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37-39 Selwyn St, Onehunga
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PUJA PROGRAMME 2018
Friday 19 October
7 pm Pratima Sthapan and Pujo
8:00 pm Cultural programme
9:15 pm Dinner
Saturday 20 October
10:30 am Mahashashthi Puja
11:30 am (in parallel) Sit and Draw competition followed by Quiz Challenge
12:30 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
1pm Prasad and Lunch
1:15 pm Mahasaptami Puja
3 pm Arati/Pushpanjali
7:15 pm Sandhyarati
7:45 pm Cultural Programme
9:15 pm Dinner

Sunday 21 October

10:30 am

11:30 am (in parallel)
12:30 pm

1 pm

1:15 pm

1:45 pm

2:00 pm (in parallel)
3:15 pm

3:30 pm

7:00 pm
8 pm
9 pm

Mahashtami Puja

Go As You Like competition (children and adults)
Arati/Pushpanjali

Prasad and Lunch

Sandhi Puja

Mahanavami Puja

Talent Quest (6- 18 years)

Arati/Pushpanjali

Havan

Dasami Puja
Sindur Daan
Dinner

On behalf of:
Probasee Bengalee Association of NZ Inc.

www.probasee.org.nz



CONTENTS

Bibekananda-r Bishwajay [Rcaei=a fxje) Amit Sengupta 7

Unishe May Shesh Noy [SRT* ¢ ¢#¥ 73] Dibyendu Bhattacharya 11
Technology - Gadgets Krishna Bannerjee 13
Facebook Swapna Roy 14
Europe-er Diary [ZStICe Sicaf] Shahin Haque 17
Chicken-mushroom Recipe Sudeshna Chatterjee 20
Two Poems Sananda Chatterjee 22
Railpremik Satyajit [T Tojfer] Bhaskar Bose 23
Bonedi Barhir Durga Puja [t aifGq yofi=fer] Tapas Kumar Mandal 29
This Happened... Krittibas Dasgupta 35
Durga Pujo Emili Biswas 36
Sharatchandra [*=es®] Amit Sengupta 37
Amar Sundarban [SI¥= 93] Sudeshna Chatterjee 44
Probasee Annual Events (Photo Gallery) 45
Kobitaguchho [#R@ierz] Swastika Ganguly 47
India 1970s Shopan Dasgupta 49
Amar Durga [S1315 7(f] Soham Sarkar 55
Bandhu [3] Rani Aklima 56
Jhilik [Rifer] Sudeshna Giri 56
Salil Choudhury O Sudhin Dasgupta [T (5163 @ R Tied] Krittibas Dasgupta 57
That was summer Shinjini Dutta Choudhury 61
That’s Where I’1l Find You Shinjini Dutta Choudhury 62
Mrityur Sarani Diye [ 58 i SHres SR Sanjay Bannerjee 63
T Partho Sengupta 73
TS Partho Sengupta 74
Mayer Jonmo [T & Sudip Biswas 75
Bangali Rannar Tin Kahon [deifer s fo= 2] Sumitra Gupta 76
Bajlo Tomar Alor Benu [Iets (SIS SR (3] Swapna Roy 78
ST B Karabi Bagchi 81
Memorable experiences on Bombay’s Local Train Pavitra Roy 91

Paintings
Shanta Basu Arup Ghosh
Raunak Giri Srijan Baag



From the President’s desk

AT ARRICIR G FT) G2 GSGINCE 12 AR $TonRl | (MUCS (TUCS 72 0 ColCe,

A SR G SN TR SR ST SR S =6 o |

Greetings and Best wishes on behalf of the Executive committee of Probasee Bengalee
Association, on this annual festive occasion of Durga Puja.

As a background, according to legend, Durga (“the inaccessible” in Sanskrit) was created for
the slaying of the Buffalo demon Mahishasura by Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva and the lesser
gods, who were otherwise powerless to overcome him. Durga therefore embodies their
collective energy (shakti) as a true source of their inner power. Goddess Durga is depicted
riding a lion, with 8 or 10 arms, each holding the special weapon of one of the gods, given to
her for her battle against the Buffalo demon. Durga Puja, held annually in her honour, is one
of the great festivals of North East India. The festival is held traditionally for 10 days in the
month of Ashvina, the 7th month of the Hindu calendar. Durga Puja’s first day is Mahalaya,
which heralds the advent of the goddess. Celebrations and worship begin on Sasthi, the 6th
day. During the following 3 days, the goddess is worshipped in her various forms as Durga,
Lakshmi, and Saraswati. The celebrations end with Vijaya Dashami (“10th day of victory”)
when idols are carried in huge processions to local rivers, where they are immersed. That
custom is symbolic of the departure of the deity to her home and to her husband, Shiva, in
the Himalayas.

