Organised by
Probasee Bengalee Association, New Zealand



P TR S

B

B You

¥ .‘ - 1_#@@ : o e

HAPPY DIWALI =
to all customers

MANUKAU ﬁT;; :::si;i:d
i i : oooar
43 caﬁgﬂﬁﬁ";‘f”“ Mt Roskill
Auckland. NZ Auckland. NZ
09 620 7557

09 212 5656




n
<
=
5]
- p—
[aa]
<
=
=
g
<
o
el
on
§=
=
£
<
[al




f-:q%. LOTUS FOREIGN EXCHANGE

CONVENIENT ~ AFFORDABLE ~ SPEEDY
No Commission or Fees on Currency Exchange

Foreign Exchange

Exchange your Foreign Currency and
Travellers Cheques at best exchange rates

Telegraphic Transfers

Send Money to India
+ Foe only $10 = Mo deduction at banks In india = Draft delivery In ndia Is ales avalkable at no axira charge

Send Money to Fiji
* Fea only $8

Send Money to Rest of World
* Sand monsy fo any Bank Account acroas the globe Fea only $15

MoneyGram
+ Instant Money across the Globe = Reasonable Fees

s Excellent Conversion Rate s Real Value for your Money \& Mﬂnepﬁmm
» Mo Bank Account nesded bringing you closar

Visit: www.lotusfx.com ~ Phone: 0800 44 22 88

LOTUS GOLD MERCHANTS LIMITED

Shop 744, Westhield Shopping Mall, Manukau, Auckland
Phone: 09 263 A87TH, Faoc 00 262 2937, Email: info@lotusgold conz
AND
Shop 108, Westfield Shopping Mall, Queenagate, |ower Hurlt
Phone: 04 580 0584, Fax- 04 580 9583, Email: lotusgold | HB@hotmail_co.nz
AND
Shop 27, LynnMall Shopping Centre, New Lynn, Aucldand
Phone: 09 825 0122, Fax - 09 825 0120, Email: lotus_imbihoimail com

Stunning range of 18 karat
white & yellow Gold Diamond Jewellery
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Wide range of 22 karat Indian Gold Jewellery plus: .
Precious Stone Jewellery b
Silver Jewellery
Gold & Silver Bullions

We buy old Gold ~ Free in-store assessment

Convenient parking Finance Available

Open 7 Days
Late Mights: Thursday—Friday
Shop Online at- www_lotusgold.co.nz
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Pujo is here!!

Vijayendra Bose

Five days of laughter
Five days of fun
Ma Durga is here...

Our Durga Puja has begun!

Dancing and singing...
To the beats of the dhaak...
We venerate her divine light...

that salvages us from the dark

Forgive enmity...
Embrace it as a friend
Come lets celebrate together...

Bringing our differences to an end.

Fear, worry, forget it all..
For Mother is here to embrace us all...
To eliminate our fears...
And wipe our tears...

She is here to bless us all!

Why wait?
Get up and come along!
Lets welcome our Mother

Singing her favourite welcome songs

Jai Ma Durga!l!
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Sebar Wwadita, M. Sees, Seter Chesting and Smt. 40ala Bany

Bharat Mata is an epic painting by celebrated
Indian painter, Abanindranath Tagore,
Influence by Sister Nivedita,

Bharat Mata. Abanindranath Tagore's work
dating back to 1905 depicts a saffron clad
woman, dressed like a sadhvi, holding a book,
sheaves of paddy, a piece of white cloth and a
garland in her four hands. The painting is also
considered significant because of its historical
value and since it had helped in
conceptualizing the idea of Bharat Mata
(Mother India).

“The painting is an attempt of humanisation of
‘Bharat Mata’ where the mother is secking
liberation through her sons,” Historians say
that Sister Nivedita, an admirer of the painting
wanted to carry it from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari to spread nationalist fervour
among the people of the country

Sister Nivedita was friend to many intellectuals
and artists in the Bengali community, including
Rabindranath Tagore, Jagadish Chandra Bose,
Abala Bose, and Abanindranath Tagore. Later
she took up the cause of Indian independence.
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Durga pujo to durgotsav: a
journey.

- Poulamee Guha

The biggest annual religious festival for the Bengalis,

Durga Puja, as we all know celebrates the victory of the
Hindu goddess Durga over the evil demon Mahishasura.
The occassion is also known by various names such as
Durgotsab ('Festival of Durga') and Sharodotsab
("Autumn festival').

How did it come to become one of the most awaited oc-
casion in our lives? Lets take a look at its journey through
the pages of history.

Durga Puja is celebrated every year in the Hindu month
of Ashwin (September-October) and commemo-

rates Prince Rama's invocation of the goddess before go-
ing to war with the demon king Ravana. This autumnal
ritual is different from the conventional Durga Puja,
which is usually celebrated in the springtime. So, this
Puja is also known as 'akal-bodhan' or out-of-season
(‘akal") worship ('bodhan').

The first Durga Puja in Bengal

The first grand worship of Goddess Durga in recorded
history is said to have been celebrated in the late 1500s.
Folklores say the landlords, or zamindar, of Dinajpur and
Malda districts initiated the first Durga Puja in Bengal.
According to another source, Raja Kangshanarayan of
Taherpur or Bhabananda Mazumdar of Nadiya organized
the first Sharadiya or Autumn Durga Puja in Bengal in
the year 1606.

The origin of the community puja can be credited to the

twelve friends of Guptipara in Hoogly, West Bengal, who
collaborated and collected contributions from local resi
dents to conduct the first community puja called the 'baro
-yaari' puja, or the 'twelve-pal' puja, in 1790. The baro-
yaari puja was brought to Kolkata in 1832 by Raja Har-
inath of Cossimbazar, who performed the Durga Puja at
his ancestral home in Murshidabad from 1824 to 1831
High level British officials regularly attended Durga Pu-
jas organized by influential Bengalis. East India Compa-
ny itself in 1765 it offered a thanksgiving Puja, no doubt
as a politic act to appease its Hindu subjects, on obtaining
the Diwani of Bengal. It is reported that even the Compa-
ny auditor-general John Chips organized Durga Puja at
his Birbhum office. In fact, the full official participation
of the British in the Durga Puja continued till 1840, when
a law was promulgated by the government banning such
participation."

The "Sharadiya" Durga Puja in Calcutta(Kolkata) is said
to have first started in the year 1757 with the Durga Puja
of Sovabazar Rajbari. The oldest puja in Kolkata, it came
to being due to the efforts of Maharaja Naba Krishna De,
the founder of the Shobhabazar royal family.

The Battle of Plassey was a landmark in the history of
British domination in India as the victory of the British
forces in this war gave the East India Company control of
Bengal. Robert Clive was the then chief officer of British
East India Company. Nabakrishna Deb invited Clive to
his house at Durga Puja. Initially Clive had some hesita-
tions to attend the puja as in those days Christians were
not allowed by the Hindus to take part in Hindu festivities
but Robert Clive paid a visit to the Shobhabazar Rajbari
to offer his thanks to Goddess Durga. Thereafter, the Shobhab-

azar Durgotsab (Durga Puja ceremony) came to be known as
the "Company Puja".
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but Robert Clive paid a visit to the Shobhabazar Rajbari
to offer his thanks to Goddess Durga. Thereafter, the
Shobhabazar Durgotsab (Durga Puja ceremony) came to

be known as the "CompanyPuja".

