499 4343

Email: manunz@bankofbaroda.com Email: aucknz@bankofbaroda.com Email: wellnz@bankofbaroda.com

www.barodanzitd.co.nz