Probasee Bengalee Association is proud to hold this annual festival for the 27th year in
succession, a festival of immense importance to members of the Bengalee community and a
wonderful example of the community coming together in celebration. During the 3 days the
festival is held here in Auckland, community cooking is done at the venue and main meals
served to all present. It is an opportunity for the community to celebrate their culture and
traditions, with singing and dancing programmes organised during the evenings showcasing
their culture and talents.

Best wishes again on this great festive occasion
Pratap Banerjee

President
Probasee Bengalee Association
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FIRST

property
management

M 021703567 P 09 2148544 www.rentalsinauckland.co.nz

If you want a good tenant, talk to us.

Special Offer

If you have a rental property, receive a $60 rental appraisal, absolutely free.
$500 off your first year’s fees if you sign up for our management service.

The First Property Management customer experience...

It is refreshing to find someone like
Mohijit who is honest, courteous, reliable
and always reachable. He has been
managing our property for the past 10
years and has treated our home as his
own. We wish him all the best and look
forward to working with him for many
years to come.

R K, Melbourne

Being new landlords we were very
nervous in the beginning, not sure of how
we would manage the whole
process. Mohijit made the whole
transition easy and seamless and put our
minds at ease. Mohijit is very easy to deal
with and very organised. Highly
recommend.

Chiradeep and Sonali Banerjee

Auckland

Your peace of mind is our business



Technology—Gadgets

Bane or Boon?

Technology has taken over almost every
aspect of our lives especially children
who are not left untouched by the
growing craze of the latest gadgets and
apps. The children are absorbing
knowledge with these devices without
having cognitive thinking to distinguish
good and bad. Is this a bane or a boon?

It all began with small apps and now
these gadgets and apps have taken
over almost every minute of our lives.

Finding a child with an ipad or tab in
their hand is not an unusual sight these
days,communication with the outside
world is limited by these gadgets
.Sometimes it can be a boon as it helps
in keeping you updated with the latest
happenings. But the question is where
to draw the limit?

Nowadays school kids have less books
to carry in the bags which of course is a
blessing as their studies are all done
through the internet.

From early childhood they are taught to
sing learn colors phonetics on
pronunciation but is this all necessary
from such a tender age. Long before the
invention of these gadgets students
learnt everything from practical to
physical through natural surroundings .

Now we live where the impact of
science and technology is huge . we
have cell phones ,ipad, tablets ,laptop
which were not in existence in the 60’s
.We think these gadgets benefit us but
it's a wrong conception , continuous use
of these gadgets makes one addictive
which may cause not only physical but
mental illness in the long run. So the
question remains the same. Is electronic
gadgets a boon or bane?

X \T's BEEN Two HOURS SINCE =
WE'NE ARRWED.., AND THEY ——————
STILL HAVEN'T NoTiceD /

The answer depends upon how we use
them. We can use them as a boon if we
use them appropriately and it can be a
bane if we misuse it.

An article written by Krishna Banerjee
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1 White Swan Rd, Mt Roskill, Auckland
221 Great South Rd, Papatoeote, Auckland

roop\.darshan

SOUL OF INDIAN FASHION www.roopdarshan.co.nz

Harcourts

Suresh RRK

Sales & Marketing Consultant

M 0211095336 P 096294809 F 096209900
suresh.rrk@harcourts.co.nz

V&B Realty Ltd Licensed Agent REAA 2008
1480 Dominion Road, PO Box 49101,
Mt Roskill South, Auckland 1041, New Zealand

www.harcourts.co.nz
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Chicken - Mushroom

Recipe
Ingredients:
Chicken 800gms
mushroom 100gms
oil 1 tablespoon
butter 1 tablespoon
onion 1large
garlic 1 tablespoon
capsicum 1no
tomato 2no
tomato puree 1/2 cup
kali mirch 1/2 teaspoon
maida 2 tablespoon
salt to taste
sugar

1/2 teaspoon
Method:

Finely chop tomato, capsicum, onion and garlic. Clean and wash the chicken and mushroom.

Sprinkle the maida and a little salt on the chicken and mushroom pieces. Mix well.

Heat butter and lightly fry the chicken and mushroom pieces. Remove the chicken and mushroom pieces.
Add oil to the remaining butter.