The Shobhabazar Sharodotsab proved a trendsetter in
Durga Puja festivities of Bengal. From this time until the
independence of India in 1947, inviting Englishmen to
Durga Puja ceremonies became a fashion. The number of
Englishmen attending the family Durga Puja became an
index of prestige and a status symbol among the upcom-
ing merchant class of Kolkata. After this trendsetting puja
of 1757, many British Officers of the East India Compa-
ny were invited as guests of honour in the Pujas by vari-
ous wealthy mercantile and Zamindar families in Bengal.
The hosts vied with one another in arranging the most
sumptuous feasts and organizing lavish decorations and
entertainment for their white guests. This was a way of
pleasing officials of The East India Company which was
in charge of a large part of India including Bengal.

Traditional clay image of Durga, or pratima, made of
clay with all five gods and goddesses under one structure
is known as 'ek-chala' ('ek' = one, 'chala' = cover). There
are two kinds of embellishments that are used on clay--
sholar saaj and daker saaj. In the former, the pratima is
the of
the shola reed which grows within marshlands. As the

traditionally ~decorated with white core
devotees grew wealthier, beaten silver (rangta) was used.
The silver used to be imported from Germany and was

delivered by post (dak). Hence the name daker saaj.

The ‘baroyari’ puja gave way to the sarbajanin or com-
munity puja in 1910, when the Sanatan Dharmotsahini
Sabha organized the first truly community puja in Bagh-
bazar in Kolkata with full public contribution, public con-
trol and public participation. With time, the

12

"barowari" (community) pujas took over in a big way.

\ The coming of corporate sponsorship helped these public

puja ceremonies far surpass the grandeur of the private
pujas.

Journey of Durga puja in global-scape:

The first Durga puja abroad was held in London in early
1960s. Today, it is held in all the five continents, from
South Africa to Australia and New Zealand, to Latin
America, North America, and Europe as well as West
Asia, Southeast Asia, Japan, as also China. Even in for-
mer socialist countries like Russia Durga puja is held
since 1969.

In Northern Europe where few Indians live, the Durga
puja is observed in the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, and Finland and even in Greenland. It is held
almost in all countries in Central and south Europe, and
in the United Kingdom — England, Wales, Scotland and
Ireland. In London, it is a big festival.

In West Asia the puja is held in Abu Dhabi since 1985,
and it soon followed in Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, and in
Egypt. In Southeast Asia, Philippines, Indonesia, Singa-
pore, and Fiji are the main countries where the puja is
celebrated. Even in Africa, Durga puja is celebrated in
South Africa, Kenya and Tanzania; in West Indies — Do-
minican Republic, Guiana, Trinidad, and in South Ameri-
ca, it was celebrated for the first time in Brazil in 2011
and in Mexico 2012.
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Realization of life as it unfolds

- Pavitra Roy

During winter over the weekends I used to notice

some of our servants in their servant quarter would light
small fire. They did this in order to fight cold and to feel
warmth in a chilly winter with their respective families
and enjoy tea and breakfast in early morning. The whole
process used to start nearly one and half-hour before. The
entire family participated in this. It would be smoke first,
then fire and then breakfast. After breakfast basking
would continue as their family enjoy warmth from the
half lit fire and the Sun.

I wanted to feel the fire and smoke from leaf as well. But
I was not allowed to leave our study room. I along with
my brother, we will read our lessons aloud. If we stop,
our parents will immediately find out that we have
stopped reading and engaged ourselves something really
entertaining. So we had to wait till our study time is over.
Other than that only when our father was away for an
official tour, we had rare chance to enjoy the charm of
warming our self with bare hand in the specially created
fire by our servant. Other wise most of the time we were
late, when we would reach the spot. The fire would have
extinguished and everyone would have gone.

We grew up .We were now allowed to light fire on Holi
with our community friends. But this event cannot be
compared to the special fire that was created for warming
children with lesser warm clothes during winter by our
servants.

Also later on, during Makar Sankrant and Lohri we
would make ring of fire. We sang and danced with
friends and families in the community. We would be
wearing warm cloths because in the month of January
our country India is very cold. When I compared these
events with breakfast fire made by our servants with very
little warm cloth for children. I missed that feeling of
warmth. I can still imagine the chill wind, less bright,
weak Sunrays. Children are running are bringing dry
leafs to keep the fire going. Tea, corn, green peas sweet
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potato are grilled or prepared.

Almost three decades have past. I live in a different
country now. I have forgotten about my school days. I
have grown up children who are school going. It was one
of the winter mornings that resembled weekends during
our schooldays. It was very cold and a windy. Chill
would remind me exactly what I used to enjoy looking
out of my windows towards our servant quarters. Sud-
denly an ambient smoky smell in the neighborhoods
made me feel excited and nostalgic. I asked my children
to go and collect some dry leaf and wood. They were
very surprised. They asked what am I supposed to do
with that. I said to them we would make a fire and feel
the warmth in our bare hand. Children looked at me
amused. Room heaters are giving enough warmth al-
ready. Children asked me, why we do have to go and
light fire out side. What if our neighbor objects? I looked
at them and smiled. I was about to tell them the story of
my childhood. Then I fell short of words to explain my
feeling. How precious were those moments. How I used
to manage few minutes from my study to sneak out and
feel the heat from burning of wood and dry leafs. Some
times I would be trying to burn fire for some more time
without success. The smoke would cause me sore eyes
and no fire will ever be seen. Yet I would blow with a
folded notebook or a magazine at my best to lit up the
fire with or without much success

+/;_/;

stopped imagining. No more reasoning, stories or expla-

nation to anyone. I decided to buy some firewood and
light them in my fireplace instead. After all we have to be
rational. I need to change according to circumstances. |
bought a lighter, some paraffin and wood stock. Had
done a professional clean up of the fireplace. It did not
take much time to fire paraffin and then some paper and
leafs. The dry wood will burn creating heat as long as we
wanted. Whole process was less than 10 minutes. I
closed my eyes and tried my best recreate same feeling.
Nah! It was not even 1/100™ of the warmth I used to en-
joy besides the fun and excitement in my childhood.




Now I started to analyze. Why am I not able to bring
back the same feeling in me in my mind or in my body?
What is missing here? | have to suggest my deepest emo-
tion to surface out and give me back my feelings for little
longer, I could easily afford now.

Then I realized, it is not the experience itself, which
gives us full contentment. It is the experience of unful-
filled desire that makes us revisits experience till we are
fully contented. Some time our children will stop us
from fulfilling our wild or insignificant dreams. Never-
theless they are very personal and special. They remain

deep within. I realized my life bit better as I listened to
following gazal sung by late Jagjit Singh & Chitra Singh
in the “Aaj ”

“ Ye daulat bhi lelo, ye sohrat bhi le lo
Bhale cheen lo muhjse Meri jawaani
Magar mujhko lauta do bachchpan ka saawan

Woh kagaz ki kasti woh barish ka pani

...Yes.... that explains it better.
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to a vast array of boundless history, which ranges from
the periods of the Mughal Empire, of British and French
colonization. This is my experience of India...

India , Rajasthan through my
eyes

We visited Jaipur for the first time and in a bewildering
way it captured all of our hearts within minutes. The rich
culture could be felt in every corner of the beautiful pink
Svetlana Banerjee city. History was etched thTough every all.ey, and laughter
was heard through every village. The music, the architec-
ture, the clothes, and the jewellery- everything was au-
thentic, traditional, and unique. The locals held onto their
culture and heritage as if it was their prized possession. It
did not matter that they lived in small villages with only
basic necessities- they were rich in values, culture, and

love and that is what kept them so happy.

