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From the President’s Desk
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Durga Puja is not just a religious festival in any part of the world or in India, it has
reached a carnival sort of status in its celebration with expressions of art, culture and
themes. The global presence of Bengalis across various geographies reflect the same
with focus on art and culture more than religion; and over the years, there has been
more inclusive celebrations cutting across social fabrics of communities.

Probasee Durga Puja is also traversing along the same path as it starts to reflect the
nature of participation with visitors and members alike. The local kiwi born Bengalis
have begun to identify and associate themselves with the greatest traditions of Durga
Puja, from Mahalaya all the way to the Bijoya Dasami Day. The colourful dresses the
kids wear, the kurta-Punjabi and sarees the adults keep flashing and all the rush to
have that one great selfie with Goddess Durga to flash in the social media is still

on and the fever will continue in the years to come. May God bless all of us in this
festive season. We look forward to more fun filled days of celebration this year and in

the future years.

Best wishes
Malabika Bhaduri
President

Probasee Bengalee Association of New Zealand
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28t NZ Sarbojonin Durgotsav 2019

Since 1992
Organised by Probasee Bengalee Association of NZ Inc.

Venue: NZ Athia Trust Society
37-39 Selwyn St, Onehunga
Auckland 1643

PUJA NIRGHANTA 2019

Friday 04 October

6:45 pm Pratima Sthapan and Puja
7:30 pm Cultural programme

9 pm Dinner

Saturday 05 October

10:30 am Mahashashthi Puja
12:30 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
1:00 pm Prasad and Lunch
1:15 pm Mahasaptami Puja
3:00 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
7:15 pm Sandhyarati
7:40 pm Cultural Programme
9 pm Dinner
Sunday 06 October
10:30 am Mahashtami Puja
12:30 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
1 pm Prasad and Lunch
1:15 pm Sandhi Puja
1:45 pm Mahanabami Puja
3:15 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
3:30 pm Havan
7:00 pm Dasami Puja
8 pm Sindur Daan
9 pm Dinner

On behalf of:

Probasee Bengalee Association of NZ Inc.
www.probasee.org.nz
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(R) ROOP DARSHAN

A*}tfy}gfw #

C/”/)Aolulé %—l%qance

SILK SAREE COLLECTIONS

VISIT STORES
1 WHITE SWAN RD, MT ROSKILL, AUCKLAND
221 GREAT SOUTH RD, PAPATOETOE, AUCKLAND

www.roopdarshan.co.nz

BIKANERVALA
-u.u.o.o.o.o-o.

‘Best Comyﬁments and Greetings
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Mt Roskill, Auckland | 09 627 6400
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Relianz, your first choice to rely
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>
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Travel Insurance

RELIANZ

GROUP

Forex

Competitive Rates
All Major Currencies
Fee Free Days

www.relianzgroup.com

Home Loan
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0508 411111 (toll free)
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Wish | could rewind back in time
Shopan Dasgupta

I am certain we all have heard and read the famous phrase “old is gold”. This adage will
remain in time immemorial as it is true that “old items” fetch a lot more than they are worth
when either auctioned or sold.

If that is true on the one hand, then the other side is also true — we are constantly looking for
the ‘new’. The new style, new technology, new ideas, new finds, new generation. A classic
example would be the new generation phones... mobile phones. It is a craze with everyone..
not just the new generation but also the older generation. We go to great lengths to secure
the latest when it comes to technology. Parents are always found chasing the moving
goalpost in order to fulfil their children’s wishes and demands these days in terms of keeping
them technologically abreast with the times.

It is always true — what you did not see, what you did not have, what you did not touch is
something you will never miss. So what does that exactly mean. For the millennials who
haven’t seen stuff that belonged to the olden era, they will not be reminiscing the past. They
have their eyes well into the future.

These are a few of my ‘favourite things’... the famous lines from the superhit musical movie
“Sound of Music”. I am sure many would never have heard of an ICMIC cooker. When I was
a child, in one corner of my house, there was this brass
and metal cylindrical object that was simply kept as a
showpiece. It never really grabbed by inquisitive
attention to ask nor inspect what it exactly was. When I
was in my 7" standard my parents and a few family
friends decided to spend a day out having a typical what
was termed in those days as “PICNIC”.

This cylindrical object was on that day loaded at the
back of one of the cars and it accompanied us to the
spot where we all were going. Once there and when the
object was dismantled it became evident to me that it
was in modern terms — ‘a slow cooker on coal’ and
worked on the principle of ‘water and steam’. There was
another cylindrical four-layered sort of tiffin box in which you could put all the raw material
and you could do slow cooking of meat, rice pulses and veggies. The ICMIC cooker - one
wouldn’t cross paths with this object in today’s times. They are very rare to find, the old ones
made of brass, metal and steel. History would suggest, it was used more by the Army and
Infantry for their cooking when deployed.

Vintage Record Turntable — briefcase type. It was portable. It was a record turntable with
three speeds — 33/ 1/3, 45, 78 rpm records could play on this set. I grew up with this record
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player in our house. My father would always play classical
Bengali songs — Robindro Shongeet, Bade Ghulam Ali
Khan’s thumri, Bismillah Khan’s shehnai or Pandit Ravi
Shankar’s sitar vadan. Actually, three records that were
very popular in our house were — Shyama, Chitrangada and
Debabrata Biswas- Tagore Songs.

My father had a huge collection of records, totalling almost
75 in number. He would also listen to ‘Linguaphone’
records, learning various foreign languages. As I grew up I
was very fascinated to see how this instrument or electrical
player actually worked. I would sit very close to it and
watch the records spinning around and the stylus with it
pin at one end doing all the magic in terms of creating the sound. Vinyl and turntables seem
to have made a comeback these days, but it is hard to find the turntables of the 1970’s in
today's times.

There was this huge looking wooden chair, which had the ability to keep rocking once set in
motion. When one sat on it, you tended to more or less, feel as though you are sinking to the
bottom. It had two huge armrests, and it had legs that were skewed, the reason why it was
referred to as ‘Granny Rocking chair’. It was a chair that my father would have sat and read
James Hadley Chase, PG Woodhouse or listened to music or sports on the radio. The chair
was made of good quality wood, and it was very heavy as well. It had a cushioned backrest,
and the seat too was cushioned with very decorative embroidery.

The beds, these majestic wooden Queen sized beds, carved out of good quality vintage teak
wood, would adorn many houses in Kolkata especially. The legs of the beds would be curved
and designed. They would have four wooden poles, which were as strong as pillars to hand
the mosquito net. This was another piece of the same jigsaw that took my fascination. We, as
children, would use the underneath of this bed for a good hiding place when we played hide
and seek. The legs were tall and the ground clearance was really good. The bed, which we
had, actually also had a storage place near the head-board. Many of these beds, if maintained
properly, can last for nearly half a century to a century. It felt royal to sleep in one of these
magnificent pieces of furniture. As they grew older, they would make a creaking sound every
time one got onto it. One rarely gets to see such beds in modern times.

Another object that I grew up with and always took my fascination — the Vintage Olivetti
Lettera 30 typewriters. It was made in the 1960’s. I actually used to play with the keys of the
typewriter when I was a kid. I would love to keep punching the keys until the platen would
nearly reach the end when a bell would ring reminder the author to set in motion the next
line or para. The bell was my fascination, being a kid. Eventually, I learnt to type when I was
in my early teens. My father wrote many manuscripts for his books on this very typewriter.
He wrote many of his lecture pieces and speeches on the same. He compiled about sixty
‘Papers’ in his field of work on the same.
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Bush Radio... I am sure many of us have grown up with some form of radio in our houses. We
had this huge wooden box, out of which came different sounds. As I grew up I realized that it
was called a Radio. We had the typical 3 band Bush manufactured VHF 62 radio whether we
were listening to Vivid Bharati, Akashwani or ABC or BBC. So many interesting Cricket test
matches my dad and I would listen to on this very radio and still be thrilled as though we
were on the actual venue. In fact, I still remember we would listen to the commentary from
Wimbledon as well. Listening to live Tennis was great fun.