Add garlic and then onion to the oil. Stir. Cover and cook for 2 mins.

Add tomato, stir, cover and cook for 5 mins.

Add the chicken, mushroom, stir and cook covered till chicken are nearly done.

Add the rest of the ingredients. Add the salt to taste. Bring to boil.

Cover and let simmer for 5 mins.

Remove from heat and serve with steamed rice.

This is one of my favourite recipes. To get the correct taste, please follow instructions correctly for the first time, before
making any experiments with this recipe. Please try and let me know how you like it.

Sudeshna Chatterjee
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Artist: Raunak Giri (15 years)
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Some People Draw

Some people draw or sing

Paint the world with colours of
everything

Some people play sport, climb
mountains,

Break records and I

I dream the world in Technicolour
Like that’s a thing

If you saw the inside of my
imagination, you might think

That I am stuck in a pre-teen’s vivid

dream

And it is beautiful

But when I try to share it

Some of the details chip off, and
exposes the bare layer
Underneath, makes it look
unsavoury

All that my dreams are ever made
of

Are nightmares

Wrapped up in blanket upon
blanket of

Rainbows and fairy dust and hot
pink cascades of life

All that my dreams are made of are
monsters.

And you are in it.

© Sananda Chatterjee

In the Margins

Gather ‘round

In our palace of dust

Where all your exotic dreams
Are a must see, must do, pay-per-
view

It is small

A bit tight, cut out to measure
To the box we have been living in
Fit in to our shoes

It is a rare opportunity

Don’t be shy

Follow us in

Just remember

There will be no wifi

No sparkling water

No orphans to save

No worlds numbered 1, 2, 3, 4
No walls dividing me and you
No turmeric lattes

No Coconut Oil to cure death
No news that’s good news

No truths

No lies

No diversity on the agenda for the
sake of it

No Others

Be prepared for your mind to
implode

Call your uncles, aunties and
children

All are welcome,

Young or old

To the margins of the pages
We have always called home

© Sananda Chatterjee
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Artist: Shanta Basu
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This Happened...

This happened at least twenty years ago,
maybe earlier. Abira and | were heading to
Jamshedpur, in the first flush of marriage,
aquiver with excitement at the prospect of
watching a high quality live performance of
ghazals. My uncle and a host of my cousins
lived in Jamshedpur, the steel city, still a
beacon of hope back then in the industrial
desert that was the state of Bihar. The
concert featured Hariharan, a vocalist of
exceptional ability; and to add spice to the
mix, Bula, a budding singer (who also
happens to be a distant relation) was going
to accompany the great “Hari” on a couple of
songs.

The event was part of the annual cultural
fest of XLRI, a management institute nestled
in a leafy campus and peopled by nerdy
young folk wearing serious expressions. At
the appointed time, we and the cousins
bundled out of the car, which was
threatening to burst at the seams due to the
weight of humanity packed inside. After duly
checking that our finery and make up were
all in place, we walked into the auditorium,
trying our best to look like cognoscenti of the
fine arts.

'

The concert more than lived up to our
expectations, and with our hearts filled to the
brim, we came back home, floating in what
seemed like an ocean of melody. Everyone
agreed that Hari was the best thing to have
happened to ghazal in decades. Bula’s
efforts to match the master note for note
were also highly commended, and there was
unanimity that here was a star in the

making.

As the day after dawned, we packed with
heavy hearts. | dreaded the return to the
daily drudgery of professional life, and my
wife was already fretting over the mountain
of housework that awaited her — this was in
the days of single-income households,

where conjugal roles were split in very
traditional lines. We waved tearfully to the
whanau on the train station, and with a rock
and a jolt, we were off steaming back to
Kolkata on the Steel Express.

Till today, | struggle to explain to myself the
sequence of events that unfolded soon
afterwards; it's possibly a bit extreme to say
that | took leave of my senses. | remember
getting off my seat, promising to Abira that |
would be back in a few minutes. Perhaps |
intended to check out the food available in
the pantry car, | really can’t remember now.
What | do remember with perfect clarity is
the presence of Hariharan in a red tee shirt,
slouched next to a window, turning his head
to look at me companionably as | was
walking past. There was never a greater
opportunist than me, as | held out the back
of my train ticket for him to scribble his
autograph. After the usual fan-blabber, | felt
it was time to show off my encyclopaedic
knowledge to him; stamp my mark on his
memory, so to speak. ‘I really loved the way
you sang “Seene mein jalan” in the movie
Gaman. And on debut too!’ | gushed,” One
of my favourite ghazals!” To which Hari
replied, an angelic smile lighting up his face,’
That song was sung by Suresh bhai (Suresh
Wadkar). Not by me. | sang “Ajeeb saaneha
mujh par”.’

| made a hasty exit, after mumbling ‘Yes of
course, that’s the song | meant’. There was
a burning sensation at the back of my neck,
and | thought | could hear faint sounds of
laughter from around me, but when | looked
around all | could see was an old couple
seated at the far end of the compartment,
engrossed in their home-made samosas.