We were lucky enough to stay at a stunningly beautiful
place called the Talaibagh Palace Hotel- far from the bus-
yness of the city, surrounded by farmland and village.
The whole experience was nothing short of a dream-

marble walls, massive gates leading in, and banquets of
authentic food. On our first night in Jaipur we explored
the nearby villages. While everything that happened that
The one secret to falling in love with India, is to em-  night was very mundane in the eyes of the locals, it be-
came one of our most memorable experiences. The vil-
lagers of the elephant village welcomed us into their ha-
ven like we were their
own. They didn’t hes-
itate once to make us
feel like at home as
they served us home-
made food and made
seating arrangements.

brace her wholeheartedly with open arms. Trust her and
accept her for who she is. Let her hold you by the hand,
Only then will she be able to show you that beyond

the imperfections and extremities you see on the sur-

face there lies a place which can give you more hap-
piness, joy, rich culture, beauty, enlightenment,
knowledge, and uniqueness than you could’ve imag-
ined. The imperfections become some of the most
cherished and precious memories. In amongst all the
chaos on the streets you realise that there is a strange
satisfaction and bliss which lies in the complete dis-
orderliness of things. There is this immeasurable
sense of hope and possibility, filling the country to
its rims. She is still in her teenage days with so much
room for growth and development.

The moment you land in India, you are snatched away
from everyday life and all the trivial worries which come
with it, and you are shown what really matters in this
world. India teaches you to appreciate the small things
and to be content with what you have. It shows you the
definition of hard work, as people work day and night
selflessly to earn each and every penny to feed their fami-
ly. India shows you how vibrant societies who dwell in
the same country can be, as different cultures and tradi-
tions emerge from regions of the same nation. It is home

I don’t know many places in the world where you would
get to feel this sense of love and belongingness in a place
so far from home. snippets from Jodha Akbar and Bajirao
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carved through it. The sound and light show brought the
place to life- it was like travelling through the history of
the beautiful Amer. You could almost picture Maan
Singh riding his horse into the fort as he would back in
that time. When we returned in daylight, it was confirmed
that all my fairy tale dream castles had come to life. .
With its red and white sandstone, intricate designs, and
unique architecture with a blend of Rajput and Hindu
style, it is easily one of the most extraordinarily beautiful
man-made places I have ever seen. The Hawa Mahal and
Jal Mahal were equally spectacular in their own ways.

Another place we visited was Mumbai. It was full of life,
and full of this passion and craziness that was infectious.
The cars would constantly beep at each other, people
would shout on the roadside and there was just complete
disorder everywhere. Coming from a place where there is
minimal disorder, strict rules, and politeness on the road
it is hard to take in the complete insanity on the streets of
Mumbai. You could either develop negative views about
the place and remain rigid about the chaos, or you could
open up and learn to love the craziness. [ do not think the
locals would want it any other way.

I will never forget the girl who tried selling her bubbles
to me. Her exact words were “time pass ke liye hi lelo”
meaning if you don’t need it just take it to pass your time.
This little girl was who was meant to be playing with her
friends, attending school, and simply being a kid, was
selling bubbles to me. Her and her family must have had
to work so hard for everyday needs yet her smile and

cheekiness never left her face as she continued to find
humour in the smallest things. She was happily roaming
the beachside, shouting with her friends, least bothered
about the trivial worries of life-yet here we are in our
comfortable lives constantly worrying about tomorrow,
and what will happen next.

India in all her uniqueness showed me that sometimes
you need to blow some bubbles, enjoy life, and embrace
the moment. It is okay if everything is not perfect- there
is beauty in imperfection and it exists everywhere. You
just need to ensure that along with open eyes, you em-
brace the world with open arms.
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The Namesake and |

- Ditoya Ghosh

When I found out we were to study ‘The Namesake’ by

Bengali author Jhumpa Lahiri in our Literature class,
nobody understood why I was so anxious. The story
starts by narrating the lives of Ashima and Ashoke Gan-
guli who move from Kolkata to Massachusetts in the
USA. Later on in the book it follows their son, Gogol
Ganguli, who struggles to find his own identity, trying to
fit in with Americans while also being exposed to Ben-
gali customs and ways. I was nervous to study this be-
cause what if someone made an ignorant snide comment
about Bengalis? I was scared that I would take it much
more personally than usual since this story was specifi-
cally about Bengalis and their customs, not just about
Indians in general. Thankfully my classmates are all de-
cent human beings and nobody said anything rude. How-
ever they asked me quite a few questions out of genuine
curiosity. Questions such as:

“How do you all drink water by holding the cup up
above your head and not letting it touch your lips?”

“Why do you count using the lines on your fingers? Why
not just use each finger to show the number one?”

“Why do the characters’ sandals have to be from Bata
specifically?”

“Why is a baby eating rice for the first time such a big
deal?

“Why do you wear white to funerals?”

Some of these questions I found quite humorous such as
the one about how we drink water. [ never realised these
things were uncommon.

I found myself realising that I could relate to this story
much more than I thought I would.

I saw my parents in Ashoke and Ashima. Lahiri’s re-
count of the parents first moving to Massachusetts was
almost parallel to my parents moving to Auckland. Ashi-
ma and Ashoke meet their first Bengali friends the Mi-
tras, Banerjees and the Nandis which coincidentally
were also some of the first friends my parents made in
Auckland, too. These are all very common Bengali last
names but as [ had never seen them as names for charac-
ters in a book before. It felt unusual for me but exciting
nonetheless. You can only imagine my excitement when
I saw there was a character named Ghosh in the book.

Names are a huge part of this book. Ashima and Ashoke
desperately wait for Ashima’s grandmother to send a
letter with the bhalo nam she has chosen for their child.
However in America, a baby cannot leave the hospital
without a birth certificate which requires an official
name. They decide that their son’s dak nam will be
Gogol, after Ashoke’s Russian favourite author Nikolai
Gogol but they end up having to put this on his birth cer-
tificate instead of his official name. The letter never ends
up arriving, years pass and the name Gogol sticks. Gogol
hates this name. He hates that his name is both “absurd
and obscure, that it has nothing to do with who he is,
that it is neither Indian nor American but of all things
Russian”. Gogol goes through what I’m sure all kids
with unusual names experience growing up in a Western
country and in this, [ wholeheartedly relate. ‘Ditoya’
isn’t even a common name amongst Indians. The substi-
tute teacher’s awkward pause before pronouncing your
name whilst calling the roll can feel like hours, this
eventually causes you to raise your hand and say “I’'m
here!” before they even begin to butcher it. The West-
ernised pronunciation of our names that we adopt and
begin introducing ourselves as becomes normal, never
finding your name on anything in a gift shop becomes
normal (there will never be a Coke bottle that says
“Share a Coke with Ditoya!”), people not learning our
names until we have met several times, people trying to
give you shorter nicknames in order to make our names
casier for themselves to remember (Eg. Didi, Diti,
DG...etc) all becomes a regular occurrence. The list of
these scenarios is very long. So when people with names
like ‘Ronald’ and ‘Jane’ complain that Gogol is overre-
acting and being whiny about his name, I can’t help but
get annoyed. They would never understand.

I saw myself in Gogol and in problems he faced. Simul-
taneously feeling out of place in one's motherland and in
one’s birthplace, his struggle to find a balance between
his Bengali side and his American side (in my case, Ki-
wi side), wondering exactly how much should we try to
assimilate into Western cultures and how much is okay
before it’s considered to be “forgetting your roots”? Per-
sonally, I think I’ve come to peace with all these now
and it’s never explicitly stated in the book but I guess
Gogol has too.
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Homage

Aritra Roy
Like the rocks The soft cuddles
We all stand on Of tender care
| take you for That | soaked up
Granted too long With princely air
The solid base You pulled me up
From which was born Nurtured me till
My life of hopes | had the strength
And dreams to come To do my will
The skills | aped And so it's right
With greedy eyes No words suffice
When my hands could For all that you
Not undo ties Did sacrifice
The words copied For you my Mum
With haste unbound And Dad of years
When my mouth made My gratitude
But gurgling sounds Is shown in tears

Thoughts for a chaotic world
Aritra Roy

They fight and swear and scream and moan
Their thoughts a grumbling dreary drone
Worlds crash apart and smother all

The sky falls down and leaves us small

But let them fight and moan and groan
While we devote our love for Thou

My Mother dear | know this sure

That while we’re Friends I’ll want no more
I'll love all things with You within

Your Peace will shine out through the din
Till time itself wears out so thin

That all of them want You within

Aumn, Peace, Amen.
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Broken

Sananda Chatterjee

Under such circumstance — what is my plight?