Written in Ink... This is something of the past The Ink Pen — something that we don’t see
nowadays any longer. Hero Pens and Chelpark Ink...
synonymous with each other. It was a kind of luxury
to own a branded ink pen in those days. Usually, my
parents would end up buying some local brands, that
made reasonably good ink pens. The ink bottles came
in red and blue. Many of our teachers in those days
would mark our exams with red ink. We would carry
three pens at-least during our exams in our Camlin P
compass box. Other famous brands of Ink Pens or
fountain pens as they would be referred to were Pilot,
Sheaffers and Parkers off course. It was considered ‘royal circles’ if one owned a Parker Pen.

Reel to reel tape-recorder... We had this huge tape recorder which looked like some
modern-day gadget of its times. It was the Ferrograph Logic 7 which was made in Britain. My
parents had reel tapes on which there were songs, dramas, plays, as well as personal voice
recordings which were great to listen too. My father, in due course, also bought a Phillips
Reel tape recorder and it was like an upgrade from the previous one. The quality of sound
emitted was fantastic for its times. Many times when there used to be a family get together at
our place, we would record people either singing songs or reciting verse or poetry and it was
indeed a very thrilling experience to playback what was recorded and the big tapes would
move forward and backwards depending on the buttons being pressed.

The next item, I am sure was present in many households and for that, it was an important
item that showed the time as well as chimed when set with an alarm. I am referring to
Vintage folding case Alarm clock. These clocks were so useful in those days that you could
actually carry them around the house, as well as you could use them in your travels. We had
two of them and both were ‘gold-coloured frame’. They could be easily folded back into their
shell-like box, which had a leather casing. One had to wind the clocks to keep them working.
At night I used to be amazed at being able to read the time, despite the darkness because the
digits worked on the principle of radium.

Now, this was something of a workhorse. It was one of the finest engineering feats of its time.
It was sturdy, strong and actually it had sufficient seating space to take a family of four. It
came in some bright colours and shaded off blue, yellow, coral green and white. Any idea
what I am talking about? Many would have guessed already, but for those who were not
around those times would find it hard. I am talking about the legacy scooter — the Lambretta.
In fact, the reality was this is one scooter that had a market for nearly 50 years. The closest
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rival would be Vijay Scooters that were
manufactured in India. I miss those days of
sitting on the back seat of a Lambretta and
being dropped off to the bus stop for school and
the same routine on return from school.

When in the school holidays we would travel as
a family, my mother, father and myself, I would
see my mother pack this huge canvass thing,
into which she would put all bed, bath, linen
and beyond items. The object I refer too was
made of canvas, thick and good quality canvas
with two big wrap-around belts. If it is spread open, actually two adults had sufficient space
to sleep on them. My parents always referred to it as — the Holdall. I, initially in my naivety,
thought that it was the word in Bengali. But not to be, it is referred to as Holdall in English.
The most common group of travellers who still carry Holdalls with them in India are the
army personnel.

The other object with which I fell in love and I thought we as a family were a bit ahead of its
times, was the fact that we had a ‘Sony Trinitron’ colour TV in the 1980’s in our house,
thanks to my aunt and her family who were settled abroad for many many years. The
television set was a crowd puller. Friends and family and would love spending time at our
place depending on whether there was good movie or any sporting event such as Wimbledon,
or Football World Cup or for that matter any tour
of Indian cricket Test matches that were live
telecast. India at that time primarily had only one
channel and that was Doordarshan. We had to play
around with the internal antenna on the TV set in
order to receive the best transmission. I fondly
remember watching many a great tennis tussle
between John McEnroe and Bjorn Borg or Jimmy
Corners. On the ladies front, it was between Chris
Evert Lloyd and Martina Navratilova. Remember
also many a great innings from Sunil Manohar Gavaskar as well as Clive Lloyd.. the list can
be endless.

Honestly, if I am to rewind back in time, almost everything of that era was ‘gold’ for me.
Right from bonded lead pencil ‘Natraj’ to the ‘Camlin’ pencil box or geometry case, to the
very common and famous Prestige Pressure Cooker or Postman cooking oil Tin container or
to the Pentax K1000 SLR camera or Indian Railways with it Steam Engines and wooden
coaches, or the roads with two famous car brands the Fiat and Ambassador and sideways
tilting double-decker buses or the public transport buses with Daimler Benz engines or the
two coach Trams on the streets or even the Avro Aircraft or the Maharaja Insignia on the old
generation aircraft fleet of Air India. I am certain this adage is applicable for all respective
generations.
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Most people love to reminisce about the past. The list of objects and things and items that
fascinated me then still fascinates me now. The only sad truth of present times is ‘present
times’ and by that, I mean many of the items or objects are now ‘obsolete’...only distant
memories of their existence can be found. Many of them are ‘antiques’.

If I carry on writing... this article will ever end. Hence whenever I am in a quiet reflective
moment, I do take time and think about those good old golden days... I am instantly drawn
to the famous song from the great musical movie ‘The Sound of Music’... these are a few of
my favourite things... by the way, I am certain many of us will remember — “Illish maach”
was only Rs. 17/- a kilo and Rui maach was only Rs.11/- a kilo - again... back in time.

NOVELTY

THE TASTE OF PUNJAB

+ i 11.

Sweets & Restaurant
10J /2 Bishop Browne Place,
Flat bush, Auckland
Ph: 09273911
Web: www.noveltysweets.co.nz
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Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Amit Sengupta

- uiiel i
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Why even more than 74 (from 18" August
1945) years after His disappearance, the
people of India and the historians from all
over the world, are so keen on finding out
the truth about Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose? A part of the answer has to do with
what Netaji did for us. Netaji was a great
patriot and freedom fighter, who
dedicated his entire life in the pursuit of
India’s independence from the yoke of
British rule.

He was part of the mainstream movement,
spearheaded by the Indian National
Congress. In 1939, serious differences
arose between him and the mainstream,
most notably, Gandhiji. The major
differences were in the modus operandi. It
became so bad that Subhash Chandra
Bose was side-lined and expelled from
Congress.

Subhash Chandra Bose, as Congress
President in 1939, had asked the Congress
to serve the British a six-month ultimatum
to leave India, during the 2nd World War.

Subhash Chandra Bose saw it as an
opportunity and asked Gandhiji and the
Congress to put pressure on the British.
Gandhiji was not in favour of such action
because the British were involved in
World War. Congress, under the
leadership of Gandhiji, rather decided to
support the British during the 2™ World
War. Subhash Chandra vehemently
opposed the decision of Congress to
support the British during the 2" World
War. The struggle for freedom had been
mellowed down. With the aim to initiate a
mass movement, he called out to people
for their whole-hearted participation.
There was tremendous response to his
call. He was then expelled from Congress.
After expulsion from Congress, his
popularity increased and he became a very
popular leader and a symbol of Indian
youth that were ready to face all kinds of
troubles in their fight to free India from
British rule.

Situation, in the year 1939, was very
unfavourable for the British Empire. On
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one side, they (British Empire) were
involved in World-War and on the other
side Subhas Chandra’s popularity and
gaining the support of the masses, created
real worry for them. Initially, they locked
him up in jail but his health started
deteriorating. He was subsequently placed
under house arrest in his Calcutta house.
At 1:30 am, on 16™ January 1941, he
escaped from his house and managed to
reach Peshawar. From there, with the help
of supporters of Aga Khan, he reached
Afghanistan. He named himself Ziauddin,
as a Pashtun Insurance Agent. From
Afghanistan, he travelled to Moscow on an
Italian passport. From Moscow, he
reached Rome, and from there, he reached
Germany. Most probably this is the
Greatest Escape Story in Political
History.