Abira later commented that | looked unwell
when | came back to join her, and |
responded by saying it might be the after-
effects of the prawn curry | had the night
before. But | could never really explain to
her why | remained unusually quiet over the
duration of the trip home.

- Krittibas Dasgupta
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Pujo is a moment full of glee,

Jt’s essence makes us feel free.

The noise of the dhak fills the air with joy,
We dance to the beat and enjoy.

Durga Maa’s blessings treat us with care,

So we do the prayers and treat everyone fair;
The food gets prepared with faith,

And it obviously tastes great.

We eagerly wait for Durga Maa every year,
To celebrate happily without any fear.

Written by: Emili Biswas
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Shanta Basu

Artist
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Probasee Annual Play

Original Playwright: Subhash Basu Re-written & Directed by: Shibashis Dutta

A whodunit story which awakened the latent Pheluda or Byomkesh in all of us, this year’s play
had all the twists and turns of a rollercoaster without the sweat. The audience was left rapt
with the suspense stretching till the very last moment!
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Poncho Kobi Loho Pronam 2018

A tribute to the five Great poets of Bengal, Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam,
Jibananda Das, Atul Prasad and Dwijendra Lal Roy, through a wonderful mix of songs,
extempore, recitation and dance.
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India 1970’s....

All those who are about to read this article
may not necessarily have been even born
in the years that are referred too or even
lived through the decade in India. The
younger generation wouldn’t know much
about the building years after India’s
independence. The millennials would not
be interested would be my guess. It isn’t
my endeavour to give you all a lesson in
history. But on the other hand, there could
be many of us who have lived through one
of the most interesting and turbulent times

in India. It is time to reminisce.

One would have to admit that every
country has their own ‘history’- rich with
facts.. India isn’t too far behind I am sure
you all would agree. Even I cannot go
back in time; too far behind except in the
70’s as that was the decade when I was
born. It was the peak of the ‘black and
white’ era. I mean this in many senses not

just the television, but also the press.

I guess in the 70’s a few things
synonymous to the urban middle class not
in everyone’s house was the famous big
black granny rotary phones which were as
heavy as paper weight, the most famous
box TV’s in India were EC, Uptron and

Salora to name a few. Most families who

were interested in music had an old ‘turn
table’ and a collection of ‘records’ or
‘vinyl’ as they are referred to in modern
times. Most houses had a ‘radio’. One
company that I remember had a presence
in India was ‘Bush’. My father had a twin
band Bush radio.

In Calcutta most houses cooked on coal
burners. These clay burners were
omnipresent in almost every house hold.
The next best thing one would have is the
‘kerosene stove’. In my house I remember
that all our utensils were made of
‘Hindelium’. Many a household would
have the foot sewing machine — company
being ‘Singer’. The dress code was Bell
Bottom Pants. the real fashion of those
days for men. Boys & men would prefer
not to go for a hair- cut for at least 6
months. Barbers Profession was put out of
place by fashion & trends of those times.
People did keep long hair and they would
wear stylish glasses. My mother wore
glasses and she would have a thing called
‘attaché’. Women generally wore saris and
the more trendy would wear bell bottom
pants and fashionable tops with stylish
sandals. I guess in north India the dress
code would have been salwar kameez and

it still is today.
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If we call the first few days of ‘houseful’
for any 1 crore club movie as ‘craze for
movies’, we can say there were movie
halls in 1970s outside which people
plunged and fought for movie tickets.
Many of these cinema houses were in the
last years as the buildings were turning
into ‘relics’. For college students the class
bunking was almost ten times in 1970s
than what it is today. The 1970s era of
cinema is what we may say as a decade of
real movie-madness..not just in India but in
many parts of the world. For Indians who
tend to share haphazard feet movements in
festivals after sipping alcohol, the 1970s
era provides perfect songs like “Jai Jai
Shiva Shankar” and again for romantic
parties where one wishes to sit and enjoy
wine, the 1970s had the ideal offer of
songs like Baahon me Chale Aao and Chur
aliya hain tumne jo dil ko, and O mere dil
ke chain. The most successful movies of
Indian cinematic history — Sholay was a
released August 15" 1975. If you are an
Indian citizen under living in any corner
off the globe you would have watched it..
not just once but on numerous occasion |
am sure. And it goes without saying the
Bengali cinema had some its best at work
over the decade — Uttam Kumar and
Suchitra Sen, director of the calibre of
Satyajit Ray and playback singer Hemant
Kumar and Suchitra Mitra. Music, Films,
theatre and outdoor events was the chosen