Nothing

Where do | stand in the great scale of things?

In between — luxury and slight

Discomfort from the cold weather

I’m ok — there is nothing wrong with my life.

Provided for, well kept, educated

Family, friends, job

Where is my distress? | am ok.

Not war torn, not impoverished.

Not dead in a fatal accident or by the fury of Mother Nature.
A few flawed personality traits,

A few tarnished relationships

A few failed connections.

So what? My walls are intact.

There are cracks, sometimes these are fences close to home

But that’s just perspective — | have not suffered.

What suffering? Perspective.

| am grateful to my stars. You don’t bother me.

Your opinions, they bother me even less.

Your presence in my universe, is only but a speck of dust

That momentarily irritates my eyes. And | wash it with cold water,

And it’s clean. Tears, angst...brief interruptions in my otherwise fine life, between luxury and
slight discomfort from the cold weather

| thank my stars. And my heart goes to you. Your suffering is greater than mine.
| haven’t been in your position. If | was, | might have been

Broken.
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Defiance, is easy

Sananda Chatterjee

I may have 10,000 things against me
But I don't have to fight for my keep

Defiance, is easy

I don't have to fight for my life
From external forces, or internal

Defiance, is easy

When I don't need to lie at night
Wondering if I will live to see another day

Defiance, is easy

I don't have to hide my feelings
My race, my creed, my sexuality

Defiance, is easy

My limbs are intact

My eyes can see all the Injustice in the
world unfolds

My ears can hear the shrill cries

That the wind carries

And I am a spectator

Defiance, is easy

You - you have many things to scream about
You don't. You stay silent. You fight.

You are the brave one. You have been
through hell, and

Then some more and here you stand.

Still, and ready

Shoulder to shoulder

When you stand next to me.

Defiance, is easy.

34

PINY[A
Sorel AR

FAOI I GeRf<-

DIRIGINEACGEROICE

SOfRFF E M o

W AWM G ORATS |

54 T4 (O,

ST QTR (R |

O AR —

AT (P IO ™

P A ORI |
G2 R 6T SR
G2 R IR e,
MR OIS ¥ N[
(O PUC O A |

(G 16 TP,




Likopakhyan

RIS

JfeT ©OIR (AN 12 I P

1R NI PIRCETR N A5 TG A
PO RSP PN AP (PIT T12P F?
@ Fg 7 (OF ©Y 2F N

EF A9 901 [F FR ST
FYRMNG IF W

ORI F BRE I

G TG (MY ST FOI FA12P =
(2TFI2A B AP TS IO
OIFAE NI AWM “what are you upto”
[foa Grsn o7 i 9 I ©Ip

SN AR G 1A G SIS AR S 1 g
fERT®2 20 SN GIRAl 1 W B
TEP K O ST AR (AR

PYNG FLNE PO OF A &1

Y GBI PN Z(A B0 AP NI

fF =R ;M PR QTS 1 A1

Gy TSNS < (R Y (VNG

B2 “mom’ B2 “dad” O NF f5F

(PN I AR TR (T =Y WP T
Tag B PO (T GNP T |

35

SEIGT (RIS AP 9T S1fe

T (A [{Epet S

PO T2 (SAfer?

ST SN Jfed 19 eTRP AR BIR FHATCE
©2 B o W AN (12 AN |

O[O IM RS TRIE celebrity NI
NFOT DS 2 AR OIS Pl
RGIF (MUGP 1RP not a miracle!
M QN AI8 WRIE I S ][
BEAG DI WIS #1RF AN (=M

O (1Y B &Y ] |

AR VI ST N PIRPCP PN PN

AIEF e AP AP AT ALY

QI &R 1S ([ P IO SRS

o12F 9 WM 1R A< 9N &1RP M N (G




The War And My Brother

Pranya Kala

| was just a child

Someone old enough to play with toys and run around
Not see a nation crumble before my eyes

My elder brother -- | haven't seen him for days

Lord only knows where he is

Does he frolic in the fields of death to and fro

| guess | will never get to know

The crack of a gunshot

Wails and cries fill a cold violent afternoon

| rush outside to a carnage

of blood and bone

The war has come to an end

| try to stay strong

Strong is the one thing but | don’t have it in me
The western killings

The killers of my brother

A ruthless ‘haven’ of sorrow and despair

A monster hungry for lives

Heartbeats gone in a heart beat

The western killing fields

Not a place of peace but war
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New beginnings

Deepika Roy

Some indistinct, fleeting memories rest underneath this bed of Autumn leaves.
Bare-handed | rifle through the sheets of bronze and cinnamon tinted petals,
Searching feverishly for hints, memorabilia

Of a past half-forgotten.

As the crusty crumbs of Fall rustle below the palms of my hands,
The barren tree lying before me

Sends me an old vision.

A vision of times past.

Few clear, few blurred.

Memories illuminated by the crimson hue of the heavens,
Allowing me to reminisce, recollect, and ruminate

Over the history of my life.

Beneath my branch of hindsight,

The fragrant evening air sways to the direction of turning pages in a rusty notebook.
Teeming with memoirs of a beloved childhood,

The brittle papers tear away

To merge with the hastening gust of a new beginning.
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Painting by: Rounak Giri
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The Cricheter!

His Zusaous W)@‘ﬂed Jet black hair p lummets onto the tips g[ his recmngu ar forehem/
His tmnqu[ eyes a’lsp ay the bri g/rt yet { riendly touch o f his persorm[ ity. His ski inny

p/vgs ique helps him a’e eat and conquer Is mc eting dreams and goa[ It game a/a# [he
green grassy pi ptch smres into his gem‘ e soul t/treatenmg him to do his best. +1is strong-will
helps Vanquish all his devilish threats It's his time. Nothi ing can defeat him. e hea\)zf
inhales the oXygen, using ni his pomtea’ curled nostrils. #1e admires his proud position, W/u[
conswmmg the /cnoW[ea’ge iven t/zroug/l his fe oW teammates. Drzps g" sweat travel down
his rouna’ed clear c/;m cfzse[mg past his jzgwe He's nervous. 1e mplc/[g strides to the
pztch allowlng his narrow, \)e[\)etg [1,03 to taste the emergec/ mist from the c[oua’s cmwlmg
throug/y the lz'mp[c/ air.

The cricketer bri skly lets out a roar, praising the gods above is den was surrounded by
spine-chilling lions, Wa iting to select the top team. A wave like electricity gushes through
his compasszonate f gwe It’s no omg to be easy. His \)lgorous boa’y overrides the fmnt
and negative presswe Hmph j qui rég augh breaks t/rrough his peg‘ect chiseled Zzps
[he first ball is bowled A rounded o[yea‘ bolts towards him like a dart. [he sllghtest ft
j his bat triggers the ball whiski ing it across the nga' grow;a’

Four, it is a four, the Z)jzrst ball is 4 The crowd [eaps to their feet, fu of excitement.