In Germany, he sought to raise an army of
Indian soldiers from prisoners of war,
captured by Germany, forming the Free
India Legion and the Azad Hind Radio.
From the very start of the war, the
Japanese intelligence services noted, from
speaking to captured Indian soldiers, that
Subhash Chandra was held in extremely
high regard as a nationalist and was
considered by Indian soldiers to be the
right person to lead a rebel Army.

1943, the Japanese invited Subhash
Chandra to lead the Indian nationalist
movement in East Asia. He accepted and
left Germany in February 1943. After a
three-month journey by submarine, he
reached Tokyo. From Tokyo, he arrived in
Singapore in July 1943, where he made a
number of radio broadcasts to Indians in
Southeast Asia exhorting them to join in
the fight for India's independence.

The Indian National Army (INA)
/Azad Hind Fauj was an armed force
formed by the Great Revolutionary Ras

Behary Bose and Mohan Singh in 1942 in
South East Asia by Indian Prisoners of
War of the British-Indian Army captured
by Japan in Malaysia and Singapore. The
aim of INA was to secure Indian
independence from British rule. This INA
collapsed and was disbanded in December
1942, due to differences between the INA
leadership and the Japanese military over
its role in Japan's war in Asia. On 4™ July
1943, Subhash Chandra assumed the
leadership of Indian Independence
Movement and the leadership of INA was
handed over to him (Netaji) by Ras Behary
Bose and proceeded to lead a trained
Army of about 40,000 troops in
Japanese-occupied Southeast Asia. From
that day, he was named as Netaji by INA
soldiers. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's
INA was all prepared to take on the British
Army.

(In the meantime, the Quit India
Movement was launched by Gandhiji in
1942. This was originally proposed and
suggested by Subhash Chandra in 1939
when he was the President of Congress.
The Quit India movement, led by
Gandhiji, faded within a few months).

INA was declared to be the army of
Netaji's “Arzi Hukumat-E-Azad Hind” (the
Provisional Government of Free India).
Under Netaji's leadership, INA drew from
the Indian expatriate population
in Malaysia and Burma. Netaji’s appeal to
the Indian patriots (ex-prisoners and
thousands of civilian volunteers), saying,
“Give me blood, I will give you freedom”
(Tum Mujhe Khoon Do, Mai Tumhe Azadi
Dunga) had the greatest impact and
influence on them. INA fought along with
the Japanese Army against the
British forces in Burma, Imphal and at
Kohima.
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On 21st October 1943, Netaji proclaimed
the establishment of a Provisional
Independent Indian Government and his
Azad Hind Fauj alongside Japanese troops
advanced to Rangoon and then reached
Kohima and Imphal on 18" March 1944.
In that battle, the mixed Indian and
Japanese forces were defeated and forced
to retreat. INA succeeded in maintaining
its identity, based in Burma and Indochina
as a Liberation Army. Azad Hind Fauj lost
its battle, but it won the war against the
British imperialists.

The INA had left deep impressions on
many of the existing British-Indian
soldiers, many of whom had been
recruited during the war. Their encounters
with members of the INA and the secret
circulation of past INA propaganda had a
lasting impression on the British-Indian
soldiers. In fact, one British officer
observed: "In the eleven months which
had ... elapsed since the first contacts of
the Indian Army, Navy and Air Force with
the mass of the INA in Rangoon, there had
been widespread fraternization. Its result
was political consciousness which the
Indian Servicemen had never before
possessed.” This new consciousness led
them to react more sharply, not only to the
existing grievances in the Service but to
the pressing political issues of the
post-war years.

Coupled with the glorification of the INA
by various political parties, the morale of
the members of the British-Indian troops
began to decline and signs of rebellion
began to emerge. During the first INA
trial, in 1945 and 1946, the image of the
British armed force in India was
completely shattered. Royal Indian Air
Forces went on a strike to protest against
the trials and in February 1946, the Royal
Indian Navy also joined the mutiny with
some areas where the Royal Indian Navy

was stationed, experiencing bursts of
violence. It was evident by the middle of
1946 that the Indian Armed Forces
became INA sympathizers. The British
administration was able to gather some
important lessons from the revolt of the
British-Indian Army and Navy. It was then
that the British realized that they have to
relinquish India and they decided to leave.

It was Netaji and INA’s impact that
forced the British to quit India in

1947.

In an interview to the BBC in February
1955, Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar
elucidated the reason why the British left
India in 1947. He (Dr Ambedkar) said,
“Bose, Not Gandhi, Ended British
Rule in India.” He also said that

“Gandhi contributed to
the freedom struggle, but to say that his
QuitIndia Movement led to
the freedom, would be an
overstatement”.

Dr Ambedkar further said, “Two things led
the British to free India. The British were
ruling with the strong belief that they had
total control over the loyalty of soldiers.
Whatever happened in the country or
whatever politicians did were not areas of
concern for them. But when they found
out that Indian soldiers had formed a
party and were planning to blow them
away, the British hopes were squashed.
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There was a considerable amount of faith
in the INA. The British were now scared of
a rebellion as the army was now looking
up to Bose. Netaji had done enough
damage and the British were certain of
leaving India. The only question was
'When?' The man who had paved the
way for a British exit was nowhere
to be seen. We owe it to Bose, the
man who made a greater impact
than Gandhi”.

On 12 February 1946, commander-in-chief
of the Indian Army, Sir Claude
Auchinleck, was asked to explain to his top
military commanders through a "Strictly
Personal and Secret" letter the reasons the
military had to let the INA "war criminals"
and "traitors" go off the hook. He wrote,
"Having considered all the evidence and
appreciated to the best of my ability the
general trend of Indian public opinion,
and of the feeling in the Indian Army, I
have no doubt at all that to have
confirmed the sentence of imprisonment
solely on the charge of “waging war
against the king” would have had
disastrous results, in that it would have
probably precipitated a violent outbreak
throughout the country, and have created
active and widespread disaffection in the
Army, especially amongst the Indian
officers and the more highly educated rank
and file."

Clement Richard Attlee (who served as
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
from 1945 to1951), agreed that Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose was the toughest
Challenge the British Empire faced. When
Richard Attlee came to India after 1947 as
a state guest, he was asked by the
Governor of Bengal that “since Gandhi's
Quit India Movement had tapered off
quite some time ago (1942) and in 1947 no
such new compelling situation had arisen

that would necessitate a hasty British
departure, why did they have to leave”?

In his reply, Attlee cited several reasons,
the main among them being the erosion of
loyalty to the British Crown among the
Indian Army and Navy personnel as a
result of the military activities of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.

He was also asked what was the extent of
Gandhiji's influence upon the British
decision to quit India. Hearing this
question, Attlee's lips became twisted in a
sarcastic smile as he slowly chewed out the
word, 'm-i-n-i-m-a-1'.

Netaji’s contribution was not
acknowledged for political reasons. It
was Netaji's impact that forced the
British to quit India in 1947 and
transfer the power (in real sense which is
not freedom) to Congress and Muslim
League by dividing India into two parts
(India and Pakistan) on the basis of
religion, which I consider as the worst
historical and political blunder in
20" century. The man (Netaji), who had
paved the way for a British exit, was not
present in 1947. If Netaji was present
during that period, then it would not have
been possible for the British to divide
India (in their term) on the basis of
religion. Then it would have been
undivided India and we would have got
(real) Independence (Freedom) in our
term.