path in those days. Social life was at its

peak. Human interaction, In-fact children
used to play outside on the fields, parks
and gardens. They would play until they
would hear their mothers call well after

sunset.

Cricket, India always breathes Cricket and
at that point in time the Indian cricket
boast of some legends off the game.
Players of the stature of Ajit Wadekar,
Bishen Singh Bedi, Venkatraghvan,
Gundappa Vishwanath and Sunil Gavaskar
to name a few. A name that is synonymous
with everyone is Kapil Dev, arguably the
best medium pace bowler India has had
until today made his debut in 1978. Surely
you all know that Eden Gardens stadium
stood then and still stands today. It was
more used to host two of Bengals
prominent football clubs — Mohan Bagan
and East Bengal. In Bombay we had the
majestic Wankhade Stadium and the

Brabourne Stadium.

In terms of modes of transport, the two
very prominent cars in India at the time
were the Fiat and Ambassador. There were
a couple of versions of the Fiat. There was
also a car by the name ‘Standard’. If [ am

to talk about Calcutta as a city - Calcutta
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had more jam-packed streets, cobble stone
roads, muddy tracks which had not yet
been tarred. The famous trams ran not just
in Calcutta but was also present in
Bombay. Calcutta then had nearly 300
trams on its streets. There were the big
blue and also red double decker buses that
would ply at a tilt of an angle more than 90
degrees, which was anything less than
standing upright. The buses and trams and
local trains would be jam packed with
modest people making their way through
their daily living. One feature that is still
present on the street corners in Calcutta are
the huge borewell hand pumps. Steam
engines were still going strong in most
parts of India. But also making debut were
the Diesel engines and the electric engines
with the slow and gradual electrification
projects in several pockets of India. Case
to be — the famous Deccan Queen would
be pulled by the famous WCM1 engines
which were manufactured in Great Britain.
They were from ‘The English Electric
Company in London’. The yellow cabs in
Calcutta were there then and are still there
today — the car model then was the
Ambassador, which is now on dying breed
as it is not manufactured any longer.
People who owned scooters owned either a
Girnar or Vijay made by Bajaj. There
would also be the rare Italian make —

Lambretta.

The Indian currency notes were the famous

1 rupee, 2 rupees, 5 rupees, 10 rupees, 20

rupees, 50 rupees and 100 rupees notes.
Not many will be aware that in the
seventies and even prior the Indian
currency had five thousand rupees notes
and ten thousand rupees notes as well
which were in circulation between 1954
and 1978. There were some very historic
coins in circulation as well the old 5 paisa,
10 paisa, 20paisa, 25 paisa and the 50paisa
coins. Rs 1,000 and higher

denomination notes

were first demonetised in January 1946
and again in 1978. The highest
denomination currency notes ever printed
by the Reserve Bank of India was the Rs
10,000 note in 1938 and again in 1954.
But these notes were demonetised in

January 1946 and again in January 1978.

All said and done this was a general
introduction. A sense of ‘calm’ before the
‘storm’. After the comparative calm of the
decade that went prior the 70’s and life in
India in the 70’s was like a dizzying roller
coaster ride. It was more the socio-political
scene that had gut wrenching reality and
its ups and downs pinned to it. Must also
add that by the time the decade came to an
end the ride still hadn’t ended. History
rarely divided itself into neat ten- year
packages. In the Indian context, events
somehow conspired to do just that. India
suffered the trauma of another war with
Pakistan. Despite emerging victorious, it
was bloodied. It accepted rudely, rejected a

dictatorship. India also had its first nuclear
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test, nuclear bomb and upped its

international prestige.