The Vicious lions have been zmpresse(/

;4/)/1/; [ exclaim. The o gloomy sun g[ares at me t/rrowgh the cotton like clouds. Tzc/c Tock
Tick Tock” time expec/ tzously passes [y Zem)mg us to crisp in the hot sun, but not for ong.
The Second [nmngs has 6egw; In my opmzon he was the best cricketer. But [ know for
sure he was the on/g pzc/cy cricketer [ enew.  Could you p/eme come and bowl to me/

[he stmgg e gf /m\)mg to help him train mmogea’ me at a point f time. Voe L now [ know
for swe it /ms pmd ff Luckil Y [ /m\)e grown to be a skinny cricket expert. e[[ [ believe
[ am! f ong [ could be like /nm/ Qet down please bawled the spea/cer see/ung
attention. [ he Jm/ges crawl down from their thrones. [heir grouna’ tremblmg eyes. pursue
only the greatest f them all Now it’s our time to wait

- Malisha é}hash
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All for the very first time

-Shopan Dasgupta.

Memories. .. stay forever, especially childhood

memories. ..

If I am to say that it was my first love, [ wouldn’t be
lying. I was in fifth standard and the year was 1983.

My father was to write a book based on the work of Karl
Marx the famous economist. He was on an assignment
at Oxford University and London School of Economics.
The assignment was for a 6 month’s stay in England and
he wrote to the University seeking permission for his
family to accompany him.

It was Friday 15™ April’1983 at about 02:45am my fa-
ther, mother and myself are at the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, Delhi. You would ask that if we were
residing in Pune, then it would be easier for us to take
the flight out of Mumbai (then Bombay) but due to for-
malities that were beyond my knowledge or experience
in life we had to take the flight out of Delhi. It was a two
-pronged process.

We had to go to the British Embassy in Mumbai as well
as to the Passport Office in Mumbai and stand in long
serpentine queue to get some official stamps, of which I
had no prior knowledge in those

days.
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Returning to my story -after having gone through all the
routine formalities at any International Airport, we wait-
ed in the Departure lounge for our bus that would ferry
us to the aircraft that we were

boarding. Bearing the weather in mind and the country
to which we were heading my father brought me the
first seriously expensive shoes at the time in those days.
The brand was a North Star. It was a pair of good quali-
ty leather shoes that closely resembles todays shoes
from the company ‘Woodlands’. I had a gleeful smile as
I wore them.

We boarded the bus an Apron Bus to be precise, and
after a small drive on the Tarmac or Apron, the bus
stopped just about 25 feet away from the aircraft. When
the doors swung open and the aircraft became visible to
me...I was completely mesmerised...gobsmacked.

It was ‘HUGE.....A HUGE ‘AIRCRAFT’. It was AIR
INDIA and the aircraft was named as Emperor Vikram
Aditya. Our return journey from London to Mumbai
was on board Emperor Rajendra Chola. Air India then
had its entire fleet of Boeing 747 dash 100’s and 200’s
named after emperors and kings who ruled in Indian
History. I was left speechless, simply looking at the size
of the aircraft from the bottom step of the Passenger
Boarding Stairs.

There it was, in true ‘Maharaja’ style...in all its glory
and fine livery off the then Air India colours with four
mounted Rolls Royce Engines and its blades turning in
the wind... the APU and its noise. It is the auxiliary
power unit which keeps the aircraft lights and aircon and
other lights and switches operating when the aircraft is
in parked mode....with Belt loaders in the rear aft off
the aircraft and container loader on the front doing their
job of loading cargo and luggage.




Along with the high lift truck from loading all the food
and catering stuff. Every nuance of ground operations
was on in full swing.

No other aircraft in the history of aviation has been more
successful and important and a game changer as the
Boeing 747 first introduced in the late 60’s. The only
other aircraft that was more successful was the Boeing
737 and its entire series of aircrafts as the small carrier.
Boeing 747 was the first wide bodied aircraft and it
made long distance travel a reality. In fact the first Boe-
ing 747 was flown from Seattle on 30" September 1968.
With a capacity of around 500 passengers, the capacity
and operating costs of the 747 on long haul routes were
better than any other aircraft then in service. It was pop-
ularly known as the ‘Jumbo Jet’.

Over the years of various other experiences with the
Boeing 747 I loved it for the spaciousness. I loved it for
the walk-through galleys, I loved it for the innovative
things you could try because there was so much space.
Affectionately the pilots would refer to this aircraft as
‘Daddy’s Yacht’.I climbed up the stairs and into the air-
craft through the rear door. The flight was supposed to
depart at 02:45am, but in a few minutes times on com-
pletion of boarding there was an announcement by the
captain...he stated that there was some technical prob-
lem that needed to be sorted and hence there would be a
delay in taking off.

Finally, at 04:00am we took off from New Delhi head-
ing towards our first transit stop Dubai. The one real
disappointment that I had on this experience was that
me, my father and mother were seated in the middle row
of seats and so I was sans — a window. That was really
big disappointment for me. We did ask the Cabin Crew
if there was any possibility to switch seats, but Alas!!
that did not happen. The flight was full.

After the flight took off and before we landed in Dubai
the Cabin crew switched off the lights into night mode
and most passengers fell asleep. At 07:30am we finally
touched down in Dubai and as it was 1983 the airport at
Dubai was not as modern as it was today. We were
parked on the Apron and the stairways were attached for
those passengers who deplaned at Dubai and for those
who boarded to fly onto London. Dubai Airport did not
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look anything like it looks today. In comparison to today
— I would call it a ‘cow shed’.

At exactly 08:40am Dubai time the doors were locked
and after engine start up we rolled down the taxi way for
yet another take off...It was with great speed that we
hurtled down the runway and soon we were at 25000
feet and climbing further to the cruise altitude. Flying in
those days was sans modernisation in terms of passenger
amenities and seats with their own in-flight entertain-
ment and the whole shebang that we have these days.

After breakfast service — an announcement was made on
the PA system which was something like this — Ladies
and Gentlemen now we will be beginning our ‘movie
service’ for this flight... the aircraft has been divided
into 4 sections. I really don’t remember which movies
were being screened but I do remember that one particu-
lar section of the aircraft were being shown ‘Star Wars —
the return of the Jedi and another section a classic movie
‘Come home Lassie’. I switched my seat with a fellow
passenger who thought watching the Hindi movie
‘Mausam’ was a better option starring Sanjeev Kumar
and Sharrmila Tagore.

On completion of the movie all passengers went back to
their respective seats and we were served a sumptuous
‘Air India Lunch’ in its customary marron coloured ca-
tering accessories. The menu to my knowledge was Pu-
lao rice with some chicken curry on one side and a vege-
tarian curry on the other. The crew kept serving us cold
drinks and juice or alcohol beverages as per the passen-
ger’s request. It was a great experience being pampered
at 38,000 feet....

In those days the first officer and the pilot would keep
the passenger more informed about where they were
flying with details like over which country at what speed
and what was the outside temperature and what was the
estimated time of arrival at Heathrow Airport. On com-
pletion of my lunch I asked my father to make a request
to the chief of cabin staff — whether she could give me a
tour of the aircraft, especially I was interested in viewing
the cockpit.




In those day’s there weren’t that many FAA restrictions
as such as 11™ September 2011 was far away and yet to
happen. The lady took me for a tour of the galleys inside
the aircraft and then she took me upstairs and for that we
had to climb the winding stairs.. on reaching upstairs it
was made clear to me that those passengers were desig-
nated as ‘first class’. Then came the most sterling mo-
ment of my flight when she knocked on the doors of the
cockpit and showed me inside only to be greeted by the
radio engineer and then the pilot and first officer. The
cockpit of a Boeing 747-100 and 747-200 were full of
gadgetry and instrumentation panels. It was nothing like
the modern day cockpit. The whole stay inside the cock-
pit from start to finish would have been about 3 minutes
but it felt as though I had spent half my flying time there
inside THE COCKPIT.