JAI HIND
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protest against Mahatma Gandhi’s trying to
cut down such great personalities of
Modern India as Rammohan Roy in his
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education ... (he) is growing enamoured of
his own doctrines — a dangerous form of
egotism, that even great people suffer from

at times ...” 1|
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“..Such an emotional outburst should have
been taken advantage of in starting
independent organizations all over India
for serving our country. Let Mahatma
Gandhi be the true leader in this ... . I shall
be willing to sit at his feet and do his
bidding if he commands me to co-operate

with my countrymen in service and love. I

refuse to waste my manhood in lighting

fires of anger and spreading it from house
to house. It is not that I do not feel anger
in my heart for injustice and insult heaped
upon my motherland. But this anger of
mine should be turned into the fire of love
for lighting the lamp of worship to be
dedicated through my country to my God.
It would be an insult to humanity if I use
the sacred energy of my moral indignation
for the purpose of spreading a blind
passion all over my country. It would be
like using the fire from the altar of sacrifice

for the purpose of incendiarism.”
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Gandhi and Tagore. Two types entirely different
from each other, and yet both of them typical of
India ... It is instructive to compare and contrast
them. No two persons could be so different from
one another in their make up or temperaments.
Tagore, the aristocratic artist, turned democrat
with sympathies, represented
essentially the cultural tradition of India, the

proletarian

tradition of accepting life in the fullness thereof
and going through it with song and dance.
Gandhi, more a man of the people, almost the
embodiment of the Indian peasant, represented
the other ancient tradition of India, that of
renunciation and asceticism. Both, in their
different ways had a world outlook, and both
were at the same time wholly Indian. They
seemed to present different but harmonious

aspects of India and to complement one another.

T S
i) The Argumentative Indian: Amartya Sen
ii) Gandhi 1914-1948: Ramachandra Guha

iii) Nehru’s quotations from, a) prison diary entry of 7
Aug, 1941 (on getting news of Tagore’s demise) and,
b) Discovery of India
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Painting by Rounak Giri
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I am so proud to be a Bengali and
proud of Rabindranath.
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USA 2017
Atrayee Roy

It was only two years ago that the special
day had arrived in my life. I had waited
more than 30 years to visit USA. Being a
student of geography, USA’s topography
and natural features always encaptivated
me. I dreamt of going there and seeing the
natural features with my eyes. I had
memorised each state and the capital cities
in the US during my study. But
unfortunately, or fortunately, that day did
not arrive till 2 years ago. When we
wanted to move overseas, my husband
planned to come to NZ instead of USA. As
we settled down in NZ, I gradually started
to give up my dream as I felt there may not
be any difference between these two
countries in natural beauty. NZ has a lot of
natural features and some of the pristine
natural beauty!

Life went on. Suddenly after 19 years, I got
a special invitation from my brother to
visit them on their son’s graduation party.
Their son, Ayan Sinha has become an
artist in vocational music under the
guidance of the famous maestro Pandit
Jasrajji. Ayan would be performing a
three-hour-long concert for all his friends,
relatives and well-wishers. I accepted the
invitation. During this span of thirty years,
many of my relatives have settled down in
the US. So, I contacted my brother-in-law
and my sister so that I can spend some
time with them too.

The strangest feeling, that I had
experienced prior to my visit to the US,
was that the excitement that was there
some thirty years ago, had vanished. I
could barely recollect the names of the
states. I felt that because I had come to
terms with the fact that I may not go to the
USA, my beautiful dream had vanished in
thin air. Instead, I felt the urge to go and

share my knowledge and experience of
Pranic Healing (energy healing) with
friends and relatives that I would meet in
my trip.

I boarded the plane and landed in Los
Angeles, then to Salt Lake City where my
brother-in-law and mother-in-law came to
pick me up. My stay was short with them
(only for a week). I visited Yellowstone
National Park, Crater of the Moon and
Bryce Canyon amongst other places. I was
dumbstruck with the beauty of the
uniqueness of these places. The wild
animals in their natural habitat added
grace and beauty to the natural
environment. I was practising my Pranic
healing practice and I could feel the
tremendous  positivity around me.
Everything was taking place as smoothly
as possible. My childhood dream was
manifesting in a way that I could enjoy
every moment of it. Though it was
summertime in June, I was lucky to see
snow, hail, rain and ice all in one day!

- YELLOWSTONE
= NATIONAL
.‘_ , PA RK ﬁ:\ "

A

Then I boarded the plane to Pittsburgh. I
looked from the window of the plane and
saw the desert down below. I was full of
joy and satisfaction to see the country as it
unfolded in front of me. When I reached
Pittsburgh, I was so happy to be with my

Probasee Souvenir 2019_v2.indd 44

44

20/09/19 9:59 AM



brother’s family for the first time in the
USA. I chatted all day long, helped them
in arranging the graduation party that was
to happen the next day. The house was full
of friends and relatives that I have not met
for a while.

All was going smoothly when something
cropped up. My nephew was throwing up
and was terribly sick with fever early in the
morning on the day he was to perform.
Everyone became tense and my Boudi
gave him all sorts of medicines to cure
him. I suggested my brother and his
family if they wanted me to treat Ayan
with Pranic healing. They agreed, and I
did the protocol that was needed. He fell
asleep. After a few hours, when he woke
up, he felt absolutely alright. That evening
he sang amazingly to capture the
audience! They acknowledged the power
of healing.

After the celebration was over, my brother
took me out to see the Niagara Falls, New
York and Washington! I realised that I
would have missed a lot if I had not come
and seen these places. Niagara Falls was
beyond description. This was also a time
that I got to spend with my brother after
eight years. I thanked him from my heart
for all the arrangements that he did to
make my trip successful.

The last week was with my sister near
Atlanta! We chatted, cooked, went out
shopping and sightseeing in those days,
and it was a wonderful family time to

share each other’s experiences. I shared
with her the amazing power of Pranic
healing and how it could be practised in
our daily lives.

After the amazing three weeks, it was time
for my return to NZ. I boarded the plane at
Atlanta to come to Los Angeles. My
connecting flight to NZ was later that
evening and I was contemplating what to
do for 8 hours of wait time. The plane was
in mid-air and I started watching a movie.
Suddenly all the screen monitors
darkened, and I could feel a hassle and
buzzle in the plane. I was unable to
understand what was happening. Then I
heard the announcement that one engine
of the plane failed, and the pilot was
preparing for an emergency landing. He
said that he had landed planes safely
before in such conditions and there was no
need to worry. I thought that after such a
beautiful holiday, was this going to be the
end or was there a bigger plan? I
immediately calmed down and started
doing my inner practises to not only
protect myself from any harm but also for
all the passengers, crews and luggage that
was on board. After half an hour that
plane safely landed at Memphis airport.
Later, when I contacted my relatives, I
came to know that this place in Tennessee
was the place where my spiritual guru had
physically left this earthly plane. I felt that
he protected and saved us. I was blessed to
be able to be in this place even for a short
while.

After some time, another plane arrived to
take us to Los Angeles. I did not miss my
connecting flight as those eight hours were
spent in Memphis to add some spice in my
journey to the USA. The dream did come
true and it became memorable even more
as it was full of amazing experiences of
energy healing!
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Vienna — My first European experience for 210 days!
Shivaji Adhikary

“Nothing ever becomes real till it is
experienced.” (John Keats)

That sounded quite logical. And after my
Vienna (Capital of Austria)
experience, it is a fact that I have possibly
seen all the glorious things that one hears
of Europe, when I went there in the
summer of April, in 2012. I could never
imagine that God had painted a beautiful
place called Vienna on earth. It was one of
the most enriching and fulfilling
experiences of my life. The seven months
of my stay in Vienna has taught me more
than any book or any degree will ever be
able to teach.

It all started with me receiving a surprise
email from my manager stating that I have
been chosen to represent Larsen and
Toubro Infotech to work for
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), Vienna, a subsidiary
of United Nations. That sounded quite
promising to me at the beginning. My
video conference-based interview went
well actually with the management of
IAEA, but I was doubtful if they will end
up selecting me. When I got selected with
another guy from Chennai, I was feeling
like he and I are the chosen ones for this
“mission to Mars” project and this

made me determined to reach the place
and give my best shot come what may!

I started from Mumbai after bidding
usual goodbye to my parents and my sister
from the international airport (after
admiring the superb Mumbai
International Airport construction and
finally was able to reach the Vienna
airport after travelling for close to nine
hours in the Swiss Airways. It is not easy
to travel non-stop for such a long duration
on a flight where the seats were so small
even to sit, forget lying down! While in the
aircraft, I was remembering the reactions
of my friends and my relatives who were
absolutely stunned to hear the news, not
only because I was going abroad, but also
the very fact that it was at Larsen and
Toubro InfoTech's expense. Did it
shock them because they underestimated
me all this time? “How can an average
student make it abroad on his own merit
without  parental  support?”  they
wondered.