If any one individual had the distinction of

dominating the decade’s headlines it was
undoubtably Indira Gandhi. Mrs Gandhi
started off the decade by signing the treaty
of Friendship with the Soviets, the then
USSR and India’s foreign policy took a
dramatic turnabout. Her tough stance
against Bangladesh or East Pakistan; war
that followed only confirmed what had
been evident for some time that she was
the lady — with the Iron Fist. Following
India’s victory in the fourteen-day war Mrs
Indira Gandhi was honoured by V. V. Giri
President of India; the Bharat Ratna,
nations highest award. It was Mrs Gandhi
who put India on the nuclear Map. In
October 1971, the BARC (Bhabha Atomic
research Centre) produced Uranium, and
Hindustan Aeronautics presented the
Indian Air Force with the first
indigenously built MIG — 21. Mrs Indira

Gandhi it was, the supreme court upheld

her decision to abolish the princely states
and privy purses. By the end of the decade
we also ended up with the French
supplying is with their Mirgae aircrafts as
well. I still remember the old Air force
base in Pune at Lohegaon which would run
sorties and exercise through the skies over

the city.

India also inadvertently put itself on the
International Hijack map when on January
30" 1971, and Indian Airforce Fokker
Friendship F-27 aircraft named Ganga
flying from Srinagar to Jammu was
hijacked by two Kashmiri separatists
belonging to the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front. The aircraft was flown to
Lahore, Pakistan, the crew and passengers
were released, but the aircraft was burnt on
01 Feb 1971. India retaliated to the
hijacking and subsequent burning off the
aircraft by banning any flights over
Pakistani airspace. This overflight ban had
a significant impact on troop movement
during the War. In March 1971, Mrs
Gandbhi, put the final seal on her political
dominance by storming imperiously back
into power in the general elections with a
steamroller majority. Her party captured a
two thirds majority by winning 350 seats
in the Lok Sabha. Even the blood-spattered
Naxalite movement took its last gasp and
died at the same time as its founder Charu
Mazumdar died in jail in Calcutta. In
sequestered Shimla; Mrs Gandhi and Mr
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto went through the
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motions of signing an agreement in June
1972, to remove the use of force in
resolving differences. It was then that
Bhutto’s daughter, the coltish Benazir
Bhutto caught the eyes of the

photographers who followed her around.

India also celebrated a quarter century of
independence and a massive crowd
thronged at the historic Red Fort for the
traditional Independence Day celebrations.
The next big political upheaval or social
cry were the ‘Price protests’. India also
was in the grip of ‘industrial strike’ actions
across the country. One such gripping
strike which gave birth to yet another
political leader was the Railway strike.
The person to whom I refer is Mr George
Fernandes, who was a then Union Leader.
The year was 1974. Even Air India pilots
joined the fray. India was plagued with
Labour unrest across various parts of
India. India registered an all-time high of
40 million-man days lost by the end of
1974.

Mid way through the decade 1975 India
made its foray into Space and Satellite
technology by launching ‘Aryabhatta’ in
April. There were also territorial
acquisitions with Sikkim joining the Indian
Union as the 22" state in May. But it was
the judicial arena which really set the stage
for perhaps the most momentous event of
the decade — The Emergency. In June that
year in the Allahabad High Court the little-

known Justice Jagmohan Lal Sinha set
aside Mrs Gandhi’s election to the Lok
Sabha. A fortnight later the opposition
party leaders announced a nation-wide
satyagraha to force Mrs Indira Gandhi to
step aside from power. Mrs Gandhi’s reply
was swift and savage. A state of
emergency was declared on June 26"
1975. The 19 months that followed will
possibly go down as the darkest chapter of
India’s democratic history. ‘Indira is India’
became that catch word phrase during the
emergency thanks to the rise of new
political stars on the horizon, the likes of
Sanjay Gandhi, V.C. Shukla (Vidya
Charan Shukla), Bansi Lal and Om Mehta
— India’s infamous Gang of Four. The year
was 1976 and India also witnessed the
biggest mine disaster in its history at
Chasnala in Dhanbad (Bihar). An
explosion and flooding in the mine lead to
the death of over three hundred mine

workers in one single disaster.
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By the start of 1977, the Emergency
restrictions had been lifted. The
fragmented opposition party formed a new
party called the Janata Party and Mrs
Gandhi’s party was unceremoniously
ejected and they took over the reigns of the
country under the octogenarian Mr Moraji
Desai. Once again politics took its own
toll. The setting up of the Shah
Commission to uncover the dark deeds of
the Emergency backfired. On the Industrial
front George Fernandes decided that India
could do without companies like IBM and
Coca Cola. They were banned. It was, in
retrospect a time of political madness. The
ruling party fumbled from crisis to crisis
and bestowed on a grateful Mrs Indira
Gandhi the halo of a martyr by bungling
her arrest in October 1977. The year end

saw a nation gripped in deep despair.