Returned to my forsaken seat and slumped into it just
think about everything that I had seen. I may have fallen
asleep as a result as when I woke we had crossed several
countries over Middle East and Europe and at around
03:00pm GMT the Pilot made an announcement that we
were going to land and ‘descent’ would start soon...the
continuous groaning off the engines suddenly reduced
and I could actually feel that the aircraft had started to
lose altitude. It was a magnificent ‘touch down’ by the
pilot as we did not even feel much of a bump.

From the seat that [ was sitting in I tried prying out off
the adjacent row window seat to have my first glimpse of
‘Heathrow International Airport’. Upon coming to a halt
on the runway and taking a turn to go towards that gates
the aircraft literally took about eight to ten minutes navi-
gating through the taxi way and apron. On deplaning, I
turned around and had another good look at the magnifi-
cent aircraft and this was my first day time viewing.

It was Spring time in London, but the temperature and
the conditions were wintery as it was cold and rainy and
it was 10degrees Centigrade. It was very cold.

As we made our thorough fare through the huge terminal
building, I was simply stunned at the sheer size of the
Airport and its operations. It was the first experience for
me in my life. [ had never seen something like this be-
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fore. Even in terms of modernisation off the 80’s — LHR
was way ahead of its times. After finishing all customs
formalities and collecting our luggage from the carousel
we headed towards the intercity bus station at LHR. The
bus station was simply magnificent. It had two level one
above ground and one underground. All buses that ar-
rived went underground and busses that were to depart
left from above.

We took a bus from London Heathrow Airport to Pad-
dington station as we were heading to Oxford. Entering
Paddington Station was yet another milestone in terms of
a memory of a life time. It felt as though I was at a movie
set. It resembled like a scene from the great movie ‘The
great train robbery’. Its grandeur, its opulence, its archi-
tecture, the murals the paintings simply exotic and yet it
retained its ‘vintage look’. The trains off the 1980’s, but
compared to what we had back home in India, they were
a sheer leap in faith.

The calculated distance from London to Oxford is equal
to 61 miles or 98 km. The train ride on board the Inter-
city from Paddington took exactly an hour at the average
speed of 100kmph. The train ride also a first for me. The
train ride was so smooth and time was off the es-
sence.They ran to the dot. It also gave me the first in-
sights into the city and rural life of Great Britain. The
Engines were called Class 50’s and they were diesel en-
gines with around 10 long carriages that looked the mod-
ern part of the trains in the 1980’s. The train started and
rolled out off Paddington station and into the magnificent
country side as it winded it up towards its destination and
Oxford station was simply one of its halts.

Understandably we were very exhausted after a long day
journeying right from India to London and now heading
for our destination Oxford. We stayed the first night at a
Bed and Breakfast just outside Oxford Station. To my
recollection the name of the place was Porter House.
Never in my life had I been in any B&B. Braving the
cold my father and myself after having settled into our
room, ventured out to buy some dinner for ourselves.
We bought ourselves some take-aways for the night and
went straight back into our room. We called it a ‘DAY”.




The following day we were headed towards Oxford Uni-
versity and our final place of stay in a place known as
Summertown. Summertown is about 3 kms. from where
we had rested for the night. Early morning the landlady of
the place knocked on our door and reminded us that
breakfast was ready. It was a perfect ‘English breakfast.’
There was a small buffet that had been set. Eggs — fried,
scrambled or poached. Fried or grilled bacon, bacon rash-
ers, sausage, baked beans, toast, butter, jam and fruit
juice. To me it was like a feast. I was eating as though
there was no tomorrow. In terms of beverages there was
English Tea and Coffee.

On completion of our breakfast, a car was sent to pick us
up from the university, and it was tasked to drop us off at
Summertown. This was like the staff and faculty quarters
for all those who worked at Oxford University. It was a
lovely place with lush green lawns and gardens. We then
met with the Rector who was a fine elderly lady who
talked with my father and then on completion of formali-
ties handed us the keys to our place of residence, a place
of residence for the next 6 months. Thus started our stay
in Oxfordshire.

But to simply park the bus a little bit behind; that is when
we threw the duvet covers over our heads and we
switched off the room lights off the B&B room for our

first night stay in England we finished one hectic kind of
a day. We had travelled right from New Delhi to London
and then to Oxford. All in a day. Another important thing
that I believe happened in that whole experience was — ‘it
was a day of firsts’.

A day in my life when a lot of events took place, a lot of
memories got etched into my mind — All for the Very
First time. Throughout this stay of close to 6 months I
had many a ‘first time’ in my life experience such as
watching a match at Wimbledon Centre Court, watching
the ICC World cup semi-final match between India and
England, flying on board a DC 10, visiting the British
Council library OR watching the Bond Movie — Octopus-
sy or visiting the National Museum or as simple as get-
ting to Britain’s favourite snack food - ‘FISH & CHIPS’.

Through-out all our lives we simply get past most days
nonchalantly, but I don’t think we stop for a while and
say — “Oh! I think that was a first for me in my life to-
day”. In any case you all have done something for the
first time today and that is when you have finished read-
ing this for the very first time.
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Dementia: we all need to know
and talk more about it

-Dr Rita Krishnamurthy

Memory loss, forgetfulness, confusion.... many of us

have experienced and wondered “I am going to get de-
mentia?” What is dementia? Is it the same as Alzhei-
mer’s disease? Is it the same as memory loss in old age?

It is true that it is often hard to distinguish between age-
related forgetfulness and early signs of dementia. For-
getfulness and confusion can happen under many cir-
cumstances; illness, trauma or grief, after major surgery
etc. In many cases this condition is not permanent and
people can revert to their normal state after recovering
from the initial cause. However, some people will expe-
rience these symptoms (often known as cognitive de-
cline) and then go on to develop dementia. In dementia
the symptoms are more severe than those seen in normal
aging, and there are often other accompanying symp-
toms.

So what is dementia? In clinical terms, dementia is
characterised by deficiency in several functions includ-
ing memory, reasoning, language, and the ability to per-
form everyday activities. The main cause (50 percent of
cases) of dementia is Alzheimer’s disease. Alzheimer’s
disease is usually linked to genetic causes. Another
common cause of dementia is stroke. When a stroke
happens, blood supply to a part of the brain is lost. This
may lead to dementia, depending on the region of the
brain that is damaged. Vascular dementia is another type
of dementia, associated with damage to blood vessels in
the brain due to high blood pressure, diabetes, and dam-
age related to drug and alcohol overuse. This type of
dementia is potentially preventable. Treatment options
depend on the individual diagnosis, and on the person’s
medical history and other co-existing conditions. For a
proper diagnosis, a person has to be evaluated by a spe-
cialist psychiatrist using special tests.

Importantly, there is more and more evidence nowadays
that many types of dementia can be prevented with a

healthy lifestyle, in the same way that heart disease and
stroke can be prevented. This is because a poor lifestyle

— low levels of physical activity, unhealthy diet low in
fresh fruits and vegetables, and high in salt, sugar and
processed ingredients, as well as smoking, and heavy
alcohol use can lead to high blood pressure, diabetes and
other conditions. These conditions damage the blood
vessels that supply blood to the brain, and therefore can
cause dementia. Other ways to prevent or delay demen-
tia is said to be having an active social life, such as par-
ticipating in group activities, dancing, playing sports or
doing other types of physical activity, and keeping the
mind active by learning new things (such as learning to
play a musical instrument, learning a new language,
drawing or painting), doing puzzles etc.