For some people, it was luck that had
defined my selection and for the rest, it
was a result of my hard work. I'd say it was
a combination of both culminated with
absolute sincerity in what I do at work
with full dedication. I remember being
asked in the onsite interview via Skype,
“What does the word TEAM mean to
you?” I remember replying, “TEAM is an
abbreviation of the phrase — Together
Each Achieves More.”

I landed at the Vienna airport on 22
April 2012, from Zurich [as my flight was
landing Vienna from Mumbai via Zurich
(in Switzerland)] and I must admit that I
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had quite an adventurous time to be able
to reach the appropriate Gate number in
the Zurich airport. Actually, when I landed
at Zurich airport, I was told to reach Gate
no. 10. But how do I reach Gate no. 10 was
actually not communicated by the Swiss
Airways clearly. And, to figure all this out I
had only one hour with too many
handbags (my lack of experience travelling
abroad ALONE)! To add to this, the Zurich
Airport officials DID NOT SPEAK
ENGLISH!

After figuring out the correct Gate
number, I sped as fast as Milkha Singh
and finally reached the gate but to my
shock, I could mostly see glass covering all
around it just like the glass covering of a
particular store in a mall. Ideally, when
you reach the gate number, you expect
that to be the last point after which you
board the flight, but not in my case. After
waiting for a while, I decided to return and
have a check on whether I was going in the
right direction or not. Being watchful was
not enough and I realized that the place,
where I was previously, was actually the
right place. I came to know that those
glass coverings are actually glass doors
which open up when an underground
metro train arrives which connects
Terminal I to Terminal II. This was a
massive surprise and a shock for me, as I
never imagined a train to be the mode of
transport from one airport terminal to
another!

As I belonged to a land where trains arrive
only at the train stations, this was
something completely out of the world for
me. The fact thrilled and excited me as I
admired the amazing planning and the
execution of the metro station planned
perfectly to be able to create something
like this which is so very helpful for the
passengers. But the admiration had to
stop as I had very few minutes left. So I

hurried to finally reach the aircraft at the
exact time!

When I finally landed at the Vienna
International Airport, I was beginning
to realize that my dream had come true.
However, no one had reached the airport
to receive me (maybe I was not the Prime
Minister of India, hence!). I somehow
figured out that to reach the Praterstern
Station, I needed to go down and buy the
train tickets. Now was the real challenge. I
saw a lady using the machine to buy the S
- Bahn tickets (S: stands for Schnell
and Bahn: stands for Train used for
travelling to a certain limit outside Vienna
or trains travelling long distances). Now
before trying to use the machine (and have
100s of questions in my mind on using its
functions), I preferred to ask the lady to
buy me a ticket and yes, she did oblige me.
She was actually helping a few other
people as well (like me) who were trying to
buy the train tickets.

Later on, she joined me along with 2-3
more passengers to travel to Praterstern.
As 1 was travelling, I was enthralled to
watch the streets of Vienna city - the clean
roads, the picture-perfect landscapes, the
Mercedes cars, the Ducati Bikes, in other
words, the perfect place to shoot a Yash
Raj movie. I was exhausted initially as I
had travelled and panicked a little bit at
the Zurich Airport, Switzerland (coupled
with some jet lag); but those views simply
were casting their magic on me. I was just
beginning to realize how advanced and
gorgeous Europe really was and I was
super excited.

I managed to reach the Praterstern Station
and finally met my room-mate for the next
seven months - Suryakant Thakkarkar - a
studious guy who had his childhood and
was brought up at Goa. We then reached
our rental accommodation and while
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travelling to reach our location, I couldn’t
help but admire and acknowledge the
beautiful women around me as well while
I was on the train. Actually, they were all
very healthy with great skin (and some
unnecessary tattoos!). The men were
perfectly built and were all looking like
Greek Gods.

What followed for the next seven months
was the fight for survival, they fight to stay
alive (by either buying food or inventing
ways to cook food using YouTube) and the
fight to overcome the predicament of me
not knowing the German language.
Actually, I had not known that the people
of Austria speak only German and hence it
wasn’t easy for me to buy the groceries
and other necessary items without using
the Google translator in my iPhone 4. Egg
was named Ein, for example, and trusts
me, I actually did that. My condition was
even more pathetic when I went to a salon
for the first time, at Vienna City Centre
Salon for men. The barber did not know
English and I had quite a weirdly -
hilarious time trying to explain the details
of what hairstyle, what hair length etc I
was aiming for. Google translate had to be
thanked immensely for getting me out of
such a situation (to some extent along with
me playing dumb charades and using
hand gestures, trying to explain the
details).

After the haircut, when I looked in the
mirror, I was looking a tad younger. Well,
I understood that my boyish look was
quite visible with this hairstyle which was
short but a stylish one. I liked it. I could
carry it to my office.

The next day I had to reach the office at 9
am as usual but after the office was over, I
just loved travelling in the U- Bahn (Metro
rail) while travelling back home. The
U-Bahn is incredibly accurate and the

frequency of trains is after every 2
minutes. There are trams taking you to the
station from your house which are
frequent and timely as well. Something
that I miss here in Auckland — the Trams.

Cooking was my next challenge as
expected as I had cooked only one thing
for the past 26 years of my life, i.e.,
NOTHING. Cooking actually needs a lot of
patience to get started to be able to end up
making a palatable dish. It is one life skill
that must be taught at an early age,
probably in schools.

The Prater Park experience

“Do not be misled by what you see around
you, or be influenced by what you see.
You live in a world which is a playground
of illusion, full of false paths, false values
and false ideals. But you are not part of
that world.” (Sai Baba)

Sai Baba is right. Well, Sai baba cannot be
wrong anyway as he is THE ONE. After
slogging for the whole week working for
the TAEA and experiencing the pains of
waking up early and working till late
consecutively throughout the week, I
decided to enjoy the Praterstern park one
Saturday which looked quite kiddish from
outside and was one sort of Essel world for
Vienna, and boy did I enjoy myself! I went
to the giant swing which while at its peak,
reached at least not less than 30 feet so
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when it came down, I felt like a superhero
who would hit the ground after reaching
and then start flying again! The seat where
I was sitting (along with a few people of
around 30 years of age) then started to
somersault which made me screeeeaaaam!
The joy ride was of approximately 5 Euros
and I made sure I enjoyed it more than
any human being on earth. It was such a
fun experience and a nice warm weather
as well, as it was in the month of June
2012, which was the summertime.

The next ride, that I took there, was with
my (next) roommates and it was
Go-Karting. We were a bunch of 3, out of
which 2 had just arrived from India and
were from Datamatics. Naresh had been
kind enough to give me the
accommodation as I had to leave my
previous one. I had actually met Naresh
while playing cricket in Vienna.

Cricket is something each Indian is
associated with so it is a way of interacting
with people from my home country. The
first thing I did was to be smart enough
and get a picture for myself with me sitting
in the racer Go - Karting car.

Facebook has changed the meaning of
pictures altogether and yes it was great fun
to ride and race. I beat the roommate
black and blue but had a very close contest
with a female who was driving almost like
a professional. She knew exactly when
and how much the breaks had to be
pressed while sharp turning curves were
met. At a few times, my car hit hers as well
(unintentionally though!), and 1 was
feeling like I am almost there but she
would always get the better of me. Finally,
at a point of time, she looked tired and
slowed down and I seized the opportunity
and accelerated past her to come first (as
only 3 of us were racing on the track).

Victory is always a good feeling no matter
what your competition is.