In 1978 on 01% January Air India, India’s
leading flagship lost one of it Boeing 747
Aircraft Emperor Ashoka which fell into
the sea off the coast of Bombay killing 213
people on board. Air India Flight 855 was
a scheduled passenger flight that crashed
during the evening of New Year's Day
1978 about 3 km (1.9 mi) off the coast of
Bandra. The crash is believed to have been
caused by the captain having become
spatially disoreiented after the failure of
one of the important Flight Instruments in
the cockpit. It was the deadliest aircraft
crash until the bombing of Flight 182 in

1985. It was also the deadliest aviation

accident in India until the Charkhi Dadri

mid-air collision.

Another event that took place on the
political front in 1978 was the formation of
Congress I. Mrs Gandhi broke away from
Congress Party to start her own. The last
year of the decade, 1979 reflected the
growing anger at the political upheaval and
turmoil that India was going through. 1979
was a precussor to the start of the next ten
years in India political and socio-
economic history. Political parties were
falling out of contention left right and
centre. Mr Moraji Desai belatedly handed
in his resignation as leader of JD and was
succeeded by Jagjivan Ram Reddy.

Mother Teresa. The ‘saint’ the crusader for
the homeless and the founder of
‘Missionaries of Charity’ in Calcutta was
awarded the Noble Peace Prize, but it was
only faint glimmer at the end of a long

dark ten years.

In retrospect, it turned out to be a decade
more devastating than any other in India’s
history. It was tragically a period when
turning the clock back seemed more
desirable than open the Pandoras box — the
80’s.

— Shopan Dasgupta.
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That was summer
Shinjini Dutta Choudhury

Remember that time when you were sitting
on the grass?

With your legs spread out,
and absentmindedly pulling out stalks?
Your mind was far away,

a fraction of the sun was visible above the
horizon,

and you were thinking about how life was just
great?

That was summer.

Remember that time when the sand was
sifting through your toes?

Warm and rough,

calming you down?

The others were far away somewhere

and you were all alone.

But that was okay,

the solitude was peaceful sometimes.

You were either distraught or overjoyed,
ready to start bawling or to jump with delight,

That was summer.

Remember that time when the cool blue
water was running up to your feet?

The sand was swirling around,
before settling down at the bottom.

The surface of the water was shimmering in
the sunlight,

like a million gems glittering.
You were laughing and splashing,

just havin' a good ol' time.

Remember hanging out at the beach with all
your friends and family?

That was summer.

Remember that time?
You were looking out the window,

watching the bright orange fireball sink just
beyond the line,

the line where the ground met the sky,

and you were thinking, 'This is it, summer's
nearly over...",

and you knew that winter would come,
bringing with it a different kind of fun.
And you were ready for it.

It was going to be fine.

Because summer would come again,
on another glorious day,

accompanied by a handful of sunshine and a
sweet-smelling world,

and you would go to the beach,

or just be sitting on some fresh, green, grass,
mooching around,

just having a blast.

You knew that was it.

That Was Summer.
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That’s Where I'll Find You
By Shinjini Dutta Choudhury

Where the trees stand strong and tall
And the earth is hard and true

And there’s solace in hearing the world
around you breathe

That’s where I'll find you

Sitting there in the moonlight

You don’t think about much

You don’t think about how late it is
Or what you ate for lunch

You imagine there is nothing left
No worries or concerns

And if you stay there long enough

You’ll become a forest fern

A sort of ethereal feature of this Earth
A definite place where you’ll fit
Moving with the wind

Softly fluttering as you flit

Can you hear the wind whisper to you?
With words no human understands
Can you feel it’s tender caress?

It doesn’t need a solid hand

Do you notice how the trees bend in
welcoming?

As you settle down into the peace and quiet?
You are a dear old friend to them

Unlike those who take advantage of this
wondrous place, you don’t make a riot

You like to look up at the ancient stars

Sprinkled abundantly across a rich, deep-blue,
sky

You wonder how there are so many
You see them every way you cast your eyes

Dappled, golden, sunlight, flies across your
face

Still, silent, darkness, surrounding you

But it doesn’t press in, pushing out all your
deepest secrets

It moulds to you, sitting, eyes closed, in the
midnight dew

That place makes you calm

It helps you understand

Why it embraces you

Just how beautiful this land
There is a certain magic there
That draws you in an alluring way
With its hush and tranquillity