There is a lot of stigma attached to any mental illness,
including dementia. People are fearful of being diag-
nosed or of having a family member diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease or another type of dementia. This is
perfectly understandable as there is very little known
about it, it’s not openly discussed, and it is seen as a
terrible, incurable disease. While it is true that severe
dementia is usually not reversible, there are some types
of dementia where the symptoms may be reversed or at
least reduced by addressing the cause. While there is no
cure for dementia, there are medications and other types
of treatments and care options available that may reduce
the symptoms or help cope with them. Caregivers of
people with dementia may also be eligible for support
and help. Therefore, it is important to seek medical at-
tention for yourself or your family member as early as
possible.

There are several places where people can get help and
information. Your GP can advise you of the best places
to get further help and support. Other places to get infor-
mation from are Dementia New Zealand (http://

www.dementia.nz/) and http://www.alzheimers.org.nz
and the New Zealand Ministry of Health (http://
www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditions-and-
treatments/diseases-and-illnesses/dementia).

Disclaimer: the author is not a health professional,
therefore this article is meant for general information
only. Please seek the advice of your doctor if you have
any concerns about your health or that of your family
member.

Reference:

Whalley L J and Breitner J. Fast Facts: Dementia. 2™
Edition. Health Press Ltd 2009.
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Castles and Kills
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Moher...

The Cliffs of Moher in County Clare, Ireland, stretch ap-
proximately 14 kilometres from the north to the south of
the Irish west coast. It towers 214 metres high at its
greatest point, with an almost perpendicular drop into
the looming Atlantic ocean below. It's alarmingly threat-
ening to look at. It's a geological narrative of its country.
It's beautiful in a way that seems unearthly. And it's a
sight that | have wanted to see, a place that | have want-
ed to experience for the last seven years.

| travelled 18,000 kilometres this June, to live the dream
I've been dreaming for the last 7 years. I'll be honest in
admitting that my fascination with Ireland and Scotland
started with the influence of cinema and the role these
countries had in setting a location within a fantasy world.
The rugged mountains, the rolling hills and don't even
start with me on castles! And with that in mind, after 3
years of studying architecture in university, | think it's
safe to assume where the solidarity for my passion in
British cultural and architectural history has come from.
Being terrified of plane journeys, and the fact that | had
never actually travelled alone anywhere, were not so
much an issue compared to the thought that if | didn't
seize this chance then my dream would only ever re-
main just that; a dream.
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So | did my research, went to a travel agent and got a full
time job. | planned my trip to spend 13 days in Ireland
and Northern Ireland, and 15 days in Scotland, taking
guided tours through each of the countries. In another 7
months, thanks to my very understanding and, well,
there's really no other word for it but 'cool' parents, |
was packed and waiting in line at Auckland International
Airport with my best mate, Aliyah, who had agreed to
join me for the first ten days of my tour. After 26 hours
and (literally) the longest flight in the world later, we
landed in Dublin.

Let me tell you something about expectations that first
week. They were blown out of the water. Dublin was a
city alive with music, food, people, and of course Guin-
ness! There wasn't a street in Dublin where we didn't
spot at least two neighbouring pubs on. The pub culture
was welcoming, not just for avid drinkers, but rather as a
meeting place and a common destination for almost all
those that were living or travelling there. The Irish coun-
try side was even more breathtaking. In Inis Mor, we
booked a private horse cart to tour the small island off
the west coast of Ireland. As the sun beat down on our
backs, we climbed the prehistoric hill fort Dun Aengus
that overlooks a hundred metre high cliff. We travelled
through Ireland with a bus load of different, but the




same people, accompanied by a very authentic Irish tour
guide who was always more than willing to pull out his
guitar and serenade us with songs. When we finally
reached the Cliffs of Moher on the last day of the tour,
the weather was bleak, clouds brewing with dread and
yet the cliffs held their own majestic presence and | ex-
perienced a moment of true content. In Belfast, North-
ern Ireland, | learnt a more sobering lesson as the grim
reality of the country's riots were enlightened upon us.
At the peace walls which separate the Protestant and
Catholic regions of Northern Ireland, artists and locals
had taken to graffiti the twenty-five feet high, police pa-
trolled, brick barriers and ironically create an internation-
al wall of art that was only to be adorned in messages of
compassion, peace and love written by travellers from all
over the globe. And yet, through all this wonder, when |
stayed with a Bengali family for my last night in Dublin, |
was thrilled at the prospect of eating daal and aloo posto
again for lunch instead of a steak baguette. Because let's
be honest, nothing still quite lives up to the joy of posto
on a Sunday afternoon...

For as long as | can remember, | have been terrified of
heights. My knees literally shake, eyes blur with tears
and the anxiety of unlikely outcomes (that mostly result
my death) take over my brain. Yet, in the Scottish High-
lands | scaled mountains just to see the ruins of a castle,
and trekked in the cold rain and wind (as expected in a
traditional Scottish summer) on narrow hiking trails
through Glencoe because | didn't care about the fall
down anymore, but rather what waited for me at the
top. | learnt more about my limits, my abilities and my-
self in these 28 days than | have in the last 22 cumulative
years.

| made good friends with budding travellers like me that
were from all over the world, whether it be Mexico or
Switzerland. We didn't know each other very well, but in
a way, we were all the same as we had made decisions
that had led us to the same destination. In all this how-
ever, | never came across a fellow Indian traveller of my
age. Whether it be the booked tours or even the parts of
my trip where | wandered through the streets of
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Landing in Edinburgh 13 days later, as | made my way to
the hostel from the airport, | had trouble keeping my
mouth closed. | was in complete awe. To explain, the
entire of Edinburgh city centre was a World Heritage
Site, where 'New Town' was 200 years old and 'Old
Town' was, in fact, 1200 years old. In every direction that
| looked, | was met with the proof and progress of our
civilisation cemented into the surrounding architecture.
It was as if something had suddenly abducted me from
within my own mind and shown me a different world and
all the possibilities of the coming adventure.

Ish
Bepuihe
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Dublin and Edinburgh alone. It was sad, and a little
shocking to find that people of my ethnicity, of my age,
rarely delve into such activities and venture out of their
own worlds. In fact, in Loch Ness (while on a hunt to find
'Nessie') | bumped into two Bengali families that were
also touring through Scotland. After a friendly introduc-
tion, they were stunned when | told them that | was trav-
elling alone with a bus full of people that | had only just
met days ago. | might not have noticed their disbelief if it
weren't for the fact that they kept coming back to this
point despite my attempts to steer the conversation in
another direction. After this encounter, it really made me
wonder why we didn't encourage our children to explore
the world and learn things in more unconventional ways.
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Kilchurn Castle,
established c. 5th century

This trip to the other side of the world was an eye open- stigma that surround girls travelling on their own, | can
er in countless ways. What started out as a childhood fortunately say that not only were the people | met
fantasy turned out to be a character building, astonishingly kind and accommodating, but they were
educational, confrontational and thrilling adventure of a much more like me than | could have ever imagined. So
lifetime. It taught me to be brave and unwavering in the maybe it's time to redefine the way we learn about

face of others' and my own anxieties. It opened up a things and grow as we come of age, or perhaps continue
whole new platform as to how | can learn about and to grow and actually discover this home that we call
actually experience architecture in a way that doesn't Earth. Instead of just reading and discussing the things
involve a lecture theatre. Coming back, | feel as if | have we want to do, let's find the courage to go out and actu-
a lot more faith and certainty in myself than | ever did ally do them. If I've learnt anything from this experience,
before. It's something that | hope all my friends and it's that the world is more wonderful than | could have
family get to experience in their life. And despite all the ever imagined. It would be truly a shame to miss out.