However, as I looked behind, I realized
that the race was already over.
Nevertheless, it was the first time I was
doing the Go-Karting stuff and yes I did
have a lot of fun. Somen, one of the guys
with whom I had raced, was very angry
with himself and I loved that. He is a very
senior guy and has an ocean of knowledge
saved in his brains. The next ride was a
merry-go-round which after a point of
time will take you to around 100feet above
the ground and then go around with its
speed increased. Gosh, that was scary! At
such a height you are able to have a view
of the whole city of Vienna and the cold
breeze which would almost start
whispering in your ears, “this is how you
feel when you are flying, Shiv!!". This ride
was always visible from the trains and is
one of the sight-seeing attractions of
Vienna and I am glad to have covered that.
Basically, Vienna is a very beautiful city
and when you come out of the Praterstern
Station you feel like you are actually in an
amazing place and you start thanking God
that this had to happen with you in this
life. Full marks to the government for
maintaining the city. There is a fantastic
monument situated right outside the
station which has its history (for which
you can very well use the internet to know
more) and which looked extremely
picture-perfect. Another selfie moment for
me for sure.

Mozart Concert at Schonbrunn Palace

My next experience that I would like to
share is the Mozart concert held at the
ethereal  Schonbrunn  Palace. My
roommates were actually just the opposite
of me. They would prefer to stay at home
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knowing that there is a Mozart concert but
I was not going to let this go off me.

I returned home as usual tired after
working in the office. But something
inside me started telling me to live each
day as if it was my last day. I know that
sounds filmy but that is how you
experience things which you probably
wouldn’t if you stayed at home and ended
as normal. Normal is so boring. I
somehow figured out the place where the
concert is supposed to happen, and finally
was able to reach there. Beautiful lights hit
the sky and the crowd’s presence along
with the music similar to Beethoven's
symphony only increased my excitement.
Actually, I had never seen so many people
walking and being so chirpy. So I finally
managed to reach the Palace and it looked
magnificent. The beautiful architecture
which looked absolutely stunning. Was
able to hear the host speaking something
in German to address the performers and
the crowd. Slowly the music started and
the couples that were standing in front of
me started to do ball dance. As I was
alone, I felt awkward and understood that
all this would have been so much more fun
with a friend, a companion or a life
partner. I stayed there for a while. I
actually tried coordinating with a friend to
reach the place but he himself was lost. It
was an experience which was good but
could have been better with my life
partner surely. Life is more fun if it is
shared. However, my mom thinks that it
makes one dependent on someone. Well,

everyone has their own opinion and that, I
guess, is the beauty of life. When two
people discuss and contradict to a point of
view, the same issue is handled in two
different ways and time decides who ends
up in what situation. Both are correct in
their places.

A Quick trip to Kahlenburg
rope course

“A thrilling experience called LIFE!!”

An email was circulated in the office by
Vijay (A lively guy from the webserver
team) that a nearby place -called
Kahlenburg could be explored to do a rope
course. As I always wanted to explore
tasks which were challenging as well as
exciting, I made up my mind to join the
group for this fun task in the coming
weekend. Actually, life had to be made
great during the weekends or else
someone who had just come from a
livewire place like Mumbai would feel
dead in the empty streets of Vienna.
Population isn’t that much there. In the
evening at around 6, the streets would go
empty and all the shops would down their
shutters.

We reached Kahlenburg after we had
gathered at the Praterstern station (a
station as popular as Dadar or Bandra in
Mumbai, India). Initially, we were given
some outfits and a very beautiful
instructor named Magdalena decided to

Probasee Souvenir 2019_v2.indd 50

50

20/09/19 9:59 AM



guide us. She was a fair lady with blue eyes
and her personality was magnetic. She
first guided us on how to wear the outfits
properly. After that, we were taken to a
place where kids, adults, moms and dads
practised sliding through a rope — a
simulation of what was coming for us
shortly. And then started our Rope
Course!!

I can write my experience here in more
than 4 pages but you have to experience it
yourself to get the actual thrill. There were
a lot of trees and a passage (which was
sometimes like a thin rope which had to be
passed and sometimes it was tiles tied by
ropes floating in the air which had to be
crossed after enormous balancing and all
this at a height of around 20 feet!). In
short intervals, then came a rope to which
you have to tie the hook (which was given
along with the rope course outfit to every
individual) and reach the other end of the
rope which was at a distance of almost a
kilometre. So once you started the slide to
reach the other end, you almost got the
feel of flying in the air that touches your
face making you feel like a superhero!

In Kahlenberg, there isn’t one type of rope
course which is not available or is not
functioning. Such is the gamut of several
rope courses available there (all in good
condition) for a price of 30 Euros which is
similarly priced in India as well (at Della
Adventure Park near Lonavla).

The hook that you have attached to your
body cannot be removed. The officials out
there are very particular of this and there
is one official always present having a
close eye of what safety precautions you
are violating!

We covered all the rope courses available
at Kahlenberg. The last one which was to
be completed was easily the most exciting,

the most challenging and the most risky
one. We were a group of approximately 10
people with two ladies as well in the
group. Both the ladies (Priyanka and
Neha) were quite determined to finish the
last one and prove the world “Darrke
aagey jeet hai!!” However, as God made
woman delicate, they found it very difficult
to finish the last rope. One had to admit
that it was a difficult one for even us to
finish and the very fact that the ladies
wanted to attempt needs to be
commendable. When Neha started the
course, I started capturing it in my phone
as a video. People who had finished the
last hurdle went down but Vijay, Blaise
and I had stayed back to motivate and
guide the girls. While I was capturing the
video, people were fooling around and
commenting on the girls and sometimes
on me too. But it was great fun and I will
always cherish these memories for a long
time. In Auckland, this is done at Waihiki
Islands as well.

Finally the inevitable happened and the
rescue team had to be called in to help the
girls as they got stuck! The same
instructor (the blue-eyed girl named
Magdalena) had come to rescue and boy
did she make all the women proud. She
came in a jiffy and in no time the girls
were on the other side of the rope. She was
very professional. We thanked her
immensely and finally started our journey
back to our homes.

A great experience had to finally come to
an end, but the memories are still fresh
and I can still feel it inside me.
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When The Dust Settled

Sananda Chatterjee

Ten. This was the tenth line she had
etched in the wall so they must have been
there for ten days. This was the only way
for them to keep track of time. They knew
the conflict was inevitable and had been
stockpiling for a while, building their
basement into a temporary shelter.

Vineet had found their neighbours caught
in the middle of some sort of argument
with the authorities and had talked them
down from taking the family of four to
where the rest of them were being
detained. And so the 7 of them, ended up
in Antara’s basement.

Every now and then the ground above
them shook and unsettled the dirt on the
old bookshelves that lined the inside edges
of their makeshift safe house. Antara’s
eyes fell on the few remaining cans of

beans on those shelves. She had never
even thought that she would need to think
about the shelf life of food - she had
always prided herself on organic, fresh
produce, a conscientious consumer. In fact
Antara made it a point to never ever buy
canned foods, so this was a real
adjustment. Especially for little Nimit.

She quickly glanced over at the three kids
playing some make-believe game in the
corner. Nimit and Tammy had dressed Mr
Beaver up with rags from the basement.
Nimit never let Mr Beaver out of his sight
since he got it on his birthday last year.
The three of them were looking for hidden
treasure, in squares that they drew into
the dust on the floor.

How easy it was for them to pull the real
world up there, into their play and ignore
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the reality of what might be happening.
The adults had told them that they were
just in a video game. And they had to play
a long game of hide and seek. But the kids
were getting restless now. And the food
was starting to run out.

They had enough food and water here for
a few months, but that was when it was
only the three of them - having the Rikers
there, had depleted their supplies in about
half the time.

“The shelling seemed to have stopped,”
Vineet said, looking at Antara in hope.

He had been straining his ears to the
ceiling to try to hear what was going on
better.

“Maybe we should go up and try to have a
look. You guys should just hang back
here,” he said looking over to Ryan, “we
don’t want for them to see you.”

“No Vin, you can’t go out there on your
own man. Let me come with you.” Ryan
pleaded.