It is where, for you, time simply slips away

And though you may be forgotten while you
are there

You will never, ever, be able to fade away

As nature welcomes and cradles you, with it’s
own loving care

You are as sure as can be, that you feel the
branches sway

Where, around you, a lush green barrier has
been formed

And there are countless constellations for you
tosingto

And you are shielded protectively by Mother
Nature

That’s where I'll find you.
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Observing his artistic and literary tendencies, Father took him under his

care and started to train him from an early age ..... | remember how
Baludada would bring his essays which he had been enjoined to write

and wait for Father’s verdict on them. ..... In his essays not a single

AT FIFA (SrA0-565D)

sentence is redundant — not a single word can be replaced by a happier
substitute. Baludada died young — one of the first victims in Bengal of Hindu-Moslem communal
tension- while trying to defend his mother when the carriage in which they were driving was attacked.
His death was due to the after-effects of a wound he received in the head. He left only one or two books

of poems and a volume of prose, but they have a distinctive place in Bengali literature.”
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Memorable experiences on Bombay's local train.

In my initial days just after my marriage I would travel using the local train almost daily. I
would meet many different passengers. Some of them have still held a special place in my
memories of those days.

I vividly remember the gentleman I met when I was going to my work one day. The train was
very crowded, he looked at me and said, “does the Christian name of my wife start with letter
A”. Her name is Atrayee, I said 'yes’, then he told me some more information that no one but
myself should have known. At this point I was very intrigued, but I knew nothing about this
man and had never seen him before. He told me he was from Badlapur, near Kalyan, that he
meditates regularly and that he was about to retire soon from work. Recently he had realized
that he was able to, through intuition, find out things about anyone's past, present and future.
He then told me few interesting things that he knew psychically about me. It helped me to
realize some of my deepest desires that I wished to achieve, and he gave me confidence in my
ability to be successful.

Another person on the train, who was about as old as the psychic gentleman, was a man called
Ravishekhar. This man told me that this psychic gentleman rarely talks to anyone on the train,
and that he was surprised to see him speaking with me. One-day Ravishekhar told us he is
retiring in the month of September from his bank, it was currently August, and that his bank
had reimbursed his railway pass till October. We all had our separate passes, he was
deliberating whether he should use his pass after his official retirement. He decided to return
the remaining one month's first-class fare to the Bank.

Ravishekhar then told us that despite having 30 days of paid leave, he was still coming to work,
as he was feeling lethargic at home. Overhearing this, our psychic friend said that coincidentally
he was also retiring in September and that his pass expires at the end of September, so he
would be buying a normal ticket after this date of he wished to travel.

I remember when we all travelled together on the 30th of September. Ravishekhar was very
emotional and said that he would miss us all from tomorrow. So we asked him if he weren't
using his pass till it expires. Since that way he could spend some time on train for another
month and give us a bit of company, he seemed to be bit reluctant. The rest of us kept on
insisting, everyone except our psychic gentlemen, he told us not to force Ravishekhar to do this
if he did not want to. Instead he wished Ravishekhar a happy retirement and told him to
prepare for a new journey instead of the local train travel. He then shook hands with
Ravishekhar and bid him goodbye.

On the first of October we saw Ravishekar in our compartment again, he would normally travel
till Dadar. We honored Ravishekhar with a seat and congratulated him for first day of his official
retirement life. We asked him what he was planning on doing now, he smiled as usual, and said
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that he wished to buy and sell stocks, he then picked up a newspaper, and started reading the
editorials in the Times of India.

Our psychic friend didn't come that day. For the first time we felt his absence, as the train rolled
on, we went past Sion and Mahim soon we went past Dadar station, but Ravishekhar did not
disembark. We did not bother him as he had dozed off. Some of us softly remarked how people
get relaxed after retirement.

After reaching the last station; Victoria Terminus, we realized that Ravishekhar hadn't left his
seat yet. When one of our co-passengers tried to wake him up, he screamed and told us that
Ravishekhar wasn't moving. We thought he may have become unconscious, so we rushed him
to a nearby hospital. It seems that he had passed away almost 30 minutes before reaching
Victoria Terminus station. Which meant that he died before the train had passed Dadar. So
Ravishekhar didn't travel past Dadar for a single day after retirement despite having a full
month’s pass.

I wished our psychic friend had elaborated to us, that when he had indicated that Ravishekhar
would begin a new journey after retiring it was something he was intuiting about his

future. We couldn't decode the unsuspecting advice that he gave Ravishekhar on the 30th of
September. Despite the grim ending to my story, I still reminisce about traveling on the Bombay
train, there's just something about that experience that I will never forget.

Written by

Pavitra Roy
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