/é 'L/rqu/mr(

Castle, Lochness
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Shri Ram Mandir
Opening Hours 7.30 am to 8.30pm

Bhagwan Shayan on Weekdays from 12pm-4pm
Morning Arti 8.15am  Evening Arti 7.15pm

Bhagwat Pravachan on Sunday's from 10.30-11.30am
followed by Arti and Mahaprasad

Tuesday's Ramayan from 7.30pm

Friday's Kirtan from 7.30pm



1248 Dominion Road

Mt. Roskill
Auckland - 1041
Ph. 09-6207023

copiesplus

Copy. Print. Stationery.

sp“d"ll

Colour prints
*“350 orll)nore 19 cea

Photocopy | Fax & Email
Plan Print | Poster Print
Flyer Print | Business Cards
Brochures | Photo Print

Lamination | Scans

Business Cards To get a free quote :

E-mail us:
info@copiesplus.co.nz

from

$18.99

inc. GST

Website:
www.copiesplus.co.nz

Customer satisfaction is our priority.



For All Your Travel Solutions

@b Eco Travels

@ www.ecotravels.co.nz



JATNY S IO 5N

TN S<pfeTsT

“(SINIF SICS &I AT @A ST AT (MK < (on
I ST S0 T2
fEIPICAI S P FRBF AN IIPET A2
SRS AT (TATS A2 OIS (961 STRONT 9Ty |
9 SRR FIF Vo P FI] HF S8R FERA |
RSN ST IR RO @106 37 =& =2
(T, g%, TN F31 IS o~ 2SN AT SF
NN SN Ol AT 3 HEANG® B |
WHIE NN 2RR (T, (O 5 QI SR QT J
IR F SRR = S (12 531 6 Ol FAe
W1} B0 AT | ARONER T 26 IAHARE T
N | PRWPF G5 NS 9 OGNS {2 TG TR
GeTGge] PR OICHE B0 2 JISATHCNR JNeT N1 |
T ST L TG BT I WK 57 ST 718
([ (R O "N (FIAR AT O AN VN
WS @ @, BB 9199 27579 f[Rme 42 =ifod
S W] STeol BRP JOR Y2 & AP PR
9 51 21 I FR 3 6 R It o=
TN NG 1A N (O ORI | SN
ST G ST 18 (T GRoiT ST5e | o
NN STE FIRA SN 2R, TS (TN SRS
©G (R (SN AR O 98 P NGN©
AT | FR ST IECRA IS 5 I " (&T<-
RIS

SR O TP I I fBF O O
WEIG® FERE | G S SRR SKeTol & O
oIl 8 SR NN (F "NQAN * I I FEERA
IAT | Plawer @ [[RPRoF JHHT AF T(SS
MG NS FRORITF JCETH FAT DR B P
(STTZ | HOO8 IH(H NN WS INGe] SRS

74

H2IIR® RN ACI GNP (A0S I Pl Al
1 NG H5Fe e O ATIGNS SIS
29 NN AT N1 (e 00 (QOIea |
O (MR LRORIP F(e OIre T 1S SrIeid
MR 227 WG] VS, ARG W& T, HES
7 B 1ol 003 NS N LN
T2 FE ACIR | INGeT- HAIMR0SF IS AR (1R
SIEN (2 — G2 TG 29 — AN OO ;
TP (AR TG [FB (PO PO S PRI | 2
T STol ST oD =AM ; GR N A (GloNR,
(T2 SIS O 8 STF SRS NI S5 | g2 SN
SR & SIS 29 YN D NEA® , P
PRI ASNTT AW | IR PETHR SN0 HOIOIS 95
AAfF5N, R R IS | A AT
oI f5TS Tt SToIed (] 256~ BE00 OB
WA A [FTPN PGy P IR, 29-
PSTETNINE G =P S I641K (B8 PER, 2
G ST 12 AR NS | “

(MR ST - FANNGE GO ARES
PP (T OIS PERR (O (A SANFFD
QRS AR N P O] & o5

O Ol (P Y2 FER Y00 Y05 PIC PICT |




Probasee Annual Play Independence Day Celebration

Original Playwright: Badal Sircar Devised & Directed by: Amit Ohdedar

Plir red pars aradull srates canedy

Batarday T9h & Sundey XN Aprd
i Bgotighl Trastrs, Fapalcaton

Coigimsal Pissyser ight: |
Dhrwined & Dirwited bry: &

A host of colourful characters of various shades including a paan
chewing fun loving aunt, a highly strung director, two overzealous
stage assistants, an aspirant actress, two candidly innocent children
and several nervous actors of various dimensions take the audience on
a hilariously funny ride that captures the joy and celebration of a small
community getting together to have innocent fun!

Rabindra Nazrul Evening 2017

Probasee Bengalee Association of New Zealand organised an evening of songs, recitations and dance, paying tribute to the literary legends
Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Nazrul Islam. Participants of this programme included all age groups of our organisation.
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property
management

M 021703567 P 09 2148544 www.rentalsinauckland.co.nz

If you want a good tenant, talk to us.

Special Offer

If you have a rental property, receive a $60 rental appraisal, absolutely free.
$500 off your first year’s fees if you sign up for our management service.
(Offer valid till 30" November 2017)

The First Property Management customer experience...

It is refreshing to find someone like
Mohijit who Is honest, courteous, reliable
and always reachable. He has been
managing our property for the past 10
years and has treated our home as his
own. We wish him all the best and look
forward to working with him for many
years to come.

R K, Melbourne

Being new landlords we were very
nervous in the beginning, not sure of how
we would manage the whole
process. Mohijit made the whole
fransition easy and seamless and put our
minds at ease. Mohijit is very easy to deal
with and very organised. Highly
recommend.

Chiradeep and Sonali Banerjee

Auckland

Your peace of mind is our business

Greetings to one and all on the 25™ Anniversary of Probasee’s Durga Puja.



Best
Compliments and
Greeting for Dashera

from

.making our beautiful world all the more loveable!

-

TN ‘ -
&y

- N e [nsurance
e Currency Exchange

e Remittance e Hotels

g e Car Rentals
e AijrTickets e Tours

RELIANZ RELIANZ RELIANZ
FOREX GROUP TRAVEL

et ) 2 Call us on — 0508 411 111 (Toll Free) or visit any of our affices in Deminion Road, New Windsor,
'\EF_*_J Sandringham Road, Queen Street, Queens Arcade, Manurewa or Papatoetoe é THAI

Emirares .
A CHINA SOUTHERN AIRLINES SIATRORES » W HON; A e = ma!aga%{g !’
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Importers and Distributors of well known
brands and quality FMCG products

Urja

Edible Qils, Rice,
Flour, Mango Pulp,
Spices, Rusks,
Biscuits & Tea

o Priya Gold
Biscuits &
Cookies
o MTR
Ready To
Eat Meals,
Pre-mixes & © Rasoi . it Shan- o Midas
Almond Magic . olIndia P!'e—mlxes, Papads,
Drinks Pre-mixes o Frooti & Gate S SRR
Appy Basmati Rice Pas.tes & Pickles &
oBikano Drinks Relishes Pastes

Snacks, Sweets
& Frozen

o Tead4U o Jabsons
Pure Ceylon, Flavoured
Flavoured & Peanuts &
GreenTeas Snacks

AB INTERNATIONAL LTD | “Brigig 7ogether a World of Goodress”

(09) 256 1400 I (09) 256 1402 £ orders@abinternational.co.nz