“Vin, Ryan has a point,” Antara piped up.
She definitely did not want Vineet
roaming the streets alone, scavenging for
food. It was really hard to tell what was
actually going on up there. “But Ryan, it’s
probably not a good idea to let you go
either. I could just go with Vin. You guys
can stay here and watch the kids,” Antara
said, determined.

“Listen Antara, it will be fine, honestly. Let
me go with Vin. I am really shit with the
kids, Shelley will attest to this”, Ryan
signalled to Shelley who nodded in
agreement on cue.

It had been good to have the Rikers
around in all honesty. The two families
had been neighbours since before the kids
were born. Ryan was funny, but Shelly was
the badass of the Riker household. She
had given up her entire corporate career to
be a stand up comic and now also ran a
little comedy club.

“Oh,” Antara thought, “used to run a
comedy club”. She had been injured on the
day they came down here. Shelley wasn't
really good to go anywhere.

“Earth to Antu” Vineet -called out,
snapping Antara out of her thoughts, “we
shouldn’t really delay this too long babe.
What if the quiet doesn't hold too long?
We may only need to go to our own
kitchen or the Rikers. Might not even be
far.”

“Fine,” conceded Antara. “But please, just
be super careful.”

“Papa!” Nimit cried out and pointed to
where the figures of Vineet and Ryan
slowly came into view.

They had been gone almost a full day
before the rest of them had decided to get
out and take a look. It had been pretty free
of any incriminating sounds. More and
more it was the sounds of peacekeepers’
sirens, talking on the megaphones calling
out for different families who may have
been left behind. Some had been
sponsored to leave the country. But
definitely no shelling. No gunfire. No
yelling. No explosions. So the rest of them,
well Shelley and Antara, thought they
would risk it. So they climbed out of the
basement and spent a few hours just in the
house, which was now in a devasted state -
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bullet holes, shattered glass and furniture
fragments everywhere. But they had
deemed it safe to venture outside.

Nimit had spotted his dad and before
Antara had a chance to slow him down, he
sprinted across the road, when an
explosion rocked the street and Nimit
disappeared into a cloud of smoke and
dust.

Antara was knocked off her feet from the
explosion but she pulled herself back up
fairly quickly. It seems that she perhaps
had fallen over from the shock of the
explosion than anything else. She cleared
some debris from her eyes. No sign of
Nimit. A panic starting to sink in. Then the
smoke and dust faded just enough for her
to be able to see Vineet again and a sense
of relief washed over her. Sirens were
wailing in the distance again. Maybe the
peacekeepers were closer.

“Did you see Nimu come to you?” Antara
yelled across the road. Vin signalled that
he still couldn't hear properly.

She couldn't either, she realised, her ears
were still ringing in the aftermath of the
explosion. They could barely see below
each others necks.

“I am going to come to you” she signalled
him.

Antara started slowly making her way
across the street, the same route Nimit
had taken. Navigating through the ash and
dust foot suddenly hit something squeaky.
Her heart skipped a beat. She knelt on the
road immediately and started foraging
around to find, Mr Beaver. The tears came
out thick and fast, she couldn't stop them
now. From the corner of her eyes, she saw
Vineet was next to her, he had definitely
found him.

The dust had finally cleared, and the
sound of the peacekeepers became more
obvious as they started to tend to people.

Antara and Vineet sat there frozen.
Helpless. Holding the lifeless, mangled
body of their 5-year-old.
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May Maa Durga Bless you and your family with
good health and happiness.

Aakash Jeyaseelan
Spiceland
50 Queens Road,
Panmure
Mobile: +64 22 516 7120
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Linoleum Print by Shanta Basu
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NO hea ahau?

Sujata Roy

An immigrant yearns for belonging,
The way a lost child seeks her mother,
She lives her life in ‘no man’s land’,
Never quite one, or the other.

In the deep pit of her gut she is incomplete,
Determined to ‘find herself whilst travelling home,
For she was never raised there, you see,

She can’t call her motherland her own.

‘Where am I from?’ she aches to belong,

They look much like her, but don’t sound the same,
She mimics the accents from Bollywood films,
She’s no longer the girl with an uncommon name.

She finds solace among the blaring horns,
The distant-relatives’ welcoming embrace,
She wants to fit-in, she dresses the part,
Forging a connection to ‘her place’.

White flowers interlace waist-length hair,

A hibiscus tucked behind her ear,

A red round bindi where her spirit resides,
Complete with kohl-lined almond eyes,

When she returns to her foreign home,

The clean, green land of the long white cloud,
Where people are the kaitiaki of all they hold near,
Stand for what they believe in, tall and proud.

A slice of heaven in the South Pacific,

Strong spiritual ties with mountains and rivers,
Young Aotearoa is full of courage,

Land of hobbit holes and wise old wizards.

She is not lost at sea on this waka alone,
Through introspection she has found-

She is more than just one, or just the other,
This is the story of all the immigrants around.

Paintings by Sujata Roy
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Ode to two little feet
Sushanta Roy

Summer is hard - perched and dry
Dust in my eyes - a blessing in disguise
I did not want to see

I was not strong.

The optimist went about their daily

I was only waiting for monsoon - it was always a friend.

Yet in the distant horizon I saw little shoots
Almost doused in sand
Courageous and playful -all very noisy and bold.
They said "Live - just like we do"
Noisy and bold.

Among them I saw a little girl. She said,
"Take me to the sea - and then to a hill
If I can live so can you"

I didn’t know the answer — can I?
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Saving
Madhurima Chatterjee

Nobody saves you.

They can sweep you off your feet
Without claiming love.

They can become fantasies

By lying with you and not to you.
They can be just as perfect

When you have nothing to expect.

The age-old true love can grow

And with old age, manifest fallacies.
Because as a self-loathing treasure trove,
You can't meet more defeat.

So, Nobody can save you.

Durga Puja

Emili Biswas

@ This event is marked on every Bengali calendar,
v It brings us excitement and makes us feel eager,

% 6 We dance and unfold our festive emotions,
The passion and love reveal beautiful creations;

Bhajans and mantras sung with devotion,
Blessings and good luck earnt with ambition.

We create and innovate our cultural senses,

That makes us realise our strong essences.
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How Artificial Intelligence Will Affect Us

Neel Das

Imagine waking up to your personal robot
assistant serving you breakfast. Imagine a
computer algorithm folding your bed for
you. Imagine  hopping into  your
self-driving car and arriving at school
without even touching the steering wheel.
Sooner than you think, these dreams will
become a reality. Artificial Intelligence will
have a big impact on our lives. It will
increase convenience in transport, it will
automate jobs, and has the potential to
save lives.

The first question going through your
mind might be, what 1is artificial
intelligence anyway? Artificial intelligence,
also known as Al, doesn't have a strict
definition but what it really boils down to
is technology being able to perform tasks
such as answering a question or
translating words into another language.
You might have already seen examples of
artificial intelligence in your daily lives. In
fact, there's a good chance you have had
these virtual assistants in your pockets
before. Yes, I'm talking about Ok google or
Siri. They can perform simple tasks, such
as responding to your questions or
recognising your voice. You may think
that's impressive but that's only scratching
the surface of what Al can do.

You may have heard about self-driving
Teslas or self-driving Ubers. If not, they
are exactly what the name suggests, a car
that can drive itself. Wouldn’t it be
amazing if you could arrive at your
destination without even needing to think
about where you're going? You will also be
able to get to your destination significantly
quicker since it’s much easier for a
computer to avoid traffic jams than a
human brain. Not only will it be slightly
more convenient, but it will also cut down
car accidents as there is no room for
human error. It won't just cut it down by a
bit but by a whopping 94%, making the

roads much safer to walk along. These
self-driving Teslas are planned to be
finished by 2020.

A lot of books, movies etcetera depict
robots automating some of our chores and
that's not far from what the future might
turn out to be, in fact, it’s already
happened to some extent. Folding laundry
is a task no one wants to do. Imagine life
with a robot to do those boring tasks for
you. Yes, these robots already exist, the
most well-known example of this is
Laundroid, don’t get too excited though, as
it takes 4 minutes to fold a single item of
clothing. But that’s with today's level of
technology. In a few years, I believe we
could radically improve this speed. We're
still thinking small. We could also
automate jobs; thousands in fact.

Artificial intelligence isn't just going to
give us easier lives but also longer lives.
Cancer is responsible for many deaths and
by the time you've been diagnosed with it
might already be too late. AT will hopefully
detect those problems before they become
too serious. Not only will it prevent
illnesses before they already happen, but
also figure out the exact medication
needed wusing information about the
illness.

The way Artificial intelligence is portrayed
in Movies, video games etcetera might
make you scared of Artificial intelligence,
but the pros greatly outweigh the cons. It
will change transportation for the better,
automate boring task and potentially save
millions of lives. Al is neither good nor
evil. It's a tool. It's a technology for us to
use. It's how we use them that counts.
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Teenagers Get Less Sleep Because of Technology
Sachi Roy

Technology has become a significant part
of our lives. We use it almost every minute
of the day and often lose track of time,
especially when using our devices before
bedtime. In the last 5 years, The National
Sleep Foundation has found that us
teenagers are not getting enough sleep
because of the overuse of mobile phones,
laptops, playing video games and the list is
endless.

Our sleep patterns are affected in three
ways - The Habits of Mind, Physiological
Shifts and Our Emotional Wellbeing.

Most teenagers have the inability to

self-regulate the ability to exercise
self-control over our devices. The majority
of our generation are developing strong
habits of over-using different technologies
like checking own phone repeatedly,
putting earphones on, walking while
texting - which all contributes to sleep
deprivation. Let’s not forget the social
media like Facebook, Instagram and

WhatsApp too!

Experts say, it is not wise to use a screen
immediately before bedtime, as the bright
screen affects the biological rhythms that
govern sleep. A study in the Journal of

Applied  Physiology  suggests that
performing “exciting” computer/video
games may actually suppress the

production of melatonin, the so-called
"sleep hormone”. Another research
suggests that the overuse of technology
late at night affects the cognitive abilities,
creating an easily distracted generation
whose brains are still developing.

According to Dr Alison Baker, a child
adolescent psychiatrist, “Teens affected by
sleep deprivation because of overuse of
Technology, in general, say ‘I'm
miserable’, ‘I'm grouchy and dumb’, which
all leads to depression.” Sleep-deprived
teenagers suffer from moodiness, the
constant battles, the reckless, impulsive
and careless behaviour that affects our
behaviour during the day.

Sleep is important in our lives as it
improves our health/Hauora. Through
sleeping, physical health matters, the
ability to store information in the brain
increases; leading to good performance
academically and also helps in building a
strong relationship with our parents,
teachers and peers. Proper sleep reduces
stress and anxiety thus reducing the
number of accidents a teen can get
him/her involved in. The best way to
prevent is by not using our device an hour
before sleep or putting phone in another
room before going to bed!
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NO hea koe?

Svetlana Banerjee

As I began my journey of becoming a teacher, I was asked to look deep inside myself at my
identity and who I am. No hea koe? This is a small excerpt from this write up which I felt
expressed what an important role the Probasee community has played for people like me who
have grown up away from India.

Culture is a large part of one’s identity. I identify myself as a Kiwi Indian. Researchers Bhabna
(1994) and Hussain (2008) call this a hybridised identity. I look back and feel privileged to have
had the best of both worlds and to have been able to make choices between the different
perspectives I was acquainted to. Most people are submerged in one culture and they do not
always get the opportunity to broaden their horizons and way of thinking. They do not get to
participate in multiple communities.

I was born in New Zealand with experiences which reflected the western Kiwi culture while
simultaneously being exposed to Indian culture, language, and values. I was never forced to
choose one or the other to define my identity and I was always given the assurance that I was a
fusion of both. From when I was born, my parents made sure that I learned Bengali. I only
realise now how important it was for me to have access to the Bengali language and connections
to Bengali culture. It gave me my roots and foundations. It connected me to where my parents
came from and what my ancestors spoke and believed. I give a lot of credit to the Bengali
community which emerged here in Auckland for giving me the opportunity to experience
festivals and participate in cultural programmes which strengthened my connections to India.

I have my own little culture along with many other people like me. In New Zealand, I am Indian
in many ways. When I visit India, my strong Kiwi roots emerge. Unknowingly my way of
thinking, talking, and reflecting on the world is underpinned with a Western perspective because
of my upbringing in New Zealand. In different situations, I adapt. I am traditional at times,
open-minded at others. I am quiet at times and speak up at others. I am proud to call myself
Kiwi Indian and to say that both parts of my culture make me who I am.
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The Peshawar School Massacre

Krittibas Dasgupta

On 16 December 2014, Taliban terrorists, in their misplaced zeal to prove that
education counts for nothing in their grotesque vision of the world, stormed into the
Army Public School in Peshawar in Pakistan. Armed with semi-automatic rifles, they
mowed down the hapless school children and teachers with the careless abandon of
fun-seekers in a shooting range. The school floor was awash with the blood of 141
innocent lives.

I was shocked and angered beyond any power of expression I had. Somehow my
thoughts turned to the lyrics of a song penned by Bob Dylan in the 60’s. Although
Dylan’s song “A Hard Rain’s A-gonna Fall” is about people’s deep-seated fears of a
nuclear holocaust, the words resonated very strongly with the way I was feeling. It
didn’t take me long to adapt the lyrics with a few well-chosen tweaks. It was
cathartic, and to a small extent helped me to deal with the enormity of what had
happened:

Oh, where have you been, my blue-eyed son?
And where have you been my darling young one?
I've been in a classroom with nobody in it
I've walked over hallways all muddy with blood
I've been in a playground all silent & empty
I've been out in front of strange men with no faces
I've been standing alone in the mouth of a graveyard
And it's a hard, it's a hard, it's a hard, and it's a hard

It's a hard rain's a-gonna fall.

Oh, what did you see, my blue eyed son?
And what did you see, my darling young one?
I saw faces of friends all red & disfigured
I saw shadows of laughter in eyes that were empty
I saw a black desk with blood that kept drippin'

I saw a room full of men with their guns all a-blazin'
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I saw some people crying some turned into stone
I saw bodies of angels with their wings all broken
And it's a hard, it's a hard, it's a hard, and it's a hard

It's a hard rain's a-gonna fall.

And what'll you do now, my blue-eyed son?
And what'll you do now my darling young one?
I'm a-goin' back out 'fore the rain starts a-fallin'

I'll walk to the ends of abandoned highways

Where people spray hatred from places of worship
Where wolves prey on the souls of the naked
Where the hot summer haze hides hearts colder than ice
And the executioner's face is always well hidden
And I'll tell it and speak it and think it and breathe it
And reflect from the mountain so all souls can see it
And I'll stand on the ocean until I start sinkin'

But I'll know my song well before I start singing
And it's a hard, it's a hard, it's a hard, and it's a hard

It's a hard rain's a-gonna fall

With apologies to Mr Robert Zimmerman.
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Probasee Annual Events

1. Alo Adhare Amar Kobi - 2019 (ST ST ARE F - 2059)
A tribute to Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam, and Sukanta Bhattacharya.
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2. Bongo Mela 2019 (337 (311 R043)
Embracing the first day of Bengali New Year 1426.

3. Anondo Mela 2019 (S (JT 05)
Celebrating the first essence of Durga Puja. Into the Pujo vibes.
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4. Probasee Annual Play 2019
The annual play “Shorkari Officer” is a political and bureaucratic satire contextualised to the
post-millennial and contemporary West Bengal.
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Wishing you e> your Family

a Happy Durga Puwa
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Eco Travels

EXPLORE THE 24x7 GLOBAL SUPPORT
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WORLD “"

with ECO TRAVELS

Our Services:

* Cheapest Airfares
* Affordable Tour Packages
*Unbelievable Cruise Deals




